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APOLOGY 


FOR THE 


Clergy of Scotland, &c. 


Sy1 KR, 


OUR Fricndſhip for me I look upon as a great Honor, and I 

value wy ſc|f upon it; and the fincerity, wherewith I endeavour 
to ſerve you, promp:s me more to undertake what you com- 

mand, than avy ſenſc 1 can have of my own Skill or Ability ; and 
rather than oblige you to continue your importunitics, I ſend you here my 
thoughts of that Book you ordered me to Read. I undertook it with great 
averſion; partly becauſe ſuch ſcurrilous Contentions are very Unchriſtian 
in the firſt Original, ſcandalous in their Conſequences, and very unedifying 
to the Chriſtian Church. Partly, Becauſe I think the late Presbyterian 
Barbarities and Cruelties towards the Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland are ſuf- 
ficiently known all Exrope over, and therefore I was unwilling to undergo 
the Penance of reading a Book, that provoked me in every other Line unto 
the undecencies of Paſhon, It lay by me ſix months without ever opening 
it, until I was over-powered by your Commands. Though, in the mcan 
time I muſt tell you that you never impoled a ſeverer Task upon me. I 
have no inclination to Read ſuch Books, no more than have to drink off 
a Potion of Phylick every day to my Breakfaſt : beſides there are fome men 
with whoſe Genius I am not well acquainted, who cannot be ſilenced be- 
caule they have made lies their Refuge, The Truth, ic felt (if at any time 
it happen'd to be on thcir (ide, doth not pleaſe them unleſs it be drefſed up 
in all the Colours of Falſhood, and ſiript of its natural Beauty and Sim- 
plicity z who like Solomon's Whore, when they have but newly committed 
their Abominations, detic all mankind to _ them with the leaſt Tranſ- 
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griſhon, Men who Arm themſelves with all degrees of Confidence torun 
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[2] 
down the cleareſt Truths that truly repreſent or ſeem to diſparage the Fu- 
ction in which they are engaged, If that Book of which you dcfire my 
Thoughts were particularly anſwered, ſuch a Reply could not but ſwell 
ty 2 prodigious Bulk, becaule to clear the Matter of Fac in ſo many parti- 
cular Caſes, obliges men to turn over all the Pamphlets to which his Book 
15 related, I did indeed once Read his Book that he Entitles his Second 
Vindication, and I hope I ſhall never be fo deſtitute of good Books (though 
at prcicnt [ have very few) as to perule it a (econd time, However | 
will bricfly give you my thoughts of it, and lince the Book has no method, 
I may be allowed to put the Refleftions I make upon it in any order I pleaſe. 

In the tft place 1 will ex3ine his General Apologies by which he thinks 
to ward off the blame of the barbarous Rabblings of the Clergy trom his 
Party, S:condly, From the Book it (elf, Fil give you a ratural CharaQer 
of the Author. Thirdly, 1 will ſhortly confider his Theological Reaſonings, 
that occahtonally falls-under his confideration, when he pleads for the In- 
nocence of Presbyterians. Ard lafily, I will contider the truth of that 
ordinary Objection that the Presbyrerians manage againſt the Epiſcopal 
Church of Scotland, when thcy alledge that Presbytcrian Government was 
eltabliſhed in that Church from the beginning of the Reformation, 

And firſt, I take notice that all along he ſeem. to dilown the Cameroni- 
ans as Presbyterians, or as men not of their Communi)z, At other times he 
acknowledges they are zealous godly men, and it he proves that the Barba- 
ritics committed upon the Clergy were not committed by ſober and intelli- 
gent Presbyterians, he thinks the Presbyterians are ſufficiently vindicated 
trom all imputations of Cruelty and Violence. And therefore unleſs we 
prove them ſober and intelligent, he thinks all our Complaints of the Out- 
rage and Tumults of the Presbyterians are vain and impertinent : But are 
not the Cameronians Presbyterians? To what Communion then do they 
belong? Have they any Principles, Diſcipline, or Worſhip, different from 
the Pcesbyterians? Were not their Leading Men lately owned and recciv.d 
by the pretended General Afſembly, without retracting any Articles of Do- 
Qrine, or diſowning any of their Practices that they fo zealoufly recom- 
mended to their Followers in the Welt ? This is a very plcaſant Fancy, 
that the Author ſhould endeavor to hide the Tumults and InſurreRions 
of that Party by changirg the name of Presbyterian into Cameronian. The 
Donatiſts in Africk, (as readily all Schiſmaticks do) ſplit themſelves into 
two great Factions, viz. The Primianiſts and the Maximianits, What Sa- 
crilegious Villanics they committed (and all under the Pretext of Zeal and 
Reformation} every body knows. But pray? What an impertinent Apo- 
togy could it have bcen for the Donatiſts to ſay that it was true in- 

x . decd there were a great many Barbarities committed 
— COR, upon the Clergy, their Families, Churches, Altars, and 
Sacred Utenfals; and upon the People adhercing to 
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their Communion, but that ſuch Indignities were not committed by the 
ſober intelligent Donatiſts, they intended no more than the Reformation of 
Abuſes by orderly and Imperial Edicts. Their Zeal againft the Traditores 
only put them upon extraordinary attempts of Reformation. It could not be 
denied, but that the African Church and the Catholick Clergy there were 
ſadly opprelt and run down by a company of mad and ungovernable En- 
thuſiaſts 3 but the ſober and intelligent Donatiſts were not to be blamed. 
They were either the Primianiſts, or the Maximianiſts, that committed ſuch 
Extravagancies, and diſorders, or (which is moſt probable) they were 
committed by the Circumcellians, a third Diviſion of that unhappy Family. 

Now the Author makes jult ſuch another Apology for the Presbyterians 
of Scotland. He cannot deny but that the Orthodox Clergy in the Weſtern 
Shires were miſerably harafſed, but the ſober and intelligent Presbyterians - 
are not to be blamed. Wedo ealily grant him that the Presbyterians that 
were moſt inſtrumental in the Difatters of the Clergy were not ſober men, 
though the moſt inte/ligent amongſt them did contrive and manage the ir- 
regular Heats and Motions of their own Partizans, 

But to expole the vanity of this Apology a little more cloſely. 'We 
know no Opinions that Mr. Cameron propagated or entertained that were 
peculiar to himſelf. He followed moſt cloſely and ingenuouſly the Hypo- 
theſis of the old and zealous Presbyterians 5; and the plain Truth is, 
Mr. Cameron was not a man very proper to be the Founder of a new Seq, 
He built upon the Notions that he was taught by his Brethren : and the 
Prcesbyterians are ob'iged tor this word Cameronian to the Epiſcopal Clergy, 
who mean no more by this word but a Presbyterian whoſe Zeal for bis Fattion 
(aftcr the Example of Mr. Cameron) over drives bim violently beyond all 
Bounds of diſcretion. Ard yet I cannot but commend their Artitice in this. 
The word Presbyterian is known in England, but the word Cameronian is 
not 3 and therctore this diſtinQion (for diftinRions are of great uſe ſome* 
wmes) of Presbyterian and Cameronian 15 a very plauſible Dctence in England 
to diſprove all the complaints made by the Epiſcopal Clergy. As it the 
Cameroniaxs were a new Species of Schiſmaticks ditterent from the Presby- 
terians, and that we had three contiderable divifhons of Chrittians in Scor« 
land, the Epyages Party, the Prezbyterians and the Cameronianus, Whereas 
indced, wt knuw of none but two. And the Camermians are thoſe 
Presbyterians that have ſtudyed their own Principles molt accurately, and 
draw from thoſe Principles fuch practical Concluſions as they natrrally aud 
neceſſarily yield, 1 know not how this Author can make his Peace with 
the Cameronians, For the whole Nation knows that thoſe Presbgterians 
whom he Nicknames Cameronians did aff:rt their Presbyterian Principles 
when others were very filent z and upon this they value theaifelves as the 
moſt Pious, Active, and ingenuous of the whole Party, who differ: nor 
trom others in their Principles but do exceed fome ot their Brethren in 
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higher degrees of Zeal and Siucerity to promote the Intereſt of their Com- 
bivation. But pray? What is it that the Camerozians have done that they 
might nat have done upon Presbyterian Principles ? For it is a received 
Maxim amongſt them That the people may, (eſpecially in ConjunQion with 
their Paſtors.) reform the Church when the Magiſtrate is ſlack or remiſs in his 
duty, or oppoſite unto the deſigned Reformation, Now the removal of the 
Epiſcopal Clergy upon their Hypotheſis was a neceffary mean to advance 
this glorious Reformation. And what is there in the moſt Barbarous 
Rabbling of the Clergy inconſiſtent with the Presbyterian Principles ? 
Can Religion proſper in our Nation unlefs the Biſhops and their Adberents 
b: extirpated ? And is not Presbyterian Government the immediate and ex- 
preſs Inſtitution of our Lord and Saviour? Is not the exerciſe of Presbyte- 
rian Diſcipline the Adminiſtration ot his Royal Kingdom and Scepter. And 
ray. we be lc(s ſerious in aſſerting his Kingly Office than in defending his 
Prieſtly and Prophetical Office ? Dic not the Presbyterian Church of Scor- 
land upon all Turns wreſtle with Authority about this great Truth ? And 
does the Author think that they ought not tv interpoſe in ſo Critical a 
Jun&ure to reſcue themſelves trom the Bondage of the Antichriſftian Hie 
rarchy 2 That their Squeamilh. Confciences groan'd under for ſo many 
years? If the Reformation of the Church from Epiſcopacy to Presbytery 
be of this Conſcquence (As they Print and Preach every where.) What is 
there in. thoſe lati Tumuluous R abblings that the Presbyterians can diſ- 
own 2 Wherein are the Cameronians to be blamed ? Becauſe forſooth this 
Author thinks that the Actors of thoſe Villanies we complain of were per- 
haps notiſo ſober and intelligent, that is to ſay, he rejoyc'd in what was 
done, but he wiſhed'it might have been carryed on with greater caution 
and fecrecy, leaſt the Epiſcopal Clergy might take occaſion to repreſent 
them and their proceedings in their true and natural Colours. 

Lthink the Author is to blame for ſaying the Cammeronians are not intell;- 
gent. For certainly they took their Meaſures by the beſt direCtions that could 
be. had 3 for their Agents gave them exact intelligence of what they 
might venture upon and when. Accordingly a company of wicked Incendi- 
aries(who had declared War againſt King Charles the Second, when he Go+ 
vcraed the Nation by thoſe Laws that were made in times of Peace by the 
moſtunanimous and folemn Parliaments that ever the Nation had, and who 
declared in their Seditious Pamphlets and Papers that he had forfeited all 
Right to the Crown, becauſe forſooth, he had broke the Covenant) I ſay 
they, were the men who at the beginning of, this Revalution (as they were 
direed) fel violently upon the Clergy and drove them from their Houſes 
and:Refidence ; to the ſcandal of Chriſttaniry,and reproach of our Nation, And 
this is not at all to be imputcd- to the caſual efforts of Paſſion or Revenge, 
hut. to an uniform Combination of the whole Society : and this appears, 
becauſe the Clergy were not generally Rabbled by their own Pariſhioners, 
F, but 
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but by thoſe Fire-brands who concerted their Meaſures 
with their own Societies, and did nothing of that Na- The Confederacies 
ture without Advice and Direfiens, The Author thinks ©£49%/* the Govern- 
, ment were then cal- 
to excuſe what was done againſt the Clergy, when he þ.4 Societies in the 
tells us in ſome places of his Book, that their own Pa- MH? of Scotland. 
riſhioners gave them no diſturbance : but this proves that 
the Cruelties they met with proceeded from a League and Covenznt amongſt 
their Enemies ſince thoſe milchiets did not light upon a few of the Clergy 
(who might poſſibly provoke their Pariſhoners by Come indifcretions) but 
upon the whole Order, even upon fuch, (who miſtaking the true Objects 
et Pity and Compaſhon) as had frequently interpoſed wich their Sap?» 
riors to mitigate the Legal Penaltics againſt Non-Conformilts, Add 
' to this that ſev«rals of the Gentry in the Welt, who were better natur'd 
and had better Principles than their Presbyterian Neighbours, were very 
torward to reſent the Afronts, and Indigaities done to the Clergy, un- 
til they underſtood that the Tide was riſen toohighto be relilted ; and that 
fuch of the Presbytcrians as were then out of the Nation, and direFed 
the Methods that the Kabblers were to takes, would vigorouſly reſent the 
lealt ſtop that was put to their carreer. Foy it is obſervable of ſuch men 
that they never forgive an Injury; and no Injuries are more implacably 
rcfented than any the lealt Aﬀront that is offer'd to their Fadion and Go» 
vernment. And it is no wonder for they never fay the Lords Prayer, and 
it i5 probable that their oppoſition to that Divine Compoſure, is rather 
from its contradiftion to their Nature, than from the firength of ſome 
whiffling Enthuſtaſtick Arguments invented ayainſt it. It is not poſſible to 
oblige men of their Tempers by any Favours, and the Clergy upon the laſt 
Revolution found ſuch of them as they had done kindneſs to, molt v:no now 
and irreconcilable : and generally the Body of the People in thoſe Wettern 
Shircs are cunning, avaritions and diſſembling beyond mcalure : and ſince 
the Presbyterian Principles invaded their Honeſty, it was nevcr heard that 
any of them heartily forgave an Injury, or what they fancied to be ſo. 
But I return to what I intended, viz. That the Aﬀronts done to the 
Clergy were concerted by the Party : fince it is evident from many of their 
Topicks and their avowed Principles, that there was nothing fo rude or 
villanous in the diſaſters that the Clergy met with but what chey might 
venture upon by the Maxims of their Adoral Theology; fo alſo it appears 
undeniably from this, that the Leading Men of that Party who were at 
London upon the beginnig of the Revolution, oppolcd with all Vigour and 
tmpudence all the Evidences- brought from Scotland of the Sufferings of 
the Clergy. And though a Reverend perſon brought 
with him Authentick Atteſtations of what the Clergy Dr. $S— 
ſuffered 3 yet the leading Presbyterians boldly averred, 
that there was nothing in Sc#land but profound Peace and Silence 3 that 
. they. 
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they had Letters from their Faffors and Chamberlains informing the con- 

trary to what was alledged by the Epiſcopal Party. 
In the Confuſion that Aﬀairs then Rood, it was eaſe for them to ſtop any 
regular or legal Tryal; and they had in that critical JunQure many Ad- 
vantages of their Neighbours. So their Emiſſaries in 
Scotland went on with all poſſible Licence and Villany, 
And it is very odd that this Author ſhould undertake 
to vindicate the Presbyterians from thoſe Tumults, when the united force 
of the whole Party, with all their Zeal and Strength, never yet appeared 
ſo unanimous and uniformin any enterpriſe as at that time in their endea- 
vours to pull down our National Church, and ſo fond were they then of 
their Revenge, that they preferred their Dagon of Presbytery to their be- 
ing United to England. The Author thinks that neither he nor his Party 
are obliged to vindicate any ad of Cruclty that proceeded from the Civil 
Authority againſt the Clergy. It they were the Patrons of Presbytery 
{as he thanks God they were) certainly their AFings ought to have been 
juſtified in the firſt place, but he tells us that if the Clergy have (ſuffered 
any thing that was hard and extraordinary, it ought not to be imputed to 
his Party and Principles, but tothe King and the Corncel, and the Rabble, 
as he very mannerly expreſſes himſelf. Yet 1 muſt thank him for this com- 
pendious Apology, fince the Presbyterians under the late Reigns ſuffered 
nothing but what was inflicted by Law. We need make no excules for the 
Laws made againſt Presbyterians, and thoſe Laws more gravely conſulted, 
than the haſty and undigeſted reſolutions of peeviſh and angry Outlaws, 
And ſuch Laws were made in times of Peace, and with all Solemnity and 
Deliberation, and were abſolutely neceſſary to maintain the Peace of the 
Nation, and the Kings legal and juſt Prerogative againſt the Popmlay but 
pernicious Tencts of bigotted Covenanrters 3 now I hope you are ſufhciently 
convinced that [ necd not tranſcribe the Hiſtory of the Tragical Rebellion 
in King Charles the Firlt his time, nor yet the many Protettations of the 
Covenanrers at the Croſs at Edenburgh againſt the Kings moſt Juſt and 
Fatherly Proccedinge. And to convince you by one Inttance that they 
love nothing but what they poſlifs by Force and Rebellion. When that 
mot gracious King ordered the Covenant to be taken as it was Enacted 
in King Fames the Sixth his time (thinking this might blunt the edge of 
the Covenanters, and fatisfie the deluded People) they Protelt againſt this 
his Proclamation. For you muſt think that in their Divinity, things Law- 
ful in their Nature, nay things Neccflazy, (for fuch they take the Cove- 
Vid. Kings la nant to be) become wnlawful when once required by 
Manifeſt, 8 *"8* lauſul Authority, Does this Author think that the 
preſent Generation knows nothing of the Hiſtory of 
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Presbyterians ? That the Britiſh Tragedies from the year 1638. are buried 
in excrnal filence * Tl at all the Monuments of their daring Infolence arc 
q extind ? 
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extinft ? That the Ads of the General Aſſembly are quite loſt > That the 
Villanics of the Remoxſtrators are Recorded no where 2 Why then does he 
think to impoſe upon the World by telling us that indeed rhey arc very 
ſorry for the Tumults that happened in the Weſt, but that the Presbyterians 
were no Actors in thoſe diſorders, They would gladly fee things done more 
regularly and orderly; They ( forſooth ) love no ſuch Methads : and yet the 
preſent Miniſters of the Presbyterian Church cannot inſtance any one thing 
that the Cameronians did upon this late Revolution, but what is juſtifiable 
from Presbyterian Principles ; and though they could not be juſtified from 
their former Principles, why may not the preſent Presbyterians improve 
the Principlcs of their Predeceſſors * ? As all Secarics 

do who grow worſe and worle until they are givenup * ho of the old 
of God unto a Reprobate mind. And indeed it I had Prevbyterians ever 
any Books by me I could calily prove (eſpccially from —_ : ;, Danſe 
their own Calderwood) that the Presbyterians did no- prayer or Doxology 2 
thing towards the Clergy in the Weſt of Scotland upon 

the late Revolution, but what they ought to have done upon their Principles 
and former PraCtiſes. It is very plcalant to obſerve what difterent Batte- 
ries the Pregbyterians in Scotland, and the Diſſenters in England rail: againſt 
Epiſcopacy. The Presbyterians in Scotland pleid for their National, Claſ- * 
lical, Spiritual Power, independent upon Kings: theDifſenters in England 
plead that ſuch a Spiritual Union among(t Clergy-Men | 
is too powerful a Fadion, and may calily endanger the F Letters - by Dij- 
Safety and Peace of the Nation. The Reaſon is, the - pm Fo Burk 
Presbytcrians arc in poſſeſſion of ſuch an Union in Scot= cough, ; 

land, and the Diſſcnters in England have no legal Ce- 

ment to unite them together, And therefore every thing that they are not 
ia Poſ{cflion of at preſent, is wicked and dangerous : but: if they could 
graſp it, it might become a very uſetul Engine to: Propogate the Covenant 
all Exrope over, For they find that men are naturally averſe to the Porzer 
and Authority of their Diſcipline, and therefore it wcre neceſſary to ſupport 
it by all the {trength of Laws and Edifs, and by the Inquiſition it ſelf, it the 
Eyes of Princes could be fo far opened as te (ce that there is no true Re- 
tormation wrought but by the Condad# and direfion of Presbyterians. | 
have inſiſted the longer upon this general Topick becauſe molt of his Book 
is built upon this Sabterfuge alone, that Cameronians are-no Prerbyterians, 
though they can be reduced to no other Schiſmaticks 3 and that what they 
did was diſowned by the Presbyterians though he himſcit knows the con- 
trary, and the who'e Party magnifed thele Heroesz and when it was 
doing it was ſaid to be nothing le(s than the Cauſe and Work of God, 

But I ave this general Head when I give you an account of one remark- 
able picce of Sophiſtry and tergiverſation, that he makes uſc of to palliate the 
Crimes of his Party 3 and it is fo much the more. matcrial, fince at he fails 

in 
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in this hc ſhakes the Foundation of all his Apologies, by which he would 
mz ke us bclicve that the wiſe and leading Men of his Party had no hand 
in any Tumults, no not in that at Edinburgh in Decem- 
ber 1688, His words are, For the Tunults at Edenburgjt, 
we know of none but what was made by the Students at the 
College there in burning the Pope in Effizy. And a little alter, That any Preſ- 
byterians who then or ſince had Authority in the State or Church did aſſiſt in 
contrivance or management of this matter we do utterly deny. I have faithtully 
tranſcribed his own words, becauſe this is a conſiderable paſſage which flies 
in the Face of all Evidence, and contradicts the Conviction of all the In- 
habicants at Edenbzrgh. Then, it the bzrbarous Tumult at Edenburgh was 
managed and contrived by the Leading M:n ot his Party, who then and 
ſince have had Authority in the State, in that caſe all his Apologies for the 
Presbytcrians tall to the ground, And from this one fingle Inſtance his 
Book is 11in'd and his Authority baffled, and the nexe 
General Aſſembly will order him to be more cantions, 
and quietly tell him, it had been better he had not ven- 
tured upon this fortunate Sally againſt his Adverſaries. For there is 
nothing more eaſily made out than that the Leading Mcn of the Presbyte- 
rians were the ſole Afors and Contrivers of this hideous Tumwlt, To make 
you ſenſible of this, let me obſcrve firſt, That he ſpuffles and confounds two 
very different Stories into one, viz. The Tumultuous defaceing of the 
Kings Chappcl, and the burning of the Pope in Efhgy : tor the laft was 
near a fortnight after the other without any Trmult or diſorder. The 
Students had made a mock Effigies of the Pop?, and carryed it from the 
place that it was made to the Colledge, and from thence to the Croſs %t 
Edenburgb. All of them in the mean time walking orderly in their Ranks, 
and the Colledge Mace carryed before them by one of the Publick Ser- 
vants, this could not be obtained without the Maſters Permiſſion. So 
thcre was no Tumult nor no diſorder intended: A great many of the 
Nobility, and moſt of the Citizens of belt quality were looking on, and 
when this fooliſh Ceremony was over, they retired to their Lodgings with- 
out any Tumait or Extravagance. But the defacing the Chappel at Holy- 
ride Houſe was a Tumult indeed, and a very tragical one too, in all its 
beginnings and Conſequences. This fell out upon the 10. day of December, 
1688, The Presbyterian Faction in Edenbxrgh, had ſometime before de- 
termined to Rifle the Kings Houſe, particularly my Lord Charcelor's 
Lodgings, to deface the Chappel, and to force the Gwards, and in a word, to 
make the molt terrible and the moti numeroxs (hew that they were able to 
make. In order to this they gave out that the Papiſts intended a Maſſa» 
cre of the Proteſtants, though there was not a Papilt in Edenburgy to two 
thouſand Proteſtants : And in the Confuſion that Men were then in, a 
great many unwary people were frighted, and the Presbyterians concert- 

ed 
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ed their Meaſures and flew to their Arms, ard the City for that night be- 
come a diſmal habi#ation, carrying all the marks of Hel! and Confuſion ; 
nothing was to be heard but fcreeches, lamentable howlings and ſhootings, 
and this was not managed by the Body of the People (who were very avcilc 
to ſuch treacherous and unmanly adventures) but by ſome of the Leading, 
Presbyterians, who then and now have Authority in the State, and might 
be known by their large B»ff-Bele, and a Haj/2rd upon their Shoulder, 
running up and down in great fury to excite the People to this Reformati+ 
on. [In this Scuffle, before they entred the Chappel, there were ſome killed, 
and feveral wounded by the Guards that kept the King's Houſe, and in the 
mean time the Gowernoxrs of this Tumult finding that the People were 
not ſo forward to Pillage the King's Houſe, went up and down and told 
them that their own Children were killed, when thoſe very Children were 
at Home and fafc in their Lodgings. And though many were wounded, 
and ſcverals killed, yet nota Student belonging to the College was hurt, for 
there were but very few of them whoſe Youth and Levity had cngaged them 
to be witneſſes of this Tumult, 

I believe the Ringleaders of the Presbyterians at Edenburgh will give the 
Vindicator but little thanks for mentioning this Tumult that is openly avow- 
ed by themſelves And he may ask, not only the forementioned Gentleman, 
but alſo the Maſter of F— and ſeveral others (whoſe names are concealed, 
and may continue fo, unleſs the Vindicator, or ſome of his Aſſeciates, by their 
indiſcretions oblige me to be more particular) whether they were there, and 
what a glorious Figure they made, It it be unpleaſant to name particular 
Gentlcmen, they may thack their Vindicator who obtrudes ſuch fulſome Lies 
upon the World, wh the Matter of Fact is ſo very.recent, and known to all 
the Inhabitants at Edenburzb; and the Leading Presbyterians axe very loth to 
part with the honor ot this Atchievement, fo agreeable to their conftant 
Genizs and former PraCtiles ; for one of their chict Advocates pleaded lately 
before the Judges, in the Tryal of Mr. Wallace, that they that Pillaged the 
Kings Houle were a Company of Grave, Reaſonable, Thinking Men, Commanded 
byaLord of the Seſſions. We (ce then by this on: Gngle Inttance the Soiritof 
Lies and Vanity that runs through his Book, For if. it be undenyable that 
this Rabble Retormation was concerted by the Ringleaders of the Faction. 
Then he muſt own that the Tumults wcre not the accidental Ef'rts of fome 
angry inconſiderable Peop!e but the united endeavours of the Presbyterians. 

And indecd this Eſſay at Edenburgh was but the Pretace to other marks of 
the Kindneſs they intended the Clergy in that place 3 if thtir violence had not 
been happily prevented by the Generous Reſolution of thdt Learned and 
Tlbuſtriows Society of the College of Jultice : and it is very probable that the 
Vindicator wrote down this Story carlcſly and: hand over head. For if he 
had adviſed with his Friends at Edenburgh, George Strrling the Apoti:ecary, 
and Mr, Menzies in the Locken buiths: they could not be lo f.li-denyed 
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| The wery next Lords day as to be willingly deprived of the honour they 
one of their Miniſters in the 1144 in managing and contriving this Tumult, It 


ogy nag; ery, fy was a diſparagement to their Zeal, and Adi. 


December. 17. thanked God VI'Y, to be robbed of the Glory they acquired 
for this Gloriow Reformation, in this Enterpriſe, I cannot but acknowledge 
I inſtance him not to exclude that it is highly indecent to name particular 
others, but becauſe I can Men, but what ſhall we ſay when we have to 
a do with ſuch Waſps and Hornets : you lee 
then by the RefAleRions I have made of this General Topick, what the 
Superſiructure muſt be. 

The next thing under which he endeavours to cover himſelf and his 
Party, is his fancy of an Interregnum. Hetells us gravely in many places 
of his Book, that what was done againſt the Clergy was done in an 1n- 
gerregnem, and that the People were highly provoked by the Clergy, that 
they were inftrumentel in the Sufferings of the Non- Conformiſts, That the 
Clergy themſelves were but profligate and debawched, and that they arc gc- 
nerally ſuch as are unacquainted with the operation of the Spirit of God 
upon their Hearts 3 and it this does not excwſe, yet it extenmates what thoſe 
zealows Patriots 'did at- that time to advance the Gloriow Reformation. 

{ cannot but take notice in the firſt place of his wild imagination of an 
Interregnum, which cannot properly fall out in an Hereditary Monarchy ; tor 
the King never dics, For, Though the Laws were not put in Execution 
In that Interval of Confwfion and: wncertainty, yet they retained their Legal 
Force and Authority. The Government was indeed in a Convultive Mo- 


| tion, ſothat it could not perform the ordinary FurRions of Order and Ju- 


ſtice 3 but does he think, that becauſe humane Laws were in that Interval 
-hindred, that therefore the Godly and Zealoxs Presbyterians were loofed 
from'the Obligations of the Laws of Nature and Religion ? Is there no 
ſecurity again{i the violent hands of thoſe Saints, but the coercive power 
of Laws? How can they pretend to be better Chriſtians than the reſt of 
their Neighbours -when they venture upon the moſt wnchriftian Practices ? 
Which puts mein mind of the Character that Corzelizns Tacitus gives of the 
FZews, They were kind and affcGionate to their own Kindred, but they retained 
adverſus omnes aljos boſtNe odium. Fuvenal gives the lame Character of 
them, but it is much more agrecable to the Presbyteri- 

Ma are vi” ant. Does he think that the Notion of an Interregnum 
yo mſi ſacrs- un juitifie what modeſt Men arc aſhamed to own ? 
And is it for the honour of his| Party that he ſhould pro- 


chim to the World:that they fand not in awe of ! the Divine Laws, unlcls 

they: are retirained bythe terrour of Humane'Laws ? Why:do they pre- 

tend to be acquainted with the-CGoſpel, when hey: opextly, and jointly con- 
temn its moſt eſſential Precepts * But keſays the People were-much injured 

iand provoked by the Clergy. What the Clergy in the Welt of Scotland did, 
I know 
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I know not, if I make an eſtimate of their proceedings againſt Non-Con- 
formiſts, from the practice of our Clergy-Men in other parts of the Nation, 
I declare (incerely to you neyer knew one of them that proſecuted the Diſ- 
ſenters without great reluQancy, nay I knew many of them that interpoſed 
with ſincere kindneſs and vigor for their Pariſhioners, frequently and with 
ſuccels too, when they were obnoxious to the Laws. 

But It us ſuppoſe that the Clergy did proſecute the Diflenters according 
to Law, they did nothing in this but what they were obliged todo, the Peace 
of the Nation was indangered, the Legal and- Lineal Monarchy was undcr- 
mined 3 and the Government, by ſuch frequent ſhakings, molt likely to re- 
lapſe into its former fate of Civil War and Confaſion ; and the ſouls of the 
Pcople committed to their Care were poyſoned with dark and Enthuſiaſtich, 
Principles : Speaking evil of Dignities took place of the Ten Commandments, 
and a Schiſm unreaſonable in its beginnings, and diſowned by all Proteſianc 
Churches, and the learnedeſt Presbyterians *, 


was propagated in all corners of the Nation 
with all vigor and diligencez and ought the 
Clcrgy to look on and continue idle SpeQa- 
tors when the Peace and Safety of their Coun- 
ery Spiritzal and Temporal was (o daringly and 
fadtiouſly invaded ? Were they not obliged by 
the Laws of God and Man to ſtop this Career 
of Inſolence and Villany, ard thoiigh they 
ought to undeceive the poor deluded People by 
all the (oft Methods of tenderneſs and meekneſs, 
yet the Boutefew's and Incendiaries were tobe 
challiſed and laſhed with greater ſcverities, and 
our Governours did nothing then but what they 
ought to have done 1n their own defence, unleſs 
they had reſolved to Sacrifice the Fundamental 
Conſtitution of the Monarchy and their own Ha- 
nours, Dignities, and Eftates unto the Caprice 
and Ambition of ſome bigoitcd Covenanters, 


* Bochart. Phaleg. Edit. 3. 
Lugd. Batav. pag. 989. Ca- 
vendum gitur ne Scylle fug 
in hanc Charybdim incidanus, 
neve rigor nimins , & pluſ- 
quam Vatinianum in Epiſco- 
pos adium, eo yg adz- 

at, ut Veters Eccleſie dicam 
SK & ab ejus commu- 
mone ipfi nos arceamus. A 
quubu Extremis Gallicanas 
Eccleſias ſemper abborruiſſe 
librs 4 Gallis ſeripti palam 
indicant, © Noſtrorum per- 
petua praxis. 

Idem ibid. Fnterim Epiſce- 
pale regimen eſſe antiquiſſi- 
mum, & pauo peſt Apoſto!os 
per Ununverſam Eccleſiam 
magno cum fruttu obtinuiſſe, 
eſt mihi compertiſſimum. 


But I would ask the Vindicator whether they of the Clergy' that ne- 
ver proſecuted any cf the Diflenters were the more kindly treated upon 


this laſt Revolwtion. 


I know leverals of thera who have been mt ſpite- 


fully uſed by the Pre byterians, though tormcly they cid them all the 


good Offices that lay in thelr pow: r. 


The Clergy, as well as the Laity, 


were obliged by the Laws ot the Land, and by the Fundamental Laws 
of Humane Socicty, to crulh, and cxtirpate the beginnings of Rebellion, 
and che attempts of ſuch as picached the molt pernicious Principles, until 
at laſt the Rebels jultined in their Books and Sermons open and avowed 
Murthers, And that by the molt patural Conſequences trom their own 
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Principles, when the wickedneſs of the Party appeared thus terrible to the 
Peace of the Nation, was it to be expeQqed that our Governours ſhould 
Icok on and ſuffer their own Throats to be cut, their Families to be fortcited, 
their King to bedethroned, their Church Polity to be pulled down, and the 
entire Scheme of their Government to be defaced? And all this for noother 
Reaſon, and upon no wiſer Conſideration, than becauſe their Enemies pre- 
tended Religion, and gave moſt ſacred Names to the moſt abomirable Crimes, 
And now again that they are uppermoſt, they are very angry that men donot 
(hut their Eyes, and ſuffer their Follies and Tyranny to overſpread the Na- 
tion without Contradicqion. But what was it, that their Minitftcrs did (uf- 
fer upon the Reſtitution of King Charles the Second. Why they would not 
take Preſentations from the Patron, nor Collation from the Bithop ; they 
would pofſels their Benc tices againſt the Law, and in defiance of Authozity : 
but was any of them turncd out that did comply with the Law ? So carneſt 

were ſome of our Eccleſiaſtical Governors to keep them 

Biſhop Lighton. in their Places, that they made ſuch offers of Peace and 

Accommoda'ion, as none could refuſe but ſullen and 
deſperate Incendiaries, nor was there any thing required of them, but what 
the moli rigid Presbyterians might comply with, it thcir Zeal to ſupport 
their Fation had not infatuated them as much againſt the Vow of Baptiſm, 
25 againli the common Peace and Safety of their Country. 

The Presbyterians in Scotland are gencrally blinded with this fatal pre. 
zudice (an Evidence cf their incurable Enthuſiaſm) they think that no man 
can aQ any thing againſt the Presbyterians, but he immediately aQts againſt 
the light of his own Conſcierce. They take it for granted that their way is 
the only true Religion, that it is plainly revealed, and that they give greater 
Evidences of Piety, and Religion, than any othcr Society of Chriſtians up- 
on Earth, and if you do not believe this preſently, without Examination, 
you are far from the Kingdom of God, Nay, youare alienated from the life 
if God. Hcnce it is that the Presbyterians conclude that whatever is done 
againſt thcir Party, is done rather againſt the Light and Conviction of 
their Enemies,than the petulance and vanity of their own Fraternity : there- 
fore they infinuate upon all occaſions, that all Reafonings againſi them pro- 
cced frem Prophanity and Atheiſm, or from men void of all Principles and 
Religion. You may as eaſily reaſon a Bed/amite out of his fancied Honors and 
Principalities, as perſuade any of their deluded Diſciples that they may be in 
an Errour : and this they owe to their cunning Teachers, who tyrannize over 
their Belief as imperiouſly as the cruel Brach-mans do among the Tedians, 

But let me enquire in the next place calmly, did the meck Covenanters 
when they got the aſcendent in King Charles the Firlt his time, treat 
their Oppolite with that gentleneſs and diſcretion, that condeſcention and 
longanimity, - that became the true Goſpel of our Saviour? But ſo ve- 
ty far fiom this temper, that they proſecuted the Malignants with all 


Rage 
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Rage and Cruelty, And if there were not another inſtance cf their Cruel- 
ty, but the Sufferings of the excellent Biſhop Wiſhart, men might caſily 
penetrate into the Genizs and Spirit of the Party, Then their Pulpits thun- 
dered againlt the Malignant all the Curſes in the Biblez and all were Ma- 
lignants, in their Dialect, that were not Prezbyterians, Add to this the 
univerſal and reſtleſs endeavours of their Miniſters to ruin the Perſons, 
Ejtates, and Families, of all that oppoſcd their Deſigns : and their Diſci- 

line was made an Engine to pry into the greateſt Secrets of Families, and 
the Presbyterian Chaplain, who was ordinarily the Miniſters Intelli- 
gencer, complained in his Prayers of what he thought amiſs in the Fa- 
m:ly or Neighbourhood, nay the Soundelt part of the Nation groancd un- 
der this Tyrannical Pedantry, as the Iſraelites did under the Egyptian, 
when their bloody Scaffolds flood ercted for fome whole weeks together, 
Then it was, that their modeſt Miniſters ſaid that rheir Canſe was like to pro- 
ſper, when they juſtified one Crime by the Commiſſion of another, and 
the whole Scheme of their Arbitrary Tyranny from their Succeſs and Pro- 
ſperity z when their Twrkiſþ Argument of Force and Arms ran down the 
Doctrines of our Meck and Crucified Savieur. And now forfooth they 
mult tell us, that the Epiſcopal Clergy were rigid, and peeviſh, and ſe- 
vere, to their Pariſhioners; when perhaps they did not repreſent to the 
Judges, in their leveral bounds, the tenth part of thoſe Crimes that were 
committed againſt the Church and State 3 and yet the Law did oblige them 
to give up the names of Reculants. And do not we (ce, that the Pref- 
by terians fince the late Revolztion have out done the diligence of all men 
againſt the Clergy and Laity of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion, for the whole 
Faction applycd their utmolt force (fince the Revolution) to ruin her 
Neighbouis, and poſſi ls themſclvcs of all their Places, Civil, Military, 
and Eccleſraſtical. 

The truth is, there are no people upon Earth that value Government and 
Sovercignty as the Presbyterians do. It is the Idol they bow to: there is 
nothing gratities their higheſt Paſſions ſo much as a power to tyrannize; 
If the whole world wcre once under their Feet, they would look chearful, 
their Blood would Circulate more brickly , untill this be obtained there is 
no reft nor peace for mankind, The Diſcipline, the Sacred Diſcipline of 
Geneve, mult wreſile with all Authority until the Conſumation of all things. 

But it the former excule did not ſerve his Deſign 3, yet it is often infinu- 
atcd all a long his Book that moſt of the Clergy were wicked men, But let 
me ſuppole the truth of this infamous accuſation z who made them Judges 
of the Scandalous Clergy ? Whole Delegus were they in the Execution of 
this Puniſhment ? 1 have told you before that 1 am acquainted with very 
few of the Clergy of the Weltern Shires, but I am intormed by judicious 
and intelligent Men, that generally the Clergy in thoſe Shires were Grave, 


Sober, and Aſiduozrs in the work of the Miviltry, That moſt of them «n= 
dervourcd 
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' deavoured upon all occalions to gain thoſe Enthuſists from their Schiſm 
2nd Deluſion, and were very ſucceistul in this Chriſtian delign, it a new In- 
dulgence after the Detcat at Bothwel-Bridge had not buoyed up their Intereſt, 
As tor the ſcandalous Alpertions calt upon the Clergy by the Weſtern Presby- 
terians, it is certain that by one of the Vindicators own Rules we ought 
not to believe them ; becaule they arc all ot them of a Payty, and indced of 
ſach a Party, who trom their fix{t appearance in the World placed much 
of their (trength in reproaching the Clergy, If ſome of the Miniſters in 
the Weſt did not live according to the Dignity of their CharaQter, we ought 
rather all of us (who have not renounced our Baptiſm) to lameot it, ra- 
ther than inſult and upbraid them with it. Indeed a Miniſter, whoſe Em- 
ployment is to tit other men for Eternal Life, and yet lives in open and 
(candalous oppoſition to his Rule, is the moſt monſtrous thing in Nature. 
All the Satyrical Writings of the Pucts, and all the InveQtives of Orators, 
cannot furnith one word to give a true Tdea of that Joathſome Creature. 
But on the other hand, If any of thtm be guilty, to upbraid them with 
their faults, is not the way to reform them, fur of all Advices thoſe that 
are given to rctorm the Clergy, ſhould be managed moſt nicely and ten- 
derly. And it is to be feared that the Viadicator and his Aſſociates are 
very glad when they can diſcover the trippings of their Adverſaries. If 
any of the Clergy be guilty of ſuch things as are clamorouſly alledged by 
Presbyterians; it is no Argument agaioſt the common Cauſe of the Carbo- 
tick, Church, and the Apeſtolical Succeſſion of that Hierareby of Biſhop, 
Presbyter, and Deacon, continued from the days of the Apoſtics until now, 
And therefore he may, if he will (as is thrcatned) employ the people in the 
Weſt to make and gather fiories to the diſadvantage of the Epiſcopal 
Clergy, and it is an calie thing to {well that Volumn into a prodigious 
Bulk, if their ignorant and implacable Encmics may be believed, it is not 
| 199 poſhble for them not co accuſe, But I think 
The Presbyterians in Eng- the Vindicator himfclf, is not of fo proflizate a 
Land libelled all kind of Crimes Oc ience as to give Ear to ſuch malici 
againſt the Clergy before the - ! Pr" we 
Rump Parliament , and one Reports, We have had late Initances of the 
of them was deprived for Presbyterian aCtivity againſt the Reputation of 
drunkenneſs, who was ſo ab- the Clergy, no man could eſcape a Libel that 
Stemuous, that he 7h a_ er.joycd a comfortable Benetice. Nothing could 
pet tiny bis life bus Mk, }ave made the Presbyterians more contemptible 
: than this treacherous and ſneaking method of 
Libelling, when it was vilible to all men that thole (currilous Papers were 
intended for no more, than to ruin and diſgrace the molt i#nocent and de- 
tcrving mcn. - it is very odd that they could venture to blindfold the 
Nation by this Baffled and bypocritzcal Sham, and how comes it that the 


Clergy in the Welt are reprelented as Criminals, when they dare not attack 
the Clergy in the North? The reaſon is obvious, the Peop!e in the Weſt 
date 


[15] 

date their Converſion from the time that they forbear to hear the Curates, 
and they think themſelves obliged by all their ties and foletnn Covenants, 
to ruin and diſparage thoſe limbs of Antichriſt, But the People in the 
North can diſcover no ſuch beauty in their Presbyterian Diſcipline : they 
love and honour their own Miniſters, they hear them Preach the Articles of 
Chriltian Faith, and true and folid Morals, and fo rough are thoſe 21*- 
dels in the North, that they never thought Sniveling neceſſaty to make a 
great Saint, They lovea plain and unaffected Stile, and they cannot be per- 
ſua 1cd but that the Oractes'of God may be Preached without 2ffed tion, 
and yet with all requiſite Gravity and RecolleFion. / 

If there be ſo many Libels gathered by Pre:byterians, it may provoke 
their Enemies to recriminate, and it the Vindicator thinks that ſuch ſcur. 
rilow writings can ferve the common eauſeof Religion, 'I wiſh him more 
wiſdom and ſobriety: I condemn all fach methods in all Parties, an if 
the thing were allowable, we could tell him that many ' of his Aﬀociates 
in the Miniſtry are very ſcandalons, fome of them Adulterers. ſome Forni- 
eators, ſome Blaſphemers , ſome whole Presbyterian Familics Ince/tuous, 

—— Sed preſtat motos componere flats, _ 

If I rcjoyced in this Recrimination, I'were not 4 good Chriſtizn, 'But 
it is neceflary to put thoſe Proud and Supercilious men) in qnind, that they 
are but ordinary Mortals, encompaſſed about with 4c fame Infirmitics 
with other men, and that they ſhould conſalt the Scriptures, and che Fa- 
thers for Arguments, rather than the Cameronian Zealots in the Wyltcin 
Shires 3 and if they beat the Clergy at thoſe Weapons, they deſerve to be 
chaſtiſed ; and for a conclution to this Obſervation,” I muſt tell you that 
I know not a more #nblamable Company of m:n upon Farth than che 
Epiſcopal Clergy of Scotland. Nor dv 1 know any tive of them, ja the 
whole Nation, who could not undergo the (evereſt Ex:tminations, ufed in 
the Chrittian Church Preparatory to Ordimation, 1 wilh* that they may 
make a Chriftian uſe of their preſent Tyyals, and five the world a proot 
ot that greatneſs of ſoul that qualihes men forthe Pric(thood ;- that all 
round about them may be convinced that be that is in 
them it greater than be that 'i3 ' m the World." Seneca , John Ep. 
tells us that to do good/even when'tt is attended with jnfamy, - 
is noble and hevoick'+ and a greater than Seneca "tells us, that 'we muſf 74 
thorough good report and bad report, God will clear 'oar Irnocence as the Sun 
in his Meridian Elevation, and I hope to the Conviction of our Enemies, 
thar in the ſimplicity ot 'our ſouls we defigned' the Reformation of finners, 
and that we look-upon our felves as-Dedicated to the immediate Service ot 
God, andthe fooncr we tetire mto aur own Confciences, and diſcover the 
ſecret Springs of our preſent Calamiity,' the ſooner will cur heavenly Father 
remove the marks oft his Indignation. Thete is no Argument fo proper to 


convince the Ignorance of fooliſs men as by well doing : ard _ we 
thou] | 
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ſhould nat, be ſo ſuccesful in, gaining, Proſelites in the mid/t of a crocked 
and perverſe Generatian, yet we fortifie the Peaceand Tranquillity of our 
Conſcicnces, we lirengthen our ſelves againſt thoſe things that are molt ter- 
rible to Fleſh and Blood , we rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and fall of 
Glory, in the midſt of all Calamities and Reproaches that are caſt upon us, 
And let not them that are yet untouched. think that their Brethren, upon 


whom the Tower of, Siloam fell, are greater ſinners than their Neighbors. 


Lleave this, ,and I go forward to another Topick by which he endea- 
yours to vindicate the Presbyteriansz and it is this-that the Clergy of the 
Church of Scotland did preſs the Conſciences of the 
__ Pag. 52. 44 Pregbyterians; and that the People could not own them 
_—_ as their Minitters,becauſe they were obtruded upon them, 
and-not invitedby Popular Elections. But the Vindicator ſhould conſider, 
that if his Argument be turn'd againſt his Party in the North of Scotland, 
it may be of dangerons Confcquence, to the growth of Prerbytery. For 
the bresbytcrians there are not likely to carry their EleQions by plurality of 
Votesz but does not he remember that ſeverals of the Remonſirator Pre(- 
byterians have been induded to their. Churches by ſome Troops of Engliſh 
Haiſe iv the time. of the late Givjl Wars, ,yet he does; not_think but that 
267% . .,j the People awed all Deference and Spiritual Obedience 
"IP Hix cam word, 0 them; andif;a.” Paſtoral Relation may be founded 
8" ts Bis Loewen a, Minjficr, and. .the .Peopl: by Cromwells 
Troopers, why vot by King Charles the Second*s Dragoons ? But does not 
the Vindicator remember that ſome-have been obtruded on the old College 
of Aberdeen, withqut the Regular. and Collegiate Ele&ion, by the ſame 
very force that had planted ſome Remonſirator Minilicrs, and that without 
any 7ryal or, Examinatign, when their more deferving Predeceſſors were 
moſt Tiragoical removed. 
But not to tritle with the Vindicator,, The method of admitting Miniſters 
in the Church of Scotland, under the Epiſcopal Conllitution, is the molt juſt, 
I | of and the mofi waexceptionable that can be deviſed, For 
as Purdun rr tony when the Candidate tor any Eccleſiaſtical Preferment re- 
ccives a Preſemtation.trom the I'atron, he gocs to the Bi- 
fhop, and the Biſhop ſends him ta.the Presbytery to undergoe the ordinary 
tryals of his Literature and Sufficiepgy 3 -and when the B/ſpp and his Pre:by- 
ters with him are ſatisfied off his: Knowledge and Learning, then the Biſhop 
ſcrves a publick tdi atthe Church where the Candidate is tobe preferred, 
invitivg all the Pariſhioners to come: to the Cathedral Chmreb againit an ap- 
pointed day,to [ce it they have any reeſonable exception againlt the Candidate 
and this is not done ina byrry.bug.they have a competent time allowed them 
to gather all poſſible Informaatiqns co icerning him from all Quarters 3 and if 
they can objcCt any thing againſt him that is of any weight,they arc heardand 
the Candidate is repulſed: now | would gladly know what is it. that the People 
Can 
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can complain of in this Eccleſiaſtical Polity ? The Confufions of EleQions 


that arc {olely left to the People are innumerable, and though we had nor 
famous and remarkable Inſtances in Ecclelialtical Hiſtory of the bloody and 


txagical Effects of ſuch popular EleQ&ions, our own 


Country might furniſh us with very many ſad Experi- 


ments, when the Pariſhoners could not compromiſe the 
affair pcaceably, they quickly came to Blowes, and in 
many places to Blood{hed, and Kiots. Theſe were all 


Damaſus and Ur- 
cihnusat Rome, Vid. 
etiam Ammianum 
Marcelmum. 


the good eftecs we could diſcern of their popular EleQions z it cannot be 
denycd, but that the method of electing the Clergy varied often and ap- 
peared under many Figeres in ſeveral Ages, and Countries, fince the firſt 
Plantations of Chriſtianity : but I dare boldly (ay no Chriſtian Church came 
nearer the Apoltulical Method, and morc happily avoided both Extremes, 


than the Church ot Scotland under the Epiſcopal Con- 
ſtitution. Bur you may put the Vindicator in mind 
that the Presbyterians themlelves never thought the 
Call of the People fo eſſential a Contltitution of that 
Paſtoral Relation. For there is an Act ct the General 
Af: mbly, ordering the Presbytecry to name a Minilter 
to ſuch Pariſhes as were Malignant, that is, ſuch as were 
of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion, to this pretended popular 
Election, if at any time it prove unſerviceable to ad- 
vance their Tyranny, is immediately rcjze&ed. For 
the Presbyterians do not at all believe any (uch inherent 
Right in the People to chule their own Minitlters; for 


IFherever they 
dare venture, they 
have no regard to 
the popular Call, as 
lately appeared at 
Leith, che nnan- 
mous popular Elect» 
ON of Mr. George 
Gray was refuſed, 
and one Wiſhart a 
Presbyterian thruſt 
upon them. 


they thiok the Malignants have no Right to chule tor themſelves, this is 


the ſole privilege of the Godly. 


The Malignants are not at all to be con- 


ſulted, accordingly we fcc that though their Parliament lodged the power 
of El.ction in the Heretors ard Elders of each Pariſh, or in the major part 
of them, yet no Elections are allowed by the Presbyterics, though never 
fo unanimous and univerſal, but ſuch as are promoted by their own Fa- 


&ions, witncls Muſſelbrrgh and Tranent. 


Thcie is hardly any thing infikcd upon by the Presbyterians more fool 
2nd iceonliltent with common tonetiy than this Topick from popular E1:6&z- 


0s, and to fay the trwith, the 0'd Presbytcrians never obtri.c 


{uch a 


whimnfcy up'n the People ; the Lay Patronages were not abolt Ed in Scot - 
land wil the year qy. when the Diſcipline was in its Zezith when ther s 
was ro lin Praach.d apgaint but Mzlizs icy, and the Kings Prerigative 
Royal was pitl fied by the Kirk. Presbyterzans in other Countries quiety 


fubmic to Lay Patrons: 


and indced it the Biſhops take care that noe bu 


pious and vertuwus Men be Ordained, what harm can the Ch.rc tutian 


by ſuch Preſcrt tions. 


May not the Clergy examine fuch Cand.d utes 


offer themicives to ihe Mivitiry, ccenrately and warrorply © PThs eantamn that 


D 
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the moſt wifling and ſuperficial Students do molt effeiuslly recommend 
themſelves to the People, nay there axe ſo many mean and abject Arts re- 
quikce to promote a Clergy-Man (it the Hypotheſis of the popular Ele&ion 
hold neccfſary_) that an ingenuous man cannot proflitute. himfclf tofſuch 
fervile and popwlar methods, As tor the grave and retired Clergy-Man, he 
is ſure never to be preferred; and it ſome judicious and diſcreet Patron 
does not force. him out of his Solitude, he is like todie amongſt his Books, 
and the Church has been ſerved in all Ages to the beſt Advantages by ſuch. 
as leaſt underfiood the Arts of Infinuation, and it will continue 1o until the 
end of all things. 

In the next place 1 do not ſee why the Vindicator ſhould ſay that the 
Clergy preſſed the Conſciences of their Hearers : there was nothing in our 
worlhip, but the ufe of the Loxds Prayer, the Doxolopy, ard the Apolto- 
lick Creed at Baptiſm, that they themſelves objected againti, are not theſe 
mighty Grievances to Tender Conſciences * The Vindicator tells us that Preſ- 
byterians were not againſt the uſe of thoſe Forms, but they would not uſe 
them as the Prelatiſts did. What he means by this 1 cannot tell ; but 1 can 
tell you thatall the Presbyterians before the year 1638, made ufc of them 
all; And that after the year 38. until CromwelPs Army invaded our Nati- 
on they never left off the uſing of thoſe: Catbolickand Chriſtian Forms, But 
ſuch of the Remonſtrators as were deeply in the Interctis ot the UVſmuzper, 
then left off the uſe of ſuch Forms, drawing as near as was pullible to the 
Spiritual Heights, and pretended Purity ot the Independents in the Army, 
And the Chriſtian Religion at that time in our Nation varicd in its outward 
Figure,and in their Notions about it as much as the Philoſophy of the Schools, 


- andthe wiſe Queſtions of UVniverſale and Objedum Attributionis logice. The 


Vindicator is content to uſe ſuch Forms, but not as the Epiſcopal Church 
doth command it. That is to ſay, he will do nothing in Unuy and Society 
with the Chriſtian Church, and though the Vow of Baptiſm oblige us, 
as we are Members of Chriſts Myſtical Body, to preſerve and lupport the 
Unity of the Chriſtian Church, yet he thinks he may leave the Communi- 
on the Church, without either fear or {cruplc, in thoſe very things that arc 
ſhort Abſtra&is of our Faith, and Symbils of our Profeſſion. And y«t no 
People are now fo violent as they in preffing Subſcriptions to the Presbytee 
rian Confeſſion at Weſtminſter, and that without any ex- 

Vid. PresLyterian ception, reſtriftion, or explication, | am of Opinion that 
—_ ms the Epiſcopal Clergy of Scotland have been trom their 
bares, Infancy taught in, (and are tirmly refolved to adhere to} 
the Protefiant Religion, and is it not a pi:ce of cxtra- 

ordinary vanity in the Presbyterians to inlinuate that they themſelves are. 
the. only men careful to preſerve the purity of Dodrine ? Did not the 
Clergy that addrefſed to the pretended General Afſembly, plainly declare 


that they would ſubſcribe the Weſtminſter Confcfhon, as it contained the 
F aadas 
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Fundamentals of Proteſtant Religion, But this the Vindicator thinks did 
not ſufficiently purge them from the ſuſpicion of '  Arminiang. 
There are but very few of the Clergy of Scotland that explain the DoQrine 
of Grace and Freewill after the method of Arminins 3 atid if any of them 
does not favor the Catvinian Hypotbeſi; they ate very far from propagating 
their Opinions in a faRtious manner, and not at all enclined to change the 
Pulpit into a Adetapbyſical Chair. I think it is no diſparagetnent to cither 
of the Parties-to ſay that every one of them cannot ſtate ſuch controverſial 
differences fairly, and tea(vn about them eleſ#y 3 nor isit necelſary for every 
Country Minifter to tead 4/varez and Dr. Taiſſe, Arminius aud. Epiſcopine. 
Thoſe queſtions have been debated in all Ages of the Church, and # we 
underſtand fo little of our ſelver, of our own ſoul, and its wnjox with the 
body, the method and manner of its operations, How daring a thing is it 
to pretend to griſp the infinite Mind that made Heaven and Earth, aid 
to methodize the Adts of that eternal Intelfe&, in whom | 
we live, move, and bgve owr Being ? Tortead forme of the At 17. 
School men is cvough to take a modeſt tman tremble, : 
when he conſiders that the intomprebenſible Deity is thought to be fettered 
by the Laws, Methods, and confuſed Notions of our Mind, this is learned 
Ignorance, and the Presbyterians ray think they wonderfully refornt the 
World when they oblige Miniſters to Swear their Sytems of Metapbyſichr. 
It were infinitely better to leave thetn to their Liberty in things that are 7 
patable in their Nature, and paft finding out after all out Endeavours. 
Upon the whole matter, the Objefions againſt the Cletgy from the Do- 
Qrine they Preach is vain and trifling, and ſerves no other Delign than to 
fill the Mouths of the People with words that they do not undetſtand, and 
yet havea miſchievous influence upon their lives; 

Another Topick by which he endeavours to provoke S 
the preſent Powers againſi the Epiſcopal Clergy, is, that | 220 24. Edinb. 
they are Enemics to King William and Queen Mary. : 
I have no Commiſhon to give an account of oatticeles mens Opinions in 
the Controvetlic that is now debated in Britain, but I may obſerve that the 
Vindicator puts a mean Cotnplement upon King Willkam, PYRO 
to tcil the World in Print that the Intereſt of King- Mn Eqnb. 
William, and that of the Presbyterians is embaryued to- 
gether 3 4. e. If King Williant docs not punQtually ob-  Forthey fancy the 
lerve the Original Contra& , they know well enough ©92*nant _—_ the 
what they owe all earthly Kings. Again he tells us, _— -” bole v3 
that Cuch of the Epiſcopal Clergy as xddrefſed to Kitng 2; * 

Wiliam and Queen Mary,” never thought of any fact * | | 
Addiefs, until they had loft all hopes of King Fame? att by this he 
thinks to diſparage the Epiſcopal Clergy — whereas the Argu- 
ment rightly tarn'd is to their Adyantage. That they fiever #eatherouſly 
D 2 betrayed 
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betrayed King James when they were publickly Praying for him, nor did 
they ſecretly andermine his Government when they were giving publick 
thanks for bis Adminiſtrations, as the Presbyterians did, and ſuch of the 
Epiſcopal Clergy .as came over to;King, Williem, ought to be treated with 
Civility and ProtgQion at leaſt, if it were no more but that their Principles 
of Government are more agreeable to Reaſon, and more favourable to 
Monarchy in General, and the Common Peace of Mankind. I know no 
= | a Notion the Presbyterians can have of a King, bur 
'* And therefore K, William, that he ſhould be * Arch-Bedle to the Kirk , 
having not taken the Cove- and that he ought to employ his Power and 
pore Ow _—— "1. Authority. to execute their Decrees. - The Vin- 
Sine of church of dicator xemembers no doubt the. AQ of the 
England aud its Hierarchy, Weſt Kirk, A Specimen of Presbyterian Loy- 
ſhould be Excommunicated alty to K. Willian and Q. Mary, we have lately 
upon Prezbyterian Principles, from the Proveſt of Ritherglin, who publickly. 
nd Suge AY + qwned, that they would indeed. Arm fo many: 
roth. of Augult. | Forces; and not Disband chem until K, Z/ill;am 
had Eſtabliſhed Presbytery to their mind ; and 
if he did not (o ſettle it, they would: turn him out, and uſe him as they 
did K. Charles the Fart. - But. if the /Epiſcopal Clergy in the Welt of 
Scotland 'axe  eqcmies to the: preſent Government, they are obliged -to con- 
tinuc in that ,oppuſition by the indicators Principles, fo unfortunate is he in 
his Endeavours to ferve the preſent Government, For it the Clergy in thoſe 
Shires never mct_ with any thing but Acts of Heſtility, without any Lew, 
Tryal, or {o much as any the leaſt Formality of Julticez pray, let the 
Vindieatar tell me what Allegiance do they owe upon ſuch Principles, as he 
ard his Aſſociates were wont. to. propagate under the Reign of K. Charles 
the Second 2 And therefore he himſelt (not others) delerves to have his 
Neck #retched-for adhercing, to ſuch Principles, as neceſlarily overthrow in 
their laſt conſequence all Government and Order. 
Another. Topick upon which he and others found many of their Libe's- 
againli the. Clergy, 15, that they were ſubſervient in the late Reigns to ad- 
| Rt vanee, Arbitrary Power by their Doftrine of 
$ee nr paves gle þ . Non-Retiftance and Patfive. Obedience, The 
wt © 7; .., Epiſcopal Clergy Preached, no DoQtrine bur 
the true Chriftian Do&rine, which, can never be overthrown by all (l:e 
Attempts of their Advcrſarics 3. they Preached indeed that in every Govern- 
ment there was A Sup: eme Legal Tribunal, from whoſe Decitions there 
ty no Appeal upon Eapth. , That this Supreme Tribunal was not at all to 
be reſifled, ard thErc fre, that the IyſurreBious in, the Weltern Shires againſt 
the King, Parliament, and Laws was Rebellion, in its molt rigorows No- 


- 
. 


tion : this indeed they did Preach,and Fhope they are not yet fo degenerate as 
wthink or Preach otherwiſe : as for the other Branch of the Contro- 
oy veilie, 
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verfic, whether the King of Scots may be refilted, I will tell the Vindica- 
ter my Opinion when he and I ſtands upon a Level. For where the Su- 

Tribunal may be rcfifted, and counter acted, then there is ſomething, 
higher thao what is already grantcd to be Supreme 3 but the Ring and Par- 
liament are with us Supreme, and if they may be reſted, what is ic that may 
not be reſiſted ? If Sentences interfere, there can be no Government, be- 
cauſe no final Dccifion of Controverſies 3 therefore there can be no App-al 
from the Supreme Tribunal in any Nation 3 and int» whatever Figrre the 
Government is molded, ſome ſuch Supreme Independent Tribunal! nult be 
acknowledged, whence there is no Appeal, and ct which there is no re- 
ſting 3 upl(s you ſoorder your Government as to have i | 
one part of it tight perpetually againſt the other. and Fitts dominants- 
in that caſe our Savior tells us, That 2 Howſe divided "rare devemus 

. 6 ficut nemios imbres. 
againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand, And do the Presbyterians "corgel. Tacir. 
think to recommend themſelves by aſſerting ſuch Do- 
&rines as neceſlarily overthrow all Government: ? And blowes up the 
Foundations of all Humane Society ? We have all the Governments in the 
World to defend us upon this He:zd for without this necelfary truth ro 
Notion can be formed of what is Law, Government, or Soci:ty z do not we (ee 
every day ſuch as oppoſed the Government, any where, Fincd, Cor tined, os 
Executed ? Ard this carries with it the Unanimeus Sent.uce of all Judges up- 
on Earth, declaring that the Government is not to be Reliltcd in its firit and 
Supreme Authority: neithcr ought the Sccrets of Government to be {o pro- 
phanel, as to be laid open to th: Cenfure and Objections ot eve.y petulant 
Megl:r, It is not our bulineſs, who live in private Starions, to Carvaſs 
the Myſteries of State 5 Gcd ordinarily gives to ſucli 25 are at the Helm of 
Government another Spirit, than that he befttuw.s upon pr.vate M.ch, their 
care muſt extend far and near, we mult not upon all occalinns publiſh our 
Comments upon their adjons, far leis ought we to fly to Arms when our 
Caprice 15 not {atished, nor when the Dreams ard Deluſims of our particular 
Sc are diſcouraged. For, It men may run to Arms upon cvery occalion, 
the Political World ſhoul 1 quickly tumble into the Original Chaos. What- 
cver Partics then there are that oppoſe the Doftr n- of Non-Refittance, 
thus ſtated, are Encmics to all Gaverument, and when thiy themfclves arc 
igvelicd with Power and Authority, their PraCtice b:ti-s their former Noe 
tions, and expoles ſufficiently their Chimerical eas , and whatever branches 
there may be of this Controverſie, it mult be agiccl] to on all hands, that 
the Scots Presbyterians were Rebcls under Charles |, awl Charles WM. in all 
the Formalities of Rebellion. 

The Vindicatir himfcit thinks that the Authority of — Page 96. and 97, 

the Nation in the Convention or Parliam:.nrt, may tal; 
away the Leal Right that betongs to the Clergy, Hid rot the Clergy as 
good right to their by-paſt Stipends as any way had (o his yrivate Eftace ? 
©» 
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So it ſeerns that in tome caſes the Convention may i>ads the Property of 


private men, cſpecially the Property of the Epiſcops! Clergy, and this is no 
other ſtretch of Arbitrary Power, than what was praiſed formerly againſt 
the Lieges in the warmeſt reather of the Covenant, when private men were 
compelled to lend their mony to Levy an Armyagainſt the King : yet fince 
it was to advance the Copenant there was nothing Arbitrary in it, and though 
it was open Robbery, and never pradtiſed by any of our Kings, yet we 
were forced to ſtoop to Ruin and Poverty, bicauſe the Covenanters ſaid 
that this was our Liberty and Property. So they that clamour moſt againſt 
Arbitrary Power, pradiiſe it moft when they dare venture. 

Another Imputation whereby the I'resbyterians endeavour to ſully the 
Reputation of the Epiſcopal Clergy is this, that the kindneſs that any 
have for Epiſcopacy proceeds from the Eſpiſcopal Cler- 
gy's indulging men in their ſins and immoralities. And 
this is the old ftory, and contains nothing but their 
inveterate ſpite and malice, What is it that the Epiſcopal Church ecaches 
that indulges men in their ſins ?- What DoRtine is it, that's publickly 
owned or taught by the Epiſcopal Church, that has the leaſt tendency to 
the breach of any of Gods Commandincnts? How long ſhall theſe Sons of 
Strife continue in their Impadence ? Though this Accuſation be as ſenſeleſ? 
as it is indefinite, yet upon this occalion they ordinarily magnihe their diſ- 
cipline, as the molt Sovereign Remedy againſt the immoralities of the Age, 
much after the ſame manncr that Montebanks do when they ſet off their 
Drugs with vehement and zcalous Harrsngzesz and it you have the patience 
for a quarter of an hour you'll hcar all that they can ſay. Whereas a grave 
experienced Phyſitian, will make no ſuch promiſes, but he'll calmly confider 
the preſent temper of your Body, the Cauſes ot your Diſcaſe, and proportion 
his Applications to your ſtrength, and other Circumſtances, without noiſe 
or Oſtentation. 

I know no cffc& that ever the Presbyterian Diſcipline had towards Re- 
forming the World, unl(s you reckon that the murthering of Baſtard 
Children was of that Nature. It cannot be denyed but that the Presbyte- 
rian Minifters uſe long Diſcourſes to the Fhbores that fit on the Stool of Re- 
pentance, but they cannot name three of them that ever mounted that Pub- 
lick Scat but they became Proſtitntes, and when once they made Shipwrack 
of their Modeſty, one may gueſs what followed, And their publick ap- 
pearance in this manner made them imprdent, This is all the Reformation 
I know that their Diſcipline moſt eminently promotes; its true indeed 
there was a very remakable Step towards the Reformation made by Sir Fob 
Hall, and his Affociates, the tulſt year of the Revolution, when the Wells 
were locked up, and none could have freſh Water upon Sunday, yet as much 
Wine and Brandy was allowed as one was pleaſed to call for. But if by 
their Diſcipline, they mean that endleſs and pragmatick inquiſition _ all 

Actions, 
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&dions, it is as impretticable, 2s it is burthenſome; and | 
though it be a natural ſtep to advance their Smpremacy, : , SOR 
yet it is attended with ſo much confieſion and animoſtties, © © —_— 
that neither true Religion nor Liberty can endure it, It is pleaſant 
to hear them declaim againſt the Tyranny of Papal 
Power, and yet medd'e with all that ever he medled 4 = of General 
with. embly 49. 

We know what Profanations of the Name of God were occationed by 
this Diſcipline in the year 1648. when the belt of the Nobility an G n- 
try, and others were made to protels their Repentance for the Lawfu! E :- 
gagement, I do not plead againſt Eccleftaſtical Diſciplize ;, tor it is ab(0- 
lutely neceflary to the order and Preſervation of the Church, as it is a Socicty 
founded by our Lord and Saviour. But this new fantaſtick and apiſh imi- 
tation of (riftnels, is incenſiſtent with reaſon, as it is indeed deftrufive to 
true and regular Devotion, The Vmdicator uſes to refer his ReaderXXo other 
Books, I cannot condemn that pra&tiſe, therefore 1 wiſh him taKead Bz- 
ſhop BrambalPs Treatiſe of the new Diſciplire. There is nothing, more de- 
fireable than to ſee the Antient Diſcipline revived, and all men ought to 
Pray that God would dirc&t our Ecclefiaſtical Governowrs, to reltore the 
Primitive Diſcipline, fo as the molt negligent may be awakened, di- 
re&:d, and encouraged to repent, and teltitie his Repentance by the mot 
unfeigned mortification, and Charity. 

Thus L have run over ſome of the General Heads that are (cattercd up 
and down his Vindication, and given you freely but very bri: fly my Opi- 
nion of them. The rext thing | undertook for your fatistation was to en- 
quire into the Spirit and Genizs of the Author, by the Charaters that ap- 
pear of him in his Vindication, Not that I conclude him.habitually 
ſuch, for perhaps the paroxyſms of his Indignation are over, but this | may 
conclude that when this Bo k was written, he was overdriven with his 
paſſion : I do not immediaicly conclude him to be of 
the Seed of the Serpent, nor of the Race of Eſau, nor a hy png 4 
Villain, nor the Succeſſor of Judas Iſcariot, nor a Rab- NF : 
ſhakeb. Though he oppoſes the Apoltolical Government ot Epiſcopacy, 
he is not of my Opinion ; but | do not think he deferves any Cenſure on 
that account that he is not of my Pcrſuation. His Advcriaries cannot 
drive him to a greater abſurdity than it he be made to vent his Patſion in 
perſonal Reftiions, and therefore 1 (hail endeavour to ix nothing upon his 
perſon but what naturally follows from his own words. 

I charge him therefore in the firft place with open and - Pag. 94. 
avowed Partiality. He rej.&s the Teltimony of any 
man that is not of his Party, fo he rejets the Teltrmony of Foubn Gibſon, 
one of the Magiltiates of Glaſgow, becauſe, ſays he, he 
was of a party, aud: made. * a Bailiff by the Archbiſhvp + 


* Alderman, 


and 
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and all knew the Prelates Inclinations towards the preſent Crvil Government. 
His Argument may be reduced into form thus, the Bilbop was an enemy 
to the Civil Government, John Gibſon was named a Bailiff by the Biſhop : 
Ergo the Teftimony of Fobn Gibſon ought not to be received in a Matter of 
Fai: this is very hard, how can a man at London be more credibly inform'd 
ot a Maticr of Fad in Glaſgow, than by the Antbentick Teltimonics of 
the Mzgiftrates of Glaſgow , but he tcl]s us the Magiftrates were of a Party, 
and what of thai? By this method of reaſoning what becomes of Calder- 
wood's Hiltory ct the Presbyterians ? Mull not we believe him at all becauſe 
be is of a diffcre:.t perſuaſion ? Jult (o our Author treats Mr. Morer, one of 
the Prebendaries of Sarum, who wiote the hrit Lettcr of the Perlecutions. 
The Vindicator tells us it 3s one lie from the beginning to the end, and why 
all this bharſpneys and ſeverity Why ? Becauſe the Vindicator imagines him 
tobe a Facobite, though he veniured his perſon in Ireland, and (worethe 
Oath of Allegiance to K. I/illiam and Q. Mary, and wrote this Letter to 
one of his Feeleſiaſtical Superiors in England; yet the account he gave of 
the Scots Atairs did not plcaſc the Vindicator, and therefore he's immedi- 
atcly transformed into a Facobite. This is a very hard caſc, but why may 
not even the Facobites be received as Witnelſes. The Fews when they 
ſwcar upon the Pentatexch are received as Witneſles beforc all Judicatures, 
and in all Courts in Chriſtendom 3; fo arc the Mahumetans when they (wear 
upon the Alchoran, and all Pagans it they {wear by the 1dol of their Coun- 
try. But Mr. Morer is no Presbyterian, and thercf re his Teltimony mult 
be xezeed 3 thus with one dath of his Pen he overthrows all the Accounts 
that he himſelf had from the IYet, to the Diſparagement of the Epitcopal 
Clergy, or in dctence of thcir Enemies, for they are 

Page $5. all ot them of a Party, and obliged by their Oaths to 

; ruin Epiſcopacy. And again he rejects the Teſtimony 


of a great and an at Hiliorian, becauſe he was no 


A. = Presbyterian. And again, The Teliimony of a Mini- 
De de. niſter, Witncfſing the Perſecution of anotber, mult not 
OS . 


be reccived. 
Another thing very remarkable in this Book, 1: the Author's percemptory 
and dogmatick pretences to the us Divinum of Presbytery, cortrary to the 
Modeſty, or rather Caution of th= tirlt Presbyterians, 
Vid. Confeſſion of who declarcd in their publick Contdlions, that all 
Hays are Church Polity was varzable, and changeable; but the 
: Scots Presbyterians, think they cannot quſtite their Zeal 
tor their new Polity, unlefs the People believe it to be of Devine Riabe. 
But how to make vp this Uivinc Ripht from the Precepts uf our Savinr, 
or the praflice of the Apitles, or the Succeſſion of the tirtt Ag:s of © brijti- 
axity, they know not; they are relulved co lay it is of Droine Right, and 
then they work hard for {trained Conſequences, and hence it is that chey are 


very 
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very angry if their intrinſick Eceleſiaftical power lodged ' in this parity: be. 
not obcyed, or queſtioned. So the Vindicator complains that ſich of the. 
Epiſcopal Clergy as addreſſed to them, did confider them no otherwiſe than 
as a Company of men that derived all the Pawer they had from the Con- 
vention, and was not this a mighty aftront ? They cannot endurethat they 
ſhould be conſidered as Delegates of the State, when as yet all the Nation 
knows, and common Senſe mult determine they could have no/power over 
the Epiſcopal Clergy, but what they derived from theState 3 and therefore: 
all along he afſerts poſitively, that the Scots Presbytery is the immediate 
Inſtitution of eſus Chrift. But I mult be fo juſt to him as to acknowledge 
that moſt of all his Brethren, are equally peremptory and dogmatick upon this 
Head, ard though Calvin acknowledges great honor and deference to be due 
to Prelates etiam boc nomine, it they ſhould embrace the Reformation, yet his 
Diſciples are more improved, and cannot endure that any othcr Church 
Polity ſhould prevail. From this proceed the highand lofty Epithets they 
beltow upon Presbytery 3 Chriſts viſible Kingdom wpon Earth, his Royal Crown 
and Scepter, his expreſs Inſtitution and Diſcipline. And upon this Hypo- 
theſis they become proud and infolent, they deſpiſe all 
their oppoſites as mennot acquainted with the Spirit of. —_— os 
God. and enewies tothe Kingdom of Jeſus Chrill, * © ©* _ 

Another thiog I take notice of in his Writings, is, his rudeneſs and vanity. 
He repreſents his Adverſary as a Liar, ard a Villain, though he cannot prove 
that the Author of the Hiftory of the General Aſſembly wrote one Lae, 
from the beginning to the cnd, it the Accounts he got from ſuch as were 
preſent were not fo exac, he himſelf was not to be 
blanicd 4 but the Vindicator cannot prove that any in- Pag. 123. 
formation he got was falle. Again, one of his Ad- 
verlaries is repreſented as a Liar, and a Slanderer, and tell us again that 
the Council appuinted that no Decreet (ſhould pals in favour ot the Epit- 
copal Clergy, until the Parliament ſhould determine in that extraordinary 
caſe; where | take notice, that according to the Vimdicators prelent Dv- 
&rine, the Council may {top and diſable the Laws, elpccially when the 
the Epiſcopal Clergy Profſecute their Debitors before the Ordinary Judge. 
and therefore the Council may invade any mans Lega! Property, contrary 
tothe Law, and much moe the Parliament z yet this is a !irctcht 0) Ar- 
bitrary Power, never heard of in Scotland notwithlianoing of all the Lule- 
ous Clamors of that reſt/eſs Faction, He may it he wil endeavour to ju- 
ftihe that Arbitrary (tretch, but 1 think that they who were mot active mn 
it, do truly think ſpame of it as a thing as muc'1 unprecedented aud 2:- 
warrantable. 

Again, He infinuates that the Clergy hid Clubs try Dag. 55 
4:ivking, and that it is av impudent tailhood: that ct» 
thur Dr. R. or Mr. Malcolm wadc application to' the Presbyterizins. An 
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for the laſt whether he imade application, or after what manner, I neither 
know-not ſhall I ever enquire. As for the firſt he is at his reſt, and I 

will not rake into his Afhesz but this is certainly known, although he had 

addreſſed unto the Ptesbyterics, he had been rejected becauſe he was one 

of the Miniſters of Edinburgh; for his Party had determined to break 
through all obſtacles of Juſtice and Decency, rather than ſuffer any of the 

Epiſcopal Clergy- to concinue within: che- City of Edinburgh. Nay, no 

Presbyterian was allowed, if once he had made the leaſt Advances of Com- 

plyance with Epiſcopacy, as was then too viſible in the Caſe of Mr Wlky. 

The Vindicator's clowniſh Buffoonry, and inlulting over the aflictcd, 
in the 4th. page, I omit. You will excuſe me if I do not tranſcribe the 
moſt part of his Book, the ordinary Epithets he beſtows on his Adverſa- 
ries are, that they are im t Slanderers and Villains ; but when his He- 
yoic Paſſion is put into a higher fermens, ihcy are Smeceſſors of Fadas Tſca- 
ridt, and Rabſhokgs. No doubt the Siſters will think that the Vindicator is 
a precious convincing man, he tramples upon the Epiſcops! Clergy as if 
they were below his notice, there is no grapling. with a Giant of fo much 
flrength and reaſon. 

We mult be taught better manners than to venture upon this man of 
Oak and Forehead, poor Creatures ! Have not we been taught better than 
to'make publick the Secrets of the Fadtion ? if this man wiite once again, 
he will rziz us for ever. 

Fs not the World well mended by this Reformation ? But I had rather 
prove the Vindicator a Lyar than call him ſo, and therefore you may ask 

| him who gave him information that my Lord Drndee 
had gathered together at Edenburgh two thouſand men 
of the Kings dizbanded Forces, that with them he 
might ſarprize the Convention, when all the Nation knows that when he 
retir'd from Edenbzrgh he had not above thirty or forty to attend his Per- 
fon, Who ſaw the two thouſand ? And how comes the Yindicator to fix 
upon that preciſe number twice * Where were they Muſtered ? And is it 
likely that my Lord Dxndee at the Head of two thoufand well trained 
-o1d Soldiers could be forced to retire trom Edenburgh by all the Vagabond 
Ruffians that came from the Weſt. Let the Vindicator recolle& himſelf a 
little, and enquire where he had this #:formation. What my Lord Dun- 
dee intended is not the SubjeR of our preſcot enquiry, but I am very ſure 
that. if he had had the fourth part of that n»mber the Vindicator alledges, 
he could have quickly made the Convention at that 
time retire: and this | confidently think, though che 
Vindicator Confutes this probability by telling Mr. Morey 
that the Presbyterian Confidence is built on a better foundation than (ſuch 
as Dundee was; and here I muſt take notice of this Gentlkmans Chay;- 
able. Temper and Condefcertion, Ms. Morer, one of the Prebcrdarics of 

Sarum. 


Pas. 49. 


Pag. 13, 
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Sarum, wrote that none doubted but that if my Lord Dundee had lived he 
would have changed at that time the Face of Aﬀairs in Scotlayd. From 
this the Vindicator concludes that the Epiſcopal Party in Scotland placed 
their Confidence in none higher than my Lord Dwndee, how is it poſſible to 
ſhun thoſe venomons darts of ſpite and ill yatwre ? So when ever you ſpeak 
to a Presbyterian I adviſe you to take good heed what you ſay, and how 3 
if you do not ſay every thing that may be ſaid, they are ſure to conclude, that 
what was Icft wnſaid was not at all believed by you : fo when Mr. Morer 
writes again he muſt tcil his Patron that though ſuch a change was probable 
according, to the firwation of Aﬀairs at that time yet the Epiſcopal Party 
placed rheir Confidence in God. For it his words are not thus guarded the 
Prcsbyterians will immediately conclude that the Epiſcopal Party are but a 
pack of Atheifts that place no Confidence in God, but lean on the Arm of Fleſtr. 
[ return from this Digreſſion to that that I lately mention'd, vis. The 
Vindicators fiory of two thoufand disbanded Soldiers, which carrics with ic 
all the marks by which a willfz! and deliberate lye, may be known from 
modeſt and ingennxows Truth, and the reaſon why I inſtance in this particalar 
is becauſe the Vindicator was at Edenbmrgh, or not tar from it, _ that 
time, and therefore it is not probable but that he might have known the 
truth : and from this I conclude that ether he lies deliberately, and will- 
fully, or his Informers arc Lyars, and idle talkers, or at bett he himſelf, 
is guilty of ſupine negligence, in gathering trace Informations, For to do 
him Juſtice, I promilec to retra@ this publickly, if he get five or (ix men 
of any note even amongli the Presbyterians in Edenburgh, who will declare 
it under their hands that they knew that my Lord Dxndee had gathcred to- 
gether two thouſand Dirbanded Soldiers at Edenburgh, before he retired 
trom the Convention. And the Vmdicator himfclf cannot deny but that this 
is an extraordinary picce of Condeſcenſton, that | ſhould leave it to be 
decided by the Teſtimony of Presbyterians themſelves, fince he rej. &s all 
Epiſcopal Witnefſles. 
The next thing I inflance, as to his Candour and 
Integrity, is this, that in the third page of his Preface he 4 w 
writ.s, that there was Advice writen by Dr, Canaries © ane 
to Mr. Lisk, to be communi:ated to the Epiſcopal Party, That they hou'd 
yield feigned Obedience to the Presbyterians at preſent, and theſe words he 
cauted to be Printed in a diftcrent CharaQer, that cvery one might conclue: 
they were the words of Dr. Canaries Letter z whereas the DeQtor never 
wrote ſuch a thing, nor any thing that cao yield any ſuch Conſequences And 
'ris yet more pleaſant to read his Letter that juſtihes this difingenuous 
uſige, becauſe forfooth feigued Obedience was a Scriptural Piizale, ard 
though the Doctor wrote no ſuch thing, yet he thinks he was alluwed tv 
Print this Relation of him, fo as all the World might conclude theſe wores 
w:rc the expreſs wo:ds of Ds, Canarie's Letter, ard this Lie is more un- 
E 2 ParGOaes'e 
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pardonab!le than the former, becauſe it is deliberate and wnyepented off, F 
{hall mention one Inſtance more of his Candour and Integrity, and it re- 
latcs to Mr. Macmath, whom he injures moſt atrociouſly, 

And becauſe he raiſes all his Batterics again Mr, Macmath, the Mini- 
ſier of Leſwade, we need no orher proot of the Vindicators ingenuity, 
nor no other Character of his genizs than to read that part of his Libel 
that relates to Mr. Macmath. Firſt, he charges him with Drunkenneſ7, but 
the Vindicator knew no (uch thing, only the barbaraus Villains who 
wounded him upon the Road as he was Trav:lling from Edenburgh to his 
own Houſe, they would take care to trav{mit to the Vindicator luch (tories 
as were moſt convenient for him to propagate, but Mr, Macmath was that 

very night, before he came from Edenburgh, in the 

Mr. Riddel of company of two Gentlemen of Honor and Integrity, 
Hayſning im the and appeals to them whether they could perceive in 
Foreſt, and Captam ts chhee &þ Gate he 
et Sn} im either the firſt beginnings, or the leaft appearance of 

any excels or diſorder, and their Teſtimony is of greater 
authority than all the ftories that the Vindicacor can patch together from 
ſuch Villains as made an attempt upon his lite, 

Ncxt he charges him with amorous, wanton, and /aſciviows behaviour, 
and I am glad the Vindicator mentions it, becauſe in this very ltory we have 
a notorious inſtance of their Villany and Hypocrifie : there was a poor 
woman hired by the Presbyterians to ſay that Mr. Macmath once made Love 
to her, and ſhe was prevailed with by her Brother, a Presbyterian, to ſay 
ſo, and when ſhe was encouraged by them again to adhere io what ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe declined it, and told them that ſhe had ſaid enough for any thing 
ſhe had gotten, Her Brother, who had taught her thus to accule an inno- 
cent man, was fmitten with ſuch a remorſe ( when he came toconſider more 
narrowly what he had dove) that he was in hazard to deſtroy himſelf, and 
aQtually did ſo, when he removed to the next Pariſh, by ripping up his 

own Belly. But it is no wonder to hear Mr. Machmath 

Anno 38. thus calumniated, when they had the impudence to ac- 

cuſe the Venerable Old Archbiſhop Spotfwood of Inceſt 
with his own Niece of fourteen years old. And to make an end of what 
corcerns Mr. Macmath, let me acquaint the Readcr that ſuch as were mol; 
aCtive in his Trouble and Perſecution, very ſhortly after felt the ſeverity of 
Gods jult Judgment. Jebx Clark,, who beat him with the great end of his 
Musket, was ſuddenly bruiſed to death by the fall of a Tree in the Wood of 
Ryſling, ſo that he never (poke again : and tor the other Mr, Borthwite, hiis 
Confcicnce did lo check him, that he had no peace until heended his life in 
a moſt lamentable Diſtraction and Mz2dnels. 1 am not fo bold as to inicr 
that the Pexrſecuting of Mr. Macmath was the only fin that diew upon them 
the vilible and ludden marks of Gods heavy diſplealure, but I may very 
falcly ſay that the Signatures of Gods anger are frequently legible enougt 
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in the puniſhment of ſome mens fins, and that Atheiſtical Hypocrites (cl- 
dom eſcape his indignation even in this World, 

As for the Vindicators Tattling of Mr. Finlaſone, Mr. Finlaſone himſclf 
denyed all when he was challenged. But, that I inay no longer detain the 
Reader, nor yet condemn my felf to the drudgery of rakirg into thac 
Puddle that is here heaped together againſt Mr, Macmath, let him com- 
pare the following Authentick Certificate in favours of Mr. Macmath, ſub- 
ſcribed by the Gentlemen and others of his own Pariſh, with all the little 
knaviſh and impudent Lyes that the Vindicator has gathercd already, or my 
hereaftcr invent, and then let him Judg as his dilcretion will lead lint. 


Leſwade, Auguſt 10. 1689. 


E Subſcibers, Heretors, or ſuch as repreſent them, Elders, and others 

within this Pariſh of Le(wade, do hereby Declare and Teſtifie that 

My. John Macmath, preſent Miniſter there, has been above theſe twenty years 
bygone in the ſaid Miniſtry to our great ſatisfattion, and has Preached the 
Word of God faithfully, and performed other Duties of bis Miniſtertal Fundi- 
on diligently > his Deportment and Behaviour being ſutable to bis Dotirine and 
Sacred Employment : wherefore we do own him as our lawful Miniſter, and 
are well pleaſed that be be continued in the peaceable exerciſe of his Miniſtry 
amongſt us, as witneſs theſe preſents ſubſcribed with our hands, Sic Subſcribitur, 


Sir 13/1. Drummond of Tho. Geddes. 


Hauthornden, Kt. $Villiam Drummond. Archibald Fobnſtone, 


Fx... was 5 Hye, e Fo. Saintclare, Fu. Mulckin, 
Lately one of the Magi- Tho. Reok. 

ſtrates " Edenburgh. . © 7o. Jobnſtone. Ad, Threplain. 
Repreſenting the Bar- IWill. Ram(o 

ronry of Preſtone. © Ro, Preſton. a Is ” 


Nicol/one of Trabrowne, 


one of the Magiltrates - Fa, Nicolſoxe, WWF uliam Poxerſell. 


Edenburgh, as repreſent- 
ing Leſwade Barronry. 
Son to the L. Preſtone. ] Alex. Preſtone, 
Town Major of Eden- Jy 
burgh, living in the Pariſh { Major Will. Murray. | Juv : Rs 


of Leſwade. 


Malicrs of Familics. 


Son to the L. Preſtone. ]Char. Preſtone. Pat Inytlaw. 
Son to Major Murray. ] Pat. Murray. Ta. Moriſone. 
To. Matbre, 
Elders. Geo, Fohnſtone. 
Alex. Lawder. Da. Mackall. 
Fa. Chiſcholme. Alex, White. 
IViil. Dovie. Aid. Summer. 
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Again he tells us, that it is well known that the 
Pap. 12: Epiſcopal Party made afl the ayer they were capable 


of to carty the EleGions for the Convention, when it 
is far better known, that in {:veral Shirrs the Epiſcopal Gentry declin'd 
induſtriouſly their being choſen for that Convention, particularly in the Shire 
of Roſy where the Vindicator dare not fay that the Presbyterians can carry 
the Elefions. And let me but once for all tell you, that che Presbyterians 
had many Advantages ot their Oppoſites at that time not to be named, To 
be ſhort, his Book is every where interſperſed with the fillieſt Þ-ufflings 
and tergiverſations : it is not enough for him to ſay that he is not acquainted 
with the Matter of Fact, when any thing is affirmed by his Adverſary, 
that he is a ſtranger to, but inſtead of this ; he preſently flics in his Face 
and gives him the Lie, VII give you one Inſtance of this rudeneſs, Mr. Morer 
wrote to his Patron, that there were ſome that Satce in the late Convena- 
tion, who were not infeft in their Eſtates, and conſequently were 
excluded by the Fundamental Laws of the Nation. This the Vin- 
dicatoy denics, and tells us, his denial is a ſufficient an- 
Pag. 12. (wer, and all this becauſe Mr. Morer did not name the 
Members of the Convention that were not infcft in their 
Eflates, Had it not been an extraordinary indiſcretion to have named parti- 
clay Gentlemen, and to publiſh what might be (oprejudicial to their Intereſt 
amongſt their Creditors and Acquaintances. And if the Vindicator will ge- 
nerouſly conceal their names, he fhall know them too when he hr - 
and when he thus contends for the honor of that Convention, he in the 
next Linc blwnders moſt zuhappily, and tells the World in Print that ſome 
Sate in that Convention who were forfeit for High Treaſon by all the ſo- 
lemnities and forms of Law, and that before the Sentence was Repealed by 
any Fudicatory : and therefore I adviſe the Vindicator not to bind up the 
Sovereign Powers of the Earth to little PunGilio's and Forms of Law, but 
Ict him be a little more kind to Arbitrary Power, and the extraordinary Exi- 
gences of State, And ſince he thinks it very juſt that the Convention 
ſhould allow ſuch a proc. dure again(t all the Forms of Law; why may 
not he allow the King and Council to put the very Laws in Execution 
againſt Phanaticks, when the eſſentials of Government are endangered by 
their Conſprracies and Inſiurredions. There are frequent Inſtances of his 
Diſingenuity and ſhifting, which no body expcCts ſhould be particularly re- 
futed : becauſe they engage ones enquiries into all thoſe Pamphlets he pre- 
tends to refute; and becauſe the Book would {well to a prodigious Bulk, 
and the Pablick is not at all conceraed to know the Circamſtances of every 
particular Miniſters Sufferings in the Welt of Scotland. 
I could in the next place inform you of his Incon- 
ſitencies, He treats his Adverſaries as Brethren, yet in 
his Preface he infinuates that ſuch Diſputes with the 


Epafcopal 
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Epiſcopal Party are but the ſtrugglings and oppoſitions 

between the Seed of the Woman, and the Seed of the Ihidem. 
Serpent , and that there are but few Matters of Fa 

that he pretends to any ledge of bimſelf. Yet in the next Line al- 
moſt, he tells us that he doth not build on bear-ſay or common Talk; and 
yet the materials of his Book are but the Teſtimonies of many who werc 
ARors or Abettors of the Weſtern Villenies: and if he did not build on 
hear-ſay, how came he to Print that Mr. George Henry, Miniſter at Car- 
ſtarphin, meddled with a Brewery, which. is notorioufly talſe ? And though 
this be a trifling fiory, yet is it an undeniable Evidence that the Vied:c.:- 
tor was heedleſs and inconliderate in gathering true Materials. 

Again, The Vindicator tells us that they do not think 
K. William an Idolater though he Communicate with pag, 115. 
the Church of England, yet when ſome of his Party 
mounts the Deck and declaims their Macearonicks, they poktively conclude 
that the Church of England is idolatrowse. Again, he does not allow that 
the Clergy who Addre(s'd the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly had 
any meaſure of wit, yet their Contrivances were founded on deep Conſults 
But let me tell the Yindicater, that no man, or Socicty of men, has the 
Monopoly of Prudence, the moſt cautious ſteps may be ſometimes fruſtrated 
and the wiſcft men may ſometimes widely miſtake their meaſure : anJ the 
Hearts of all Men, as well as the Hearts of Kings and Princes, are in the 
bands of God, and their motions dire&ted by his Providence. And aftcr 
all, let me tell the Findicator ovce more, that that little Contrivance and 
Formula of an Addreſs blew up their pretended Afſembly : and let me tell 
him more, yet (tho I pretend to no acquaintance in Political things } that it 
is very probable that thoſe very Laws by which the Ringleaders of Presbytery 
thought to ſecure their Tyranny for ever, will occaſion its fall and ruin, 
though they endeavour to ſupport it by the Pens and: Lxngs of all its 4{- 
ſociates. 

I could name many other Inconſiftencies, I have no room for them : 
every other Line is ſtuffed with ſuch mean and ſeurrilous Railiogs that ic 
js nauſeous to repeat them; yet I cannot but take notice of his Vanity. 
He treats his Adverſaries with ſcorn and contempt, The Author of the 
Hiſtory of the General Afembly he treats as a Sciolift, 
and as a Momnes, and he is enraged that he ſhould pre . P v. 183. and 
fume to write that one of the Presbyterian Doors TD tbers Rule 
could not ſpeak Latine: Such an Afront was not to s | 
be endured by a man that had fignalized himfelt fo much in Controverſiak 
Feats, and therefore I adviſe you when you meddle with the Presbyteri- 
ont, to make your Approaches with all poſſible Caution and Reverence. A 
Presbyterian had rather be accuſed of Adultery, Sodomy, or J:ceſt, than to 
be thought Jgnoraut, and: this is the reaſon why the Author of that Hitory 
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i: laſh'd with all the ſeverizies of Satyr, and the Vindicater would have 
torgiven him any thing rather than the lealt Inſinuation of being ignorant. 
Alas! this was not-to be be endured that one of their Leaders, and who 
had made a remarkable Figure, ſhould be thus run down and cxpoſed to 
laughter. For though the Presbyterians look very demure and grave, 
you miſtake them, it you thipk them Szoicks : If you venture to ſay any 
thing that may rob them of that. pleaſant Imagination of their own Grandexr, 
that lovely idea that they have of-themſelvgs, and their extraordinary per- 
formances. 

But I mull tell you what occalioned his heavy diſpleaſure againſt the Au- 
thor of the Hittory of the General Aſſembly, That Author gives one In- 
ſtance why he thovght Mr, Gilbert Rale did not underſtand throughly the 
things that he wrote of, becaule when he Cites the-Epiltle of St. Ferom to 

Evagrius, and from thence-Cites. the Sentence you (ce 
'* Sancti Hieron. -in the Margine * he muſt needs force the word ordina- 
Fpiſt. ad Evagr. 4;9. jn that Epiſtle to fignitie the Ordering of the Meetings, 
_ ry _—_ This Expolition the Author of that Hiſtory (luch an 
4x! moped "nag Intidel he is) thinks a little Paradoxical, if not down- 
ordinatione. right Ignorance becaufe no Eccleſraſtical Writerin that, 
or any tormer Age underſtood any ſuch thing by that 
word-(o placed, as it is in that Epiltle; belides there's no mention of any 
meeting near that word, that determin it to that fignification, And fince 
this Expoſition was {o very odd, the Author of that Hiſtory did treat it 
and the Inventcr of it very familiarly, Bctid.s, others do think that 
it this Expolition be rcceived, it will oblige us to underſtand St. Ferom, 
in many places, in a Senſe contrary to the Opinion of all former Ages. - 
Thus I tind St. Jerom informs us that ſach and 
Catalogus Seri- ſuch a man was Ordinatus ab Apoſtolzs Epiſcopus of 
prorum Eccleſiaſti- Cych a place, therefore the meaning mul} be that ſuch a 
man was appointed to meet the Apoſtle at ſuch a 
place. However the Vindicator treats him as a Scioliſt, a Momus, a poor 
ſequacious Animal, that follows ſuch as went betore him, But if he had 
been acquainted with the penetrating Geniws of Mr. Rule and others, he had 
no doubt underſtood the Fathers better, It is very difhicult to gueſs what to 
impute this extravagant Fancy to, he thought ic dangerous to allow: that 
Ordinatio did fignitie the Impoſition. of Hands, at leaft he wiſhed ſuch a 
power might not be granted to a Biſhop, and therefore he will have 0-- 


' dinatio in that Epiltle of St. Ferom to Evagrius, to fignifie the ordering ot 


ſomething, though that thing be not named in St. Freom; and if it figni- 
ties the ordering of ſomething (as the Vindicator protoundly Reaſons, ) why 
not the ordering ot a Meeting ? And if it was the ordering of a Meeting ? 
Why not the orderiog of an Ecclcfiaſtical Meeting ? Yet all this time it 
is not determined whether this ordering of the Mecting be an Authorita- 

tive 
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tive appornimg of the time when they ſhould meet, at1d what they 
ſhould treat of, or only prefiding as Moderator amongſt them, when 
the ColleAiye body themſelves appointed the meeting. + Becauſe, '1 
ſay, this 1s left uncertain; perhaps the Ymndicator will judge it moſt 
convenient to adhere to the laſt. If he had ſaid, that Ordinatio fig- 
nified the ordering of a Dromedary it had been more to his purpole, 
tor certainly the ordering of ſuch an Animal made not fo great a di- 
ſtin&ion between a Biſhop and Presbyter as the ordering of Eccleſia 

itical Meetings. | 
How contrary ſuch a fancy is to the received expoſition of that 
word, will beſt appear when we conſider other places in the works of 
S. Ferom, where the word Ordinare 15 made ule of, and let us ſuppoſe 
that the word muſt be interpreted according to the new Critick. Thus 
we find St. Ferom, Comment. 1, Epift. ad Timothe. Cap. 3, ab initio Pre- 
mum laicos inſt ituit de quibus optims quique in facerdotinan. eliguntur .& 
lic dicit quales debeant ordineri. Then the meaning muſt be accocding 
to this Jate diſcovery, that the Apoftle declared ſuch as were fit to be 
appointed to meet. Again, S. Ferom in his Comment on the  Epalt. 
to Titus in thole words : For this cauſe left I thee in Crete that thou 
mighteſ# ordain, He hath theſe words, .2uz deſunt refs tenore corrige 
& tunc demum presbyteros poteris ordinare, cum omnes in Eccleſia faevint 
refi,when all have been lamelel in the Church, they thou mavſt ap- 
point Presbyters to meet. And again, in hrs Catalogue Scyiptorum Ec- 
clefiaſt icorum, {peaking of S. Fames the Brother of our Lord, Facobus quz 
appellatur frater Domini cognomento juftus — Poſt Paſſionem Domini ſtatim 
ab Apcſtolis Hieroſolymorum Epiſcopus ordinatus, the meaning mult be, 
that * was appointed by the Apoſtles ro meet at Feru/alem. And in 
the ſame Boak 1t is ſaid again, Timorbens autem Epheſcorum Epiſcopris or- 
dinatus a Beato Paulo, that 1s to ſay, Timotby the Biſhop was' ap- 
pointed by S. Paul to meet at Epbeſus. Again, Polycarpus Foannis A- 
poſtel: diſcipulus & ab eo Smyrne Epiſcopus ordinatus, tatins Aſie princeps 
fuit, | need add no more teitimomies ro make this Critical obſervation 
more ridiculous, and I dehe all that ever looked into the Presbyterian 
Books to find any thing fo palpably ignorant and fooliſh, as this ex- 
poſition of that paſſage in S. Hier:m, except it be the Vindicators No- 
tion Cf decretum predamnatum, which I ſhall examine before 1 end this 
Letter, and yet I do not. remember that ever 1 read any Man more 
proud and ſupercilious ; but Ignorance and Pride go ordinatily to- 
gether. I ſhall not contend with him abone this nonlenhcal Whimley, 
1 with with all my heart he had writ a Book in Quarto of ſuch Ex- 
poſitions of the mot cifcult places in the Fathers, and 1 dare afture 
him ſuch Books would be read by the Youth 1n the Un:werfities wit! 
tar greater Delight than his indication of the Kirk of Scotland, And 
F have 
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I have a far greater Opinion of the knowledge of moſt of his Bre. 
thren, than, to think that there are two of them in the Nation ( ex- 
Cept it be. Mr. Ruſſel and Mr. Gourlay) that can agree with him. in 
' this Expoſition ;' the reaſon why I mention it here is 
* Null; patenti- not to diſpute with him any farther concerning it, 
ws reprebenduntur, },vt to give you an Inſtance of his inſufferable 
tad er Pride and Vanity that he reſents. the leaſt Con- 
Plin. Ep. 20. lib. 7; tradiQtion.. to his Nonſence with ſo much bitterneſs 
and imdignation * 

Pap. 183- Another Inſtance tothe ſame purpoſe we have a- 
gain p.1$3. The Author of the Hiſtory of the Gene- 
ralAfſembly ſaid, That ſuch as were thruſt into Univerſities and Colleges 
| by the Presbyterian Faction were ſhort of their Pre. 
Tacit. Convitza geceffſors. . This nettles the Vindicator, who, (1t his 
ſreta exoleſeunt, fi 1, &;.cies be ſuch as he fancies) ſhould have /lighred 

#raſcare agnita"vi- *, ' 
dan... 7 it» And therefore he compares the men of his way 
| with their Predeceſſors, (1 ſuppoſe he muſt mean 
ſuch-as are lately promoted into the Sewminaries of Learning ) if the 
Vindicator means Mr. Rules Predeceſſors in the College o Edenburgh 
that are already dead, He 1s extravagantly iwmpertinent ; If he mean 
the Ma#fers lately cje&ted, I afſure him, they never compared rbemſelves 
nor their Suffciencies with any dead nor alive; the more any man 
knows the leſs he thinks .of it 3 and though Knowledge in ir felt be 
very valuable, yet ſuch Thra/onical Boaſtings of it are very oppolite to 
the nature of it. It may be the Vindicator thinks that the ejeted 
Maſters wrote ſo advantageouſly of themſelves : but if that be his mi- 
ſtake, I dare aſſure him they had no hand in any 


As toche Chara- Hiſtory of the Aſſembly, or of. any affairs relating 


Hers given to ſome 
of them, neither 
they nor the Author 
of that Hiſtory was 
to be blamed for it. 


* Tulliys Orat. 
in Cecil. Nam cum 
emnis arrogartia.o- 
duoſa eſt, tum illa 
Ingems atque elo- 
quentie multo mo- 
leſt: /ſima. 

f Nam levia in- 
genia quia nib:il a-h 


to it, And if ſuch as love theſe Maſters ſpeak 
kindly of them, when they are expelled by a pre- 
vailing Fa&iow, he need not take ir 1ll, far leſs 
is there any neceflity to run them down with 
ſuch loud and ſaucy Compariſons *. He inſtances 
in four particulars, wherein he thinks the pre- 
ſent Maſters may compare with their Predeceſ- 
ſors, viz. The Knowledge of Books, uletul Learning, 
Prudence to dire the Studies of the Touth, Grammar, 
and the knowledge of the learned Languages F. It it 
be ſo, it is ſtill fo mach the beter, bur it 15 very dit- 


ent mhil ſibs detrahunt, magno sngenio muitaq; nibilominus babituro canvenit 
etiam ſimplex vers erroris confeſſio. Ceiſus de Medic. (1b. 8. 
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ficult for any man that was intirely a ſtranger to his Predeceffors, to 
know what Books they recommended or were themſelves acquainted with, 
Bur the Author mentioning caſually Mr. Gilbert Rule's want of Latin, 
brought the Viadicator into this lofty ſtrain of Compariſons, no doubt 
it was to let the World ſee how well he underſtood the Roman Au- 
thors, that he cites Plutarch and Simonides in Latin; but a little Latin 
may go very far if it bedexteroully managed, and ic may be worth 
his while to conlider the direction f Buchanan gave the Franc:ſcans. But 
if he would be entreated to put on a more chearfu! humour, 1 would 
tell him freely my opinion on the whole matter; and chat 1s, that a 
man may be learned, and judicious, and know 

a great many exce/lent Books, and reaſon cloſe» + Buchan. Franciſc. 

ly and yet not ſpeak the Latin readily; ſo Novi ego qui rautiim ter 
that there is no neceſlity to appear buffy and vip't _ oy; 
out of humour, tho it were ſaid that he did "T0, Jea _- fie dex- 
not ſpeak Latin parely and fluently, that ac- Ur; quecunque- loco, de re 
compliſhment _— upon long praftice and =@quacungque parata, 
upon all Revolutions ( and ſometimes with- Semper & ad nutum poſita 
out them ) the publick Schools have their #2 fatione renerer. 
Fations, -and ſome are ready to cenſure what | 

15 not "aft Neenſercable, and this might occatian the Boys to be a little 
more ſevere than perhaps was allowable, when this Rabbi ſpoke ſome- 
thing inſtead of Latin that was nether Latin nor Scotch. 

Bur I muſt tell him withal what [ heard fromeye andear Witneſſes in 
(and this I have more credible Arteſtations than any of the Teſtimonies 
the Vindicator brings to diſparage the Clergy) Thac the ſaid Mr. Rule 
did publickly in his Prele&ions m plenis Academie comitiss, lay, That one 
that did ſo and fſo,as the Church of England did, was guiltas Tdolatrie ; nor 
have I this from the younger Boys of that Houſe,.but from ſuch as need 
not be named and cannot reaſonably be ſuſpeed of lying. And I muſt 
tell Mr. Rule, tho ſuch an unhappy Trip would vikfie him amongſt the 
Students,yet it never leſſens him 1n my Opinion, becauſe ones Imagination 
may be ſo hx'd upon the thing, that he forgets what Language he oughe 
to ſpeak. But I will tell you of another thing that I.think was yer worle. 

At a publick Commencement, apprehending that a Gentleman who 
was diſputing againſt the Preſes did: bear too-hard upon him; He 
got up very gravely, and ſpoke to' the. Preſſes thus, Domine Preſes, 
require illum ut proponat Argumentum categorice. It is true, that require 
illum is Latin; for (it I remember right ) ic may be met with in 
Eunuch, Terent, But in a ſenſe vaſtly different trom what was intended 
by Mr. Rule. . For the ſenſe intended by Mr. Rule no doubt, was 
that the Preſes would © oblige the Opponent to. be more methodical. 
and if that be the meaning, ut could not be more unhappily expreſt, 
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y irere aliguem in trug; Latin (ſignifies to ſearch for one again and 
w—_— ” again,'to ſee where he may be found. I ſhall give 
Mr. Magn Prince. you one Inſtance more, It 1s this, Mr.Rule findin 

that one of the Students in a Harrangue, aces 
{ome things that were wnagreeable to him , and favourable to ſome of 
the Mefters that were lately ejefted, He got up and offered eo /lence 
the Youth, and ſaid, That ite declamat contra flariny Regni, He 
meant no doubt the late Convention and Parliament, and any thing a- 
gainſt chem in the old Latin was cont? Oraines Regyi, how this ought 
to be expreſs'd after the Reformation I know nor. I can make no A- 
pology for keeping you fo long to ſuch Impertinencies, but who can 
help ic: Why ſhall men give themſelves the trouble to anſwer 
Books fo: accurately a5 the'V indicator pretends co do, that chere muſt 
not be a Cobmrb in all their foldings unſwept. This pue the Vindi- 
cator upon many impertinent Effays, and if I had nme to inſiſt up- 
on them I could furniſh you with very pleaſant Inſtances out of his 
Anſwers to Mi. Morer's Letter. But the Vindicator muft refute accu- 
rately ; and this obhges him to conde/cenfrons below Gravity and Man- 
hood, Every where we have viſible marks of- the Vindicators Genizs, 
every where he ſtoops ſo low when he has nothing to pick up but 
ſtraws and broken Pins, the-Spitit of Contradiction eats out the vi- 
tals of his Soul, and ever and anon puts him upon filly and extrava- 
ant imperunencies: For to' nothing elle can 1 be imputed than to 
Fai impardonable vanity — bis wiſhing this Scioliſt or ſome other would 
attempt the refwting his Books, | 
" I mnuft confeſs, I read his Vindications and his pretended Anſiver to 
the Irenicum, and if he be not improved fince he wrote thoſe Tracts, he 
deſerves no particular Anſwer, for his Explication of S. Ferom's Epiltle, 
and. his Dectetum praedammatum (of which hereafter) are Indications of 
his groundlc(s and iterare Fopperies: if he had defended himſelf by the 
common Pleas of learned Presbjterians, he ought to be treated with Civi- 
lity and Diſcretion; but when he preſumes to diate either blaſphemous 
Nonlence, ( ſuch as his decreturs predamnatum ) or viſieuary and childiſh 
Romances ( ſuch as his fancy of tiie meaning of Ordmatio th S. Ferom's E- 
piſtle) he ſhould in this caſe betreared according to his CHaracter, for it 
1s not poſſible that ſo much ignorance could dwell bur in the company 
of ſo much Pride, and theretore I appeal to all the Seors Precbyterians, 
it ever they yer diſcovered any fuch monſtrous Nenſence written or 
ſaid by any man that pretended to: have read but one Syſtem 1n his 
hfetune, and yet this Mermo of a Scholar muſt forſoorh frut with 
fo much wſolkence and vanity, 'as' if he were teaching fome Amer: 
cans, who were never acquaimed with the civihzed part of Mankind, 
There have been many attempts uſed by different Parties to expole 
one 
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one another for their Ignorance and Immorahtics, but I dehie all men to 
name one Inſtance of greater Ignorance, either before or after the Refor- 
mation than this one Notion of his Decretuns predamnatum, and yet for- 
footh he mutt pretend to explain and defend the Calvinian Syſtem, and 
takes occaſion by an innocent Sentence or two, to thrult himfelt into this 
Scufflc without confidering whether he underſtood the Controverhie or nor, 
but I leave him to the Chaftifement of others. 

Good Nature and Chiiſtian Modeſty teach us to hide and extenuate 
the weakneſſes of others; but when thole very men pretend to give Rulcs 
to all mankind, they ought to be put in mind that 1t is not yet time tor 
them to appear fo arrogant and preſumptuous. AtcQation is the mzanct 
Vice, and an intollerable picce of Hypoerifie z we arc not ſo ugly by our 
natieral defefis, as'by the Accompliſhments that we comnerfeit, and this is 
the Hereditary uncurable Diſcaſe of our Pedling little Retormers, They 
cannot indure to follow the common Sentiments of Mankind, thcy are all 
for heights, and ſingularities. He that walks not m the common Road, 
where the way is fate, muſt be /i/ly, and bypocondriack, or proud, and de- 
ſigning z and therefore the Spirit of Chriſtianity teaches us to belicve and 
practice the zndiſpxtable Truths of our Religion, more than the peculiar 
Opinions of broken Schiſmaticks, and leſſer Fraternitics. Sometimes I 
bave had ſme kind Thoughts towards the Buazkers; but when I contidercd 
that they ncedlefly forſ:ke the innocent Cuſtoms of Monkind, the Uni- 
verially ackr.owledged Rules of D:cency, and the Univerſal Tradition of 
the Church, I muſt think that they are I:d by a Spirit of Deluſion and 
Pride. Nothing recommends us to God more than true Humility, and 
it is an undeniable proof of Integrity and Selt denial to comply with the 
innocent Cuſtoms of the World, and therefore our Saviour ft us an Ex- 
ample, by which we may in the mid(t of all tentations live in the World, 
and yet continue unfported by its infection. TI have digrefſed two tar, not 
tom what'l defignzd, but from the Vindicators account of things. 

L am atraid I may get upon the Finger-cnds, becauſe I did not name 
my Witneſles for the Latin Elegancies that I lately mentioned z but if he 
wiites-to the Bookfcller whoſe name is prefixr, he (hill know as many 
Witacilts as are neceſſary, and forty more fuch Barbariſms. 

To end, and to complete this Character of the YVindicator, | might men» 
tion his apparent Shufflings and Tergrverſations, for when the Outrages done 
to the' Clergy are open and wotorious, then he extenuares it as nv great In- 
jury, when ſome of them were beat upon the Head, and Legs, and others 
of them made to go through deep waters in the midlt of inter. 

Bur amongiall the Flights of his Invention there is none 
more rerarkable than this unwary conceſhon, that Eccle- P.ge 164. 
baltical Judicatories that enquire into Scandals are not 


obliged to follow the Forms of otber Courts, Lthought that the Forms of Civil 
Courts 
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{ Courts were wiſcly appointcd partly to prevent our being ſurprized, partly to 


hinder (as far as humane Prudence could prevent) all Forgeries, and Combina- 
tions, againli the innocent, and that the Forms were but the external Fencer, 
that the Law invented to guard Fuftice and Equity. But this Author tells us 
that its doubted (no doubt amonglt Learned Men) whether the Eccleſtatical 
Court be obliged to follow ſwch Forms, Ir is very odd that the Laity among 
the Scors Presbyterians, who pretend to be at the gicatefſt Remove from Po- 
pery, fhall thus calinly ſtoop to the molt intollerable ſlavery of the Inquiſition, 
Next to this Conceſſion is his fair Advertiſement to 
Pap. the Church of England, that indeed the Covexanters do 
not think themſelves obliged to reform the Church of 
England, uvleſs they are called to it 3 but if the Godly in England call 
them, then all their Ammunition muſt be «mployed to ſerve their dear 
Brethren in England. | 
| Next to this, 1:t me inſtance his ſhameful Shuffling 
Pap. 5. about the Toleration lately granted to Presbyterians in 
Scotland, he tells us, that they expreſſed as much as 
they were capable their diſlike of the Toleration given 
to the Papifts for their Herefjes and Hdolatry, yet their 
Mr. FS. Agents, then at Court, wrote Books (ſuch as they were) 
4 pleading that the Penal Laws ought to be Repealed ; 
__ but withal the Yandicator adds that they do not grudge 
Liberty to any others who can ſhew as good a Warrant for their way of 
Worſhip as they do, 5. e. they have a Divine Right for their way, and none 
others can have a Divine Right if they have it ; becauſe their way is dif- 
ferent from all otbersz and therefore at bottom they are againſt Toleration 
as the moli miſchievous thing in the World: and in the time of the late 
Troubles they exclaimed againſt it, as a thing worſe than the Calves of 
Dan and Bethel, Now you havd no other Character of the Vindicator 
from me, than what I have extracted fromhis Book, nor do I conclude him 
to be habitually guilty of fuch ſhuffling and dilingenuity ;z but fingle Acts 
may-grow into rooted Habits, He is fo deeply tinctur'd with the jwlleneſs of 
his FaGien \ thit he'll rather queſtion whether the Body of the Sun is 
Inminous, than admit the leaſt ſcruple concerning the Divine Right of 
Presbytery. | 
The next thing I promiſed to Diſcourſe of, was his Theological Rea- 
ſonings that occaliovally falls under his Conſideration, when he pleads 
the Innocence of the Presbyterians. 
It is true, the Vindicator does not delſignedly in- 
Pag. {1{t on thoſe Theological heads that I am ſhortly - to 
| ſpeak of, but incidentally they fall in his way ; but he 
cannot forbear his venomous Squibs, when he mentions the practice of 
the Catholic Church,that moſtly expoſe their Novelty and Enthuſiaſm. Too 
r 
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firſt I take notice of is his Cenſure of the Catbolick Obſervation of 
Chriſtmas; The Author of the ſecond Letter did 
very fudiciouſly obſerve how diametrically oppoſite the Paz. 25, 

-/ Lon Phanaticks are to the ſpirix and prattice 
of the Catholick Church, That they ſhould begin their Barbarities 
againſt the Clergy upon that very day upon which the Church d1d 
celebrate the Narzvity of our bleſſed Saviour ; and which the Ange- 
lical Hoſts of Heaven did magnifie with triumphant 
Songs; the Vindicator cannot let this Obſervation Paz. 25: 

als without his Theological Animadverſions, And 

e tells us in the firſt place, that the Author of that Letter wvalu'd 
bimſelf upon this fins Notion,. certainly the Author could nor value him. 
ſelf upon this Notion, but he had great reaſon to value the unniver/a/ 
practice of the Chriſtian Church trom the firſt plantations of Chri- 
ſtianity. Next the Vindicator tells us, that ic 15 ridiculous to aſſert 
that that day was celebrated by the Court of Heaven. bat? ſays he, 
Did the Court of Heaven keep the Anniverſary day? "Fs 1s protoundly 
wile. There is no ſtanding before the wit and ſmartneſs of ſuch Re- 
partees, What, did not the Court of Heaven celebrate the birch of 
our bleſſ2d Saviour? And was not the Anniver/ary Solemnity of this 
Feſtival a jult imitation of what the Court of Heaven did 2 But he 
asks 1f the Court of Heaven did keep an Anniverſary ? For the great 
Danger is in that word Anziverſary. But nught not the Chriſtian 
Church take care that this glor.ous Myſtery ſhould never be forgotten 7 
And was it not reaſonable that our Pofterity ſhould remember it, 
as well as they to whom 1t was firſt reveal'd 2 and coald the Chri- 
ſtan Church take more efe&ua! methods to prelerve the m:mory of 
it than by appointing this Anniverfary Feſtival? He grants that the 
Inſtitution 1s very ancient, but that the Church did keep it 1n all Ages 
3 ſaid without book; It he means that there are no Presbyterian Books 
that give Evidence tor this Feſtival, we grant it; but it he mean tha: 
the Church did not obſerve ut from the very days of the Apoſtles, we 
defire ro know when 1t bzgan? and in what Period of the Church ic 
was not obſerved? and then we niay {ce more clearly inco the Or:- 
gize of this Feſtival : And tho it had not been from the beginning the 
Chriſtian Church may continue the prattice of 1t upon the beſt reaſons. 
He asks again, It our Saviour was born upon the 25th day of Decem- 
ber, but this 1 ch:/diſþ and imperiment, when the Church did order the 
Commemoration of that Myſtery on the 25. of December, the did not 
decide that Chronological Nicety, whether our Saviour was born on the 
25. of December, nor Ws it needful to encreale the D2votions of the 
Church, that they ſhouli bz pzrfo:med with regard co one day more 


than to another, as if they depended upon ſuch 4 Critical Minute of 
, time, 
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time, I hope the Vindicator knows that the 25. of December in France 
is not the 25. of December mn Britain; and yer the Chriſtians of either 
communion celebrate the Natzvity of our bleſſed Saviour with regard 
to the Calculations of the Country in which they live, nay, he may 
know that there are Contiderable ObjeRions againſt 

Vid. Mr. Medes the common e£rs of the Chriſtians. But the Vin- 
Diſcourſe of Chriſt- dicator thinks that ſuch an Anniverſary day w not to 
mas. be kept by Gods Appointment. Burt hath not God ap- 
poiwted us to obey the Apoſtles and their Succeſ/ors om 

lawful Eccleſiaſtical Rulers to the end of the World : And may not 
they regulate the publick Solemmnities and returns of Gods Worſhip? Is 
there any thing in this Regulation but what hath a natural cendency 
to preſerve and propagate the great truths of the New Teſtament ? 
With what impudence then dare we retuſe obedience to the univer/al 
Church, when her Conſtitutions are ſo juſt, ſo wiſe and fo agreeable 
to the whole tenor of the Goſpel? It all the Ecclehaſtical Conſtitnt;- 
ons from the days of the Apoſtles had been written in the Bible, could 
one read it 1n a thouſand years? There was a plain neceſſity in that 
caſe to have continued the immediate inſpiration in the Church unul 
the conſummation of all things. Upon this their Hyporheſis Realon be- 
comes w/eleſs to order the publick Solemmities of the Church,the Chriſtian 
Faith being once revealed, they needed not the aſſifance of a new 
Revelation to order its publick Solemmities ; For when the feſtivities and 
Faſts of the Church were only converſant about the Articles c-© Faith 
already reveal'd, it 1s ſuppoſed that common ſenſe and diſcretion 
maſt cloath the great Myſteries of our Religion, with ſuch vehicles 
of time, place, and publick Solemnity, as belt preſerve their reverence, 
and rren{mit them to Poſterity. Bur this 15 an unfortunate miſtake, an 
eriginal Blunder of the whole Party ; and as long as they keep to this 
Mexim they mult neceſſarily continue fubborn and ungovernable, and 
ercof againſt the wiſeſt Conſtitutions of the Chriſtian Church: tor they 
| muſt have Scripture for ſuch :hings as could not be 
nia ſeriptum non comain'd 1n the Scripture 5 but he tortifies this with a 
legrmus ideo juſſim Latin Sentence, as it Nonſence could change its Na- 
10 CYedimus. ure by being put into Latin. For the Queſtion is 
not of Articles of Faith, but concerning the Conſt+- 

rations of the univerſal Church. But perhaps the Vindicator might 
yield to the Obſervations of Chriſtmas, it the Obſervation of it were 
not anniverſary, There 1s ſome hidden dangerous Plot in that word 
Amnniver[ary, as if our Poſterity were not to be educated in that Faith 


which we believe. And fo Enthufiaſtick our Presbyterians arc be- 


corre, that they broach Principles unknown to all the ſubdivifions of 
Diſſenters in Erg/and ; and tho more knowing and intelligent among 


them 
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them tiever ſcruple the obfervation of an Anniverſary day, finee they 
yearly commemorate the dreadful Fire of London, by Fafting and Prayers. 

From all this I conclude, That it is very dangerons, if not impious, 
to ſeparate from the Church in thoſe excellens Conftirations that have 
been received from the beginning, and in all Countries where the 
naine of Feſws hath been worſhipped, ſuch Conſtitutions and Solemni- 
ties have been derived from the Apoſtles or Apoſtolick times. 

When the World was enlightened by the knowledge of the Son of 
God, he did not extinguiſh the light of Reaſon, but he ſuppoſes it, and 
reaſons from it, and ſtrengthens 1t, and there is nothing more ſtrongly 
enclined towards God, and the Communications of his Spirit, than 
true and webiaſſed Reaſon. Therefore ſuch Conſftiturions [ as the rea- 
ſon of all Mankind is agreed in) have nothing in them contrary to 
the grit of = ys gone : 

It Anniverſary days and Feſtivals have been pro- 
faned among the Pagans to the worſhip of Idols, who MY. ſure Ge 
may they not be ſan#ified by the true Objet of * * ” 
Worſhip, and the honour of Feſus Chriſt ? Publick Solemmities have 
nothing in their own nature that 1s reproveable no more than the 
motion of the Sun, or the viciſitude of Seaſons, if any part of our time 
be abuſed to exceſs or riot, or the worſhip of an 1dol, we ate liable to 
the Juſtice of God. 

But when we return from Idols to the true God, when we change 
our exceſs into faſting, and prayer, and when the whole Scene is become 
pure, what is there in all this that can be blamed? Do not we ſee 
all Nations agree in this, that publick Solemnities, and anniverſary 
Feſtivals, and Faſts are neceſſary to the being and beauty of Religion, 
even thoſe Nations that are at the greateſt diſtance from our Cuſtoms, 
our Language, our Laws, and way of living, upon the Converſion of 
Nations to the Chriftian Religion ; ſome of the places where they wor- 
ſhipped their Idols have been dedicated to the true God ; and was it not 
a happy Vifory over the Kingdom of Darkneſs when the publick S- 
lemmuties of Idolatry, times and places, have changed their Obje&r, their 
Exerciſes, and their End. 

It is true, the great Anniverſaries of the Jewiſh Religion were ap- 
pointed immediately by divine Authority. But had not they other An- 
niverſaries not immediately appointed by God, and do you read that 
ever the Prophets did reprove the Jews 'S ſuch Anniverſaries. They did 
indeed reprove their negligence and mdevotion in them, but the thing ict 
ſelf was walls wo reaſonable and prudent, and a very powerful in- 
frument of true Rehgion when managed with Conrration, true Simplicity 
and Piety. Zach. Did ye at all faſt unto me ſaith the I.ord, The F[aſts 


mentioned here are of humane appointment, and yet anniverſary. 
G Out 
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Our Saviour was preſent at the Feaſt of the Dedication, fer whitch there 
was not any immediate Divine Inſtitution 3 and though he had not been 
preſent, if it had been ſuperſtitions he had certainly reproved it, and given 
dirc&ions againlt ſuch wſages in thc general. To ſhake off all the exter- 
nals of Religion, is as dangerous as the multiplying of them, the one is 
thc Error of the Romaniſts, and the other the ſuperſtition of the Diſſenters. It 
1s certain that nothing preſerves Knowledge of Chriſtian Religzon amongſt 
the Body of the People more than the Feſtivals of the Church 3 for it is 
not left to the Arbitrary or Extemporary Fits of Devotion, but the Church by 
her excel/ent Dilcipline orders the matter ſo, that it is not potſible ro torgce 
the Faith unto which we have becn once Baptizcd : but amonglt the Preſ- 
byterians in Scotland, the Pcople are taught by theix Leaders to deſpiſe all 
Forms, ſuch great ſouls ought not to be fettered to the Rules and Mcthods 
of the Univerſal Church, and therefore it is very rare to find a Child in 
the Welt of Scotland, that can repeat the Commandments or the Creed 
Cl mcan the Children of Prezbyterian Parents) and by fuch Enthuſiaſtick 
pretcnces, Atheiſm is inſcnlibly promoted, and the Body of the People 
alienated from the ſimplicity.of Chriſtian Religion, and ſcarcely will they 
allow aiy man to be acquainted with true Religion that mentions thoſe firfi 
Princip'cs cf it. It is not poſſible to tell how much their oppolition to Forms 
and Feſtivals of the Church has infatuated their People, there is nothing 
can make a Clown in the Welt of Scotland laugh fo heartily, as when the 
Curate recommends to- their Children the Creed, the Lords Prayer, and 
Ten Commandments \, and therctore they have no opinion of any Mans un- 
derſitanding, unleſs he entertain them with Diſcourſes of Gods #nſearchable 
decrees, of Juſtification before Converſion, and how the Convictions of na- 
tural Conſcicnce may be diſtnguiſhed from the Convictions that procced from 
the Spirt of God : to obſerve the Feſtivals of the Church is but a picce of 
antiquated Superſtiticn, But we ought to remember that the ftated 
Feſtivals and Falls of che Church do priclerve, and increaſe true Devotion 
and Mortitication. Faſting is acknowledged a neceffary Inttrument of 
Religion by all Nations who profeſs any Religion at all. It is not enjoyncd, 
but ſupofed by our Saviour: why may not then the Church regulate and 
dirc& the Publick Solemnitics of Fafting, as well as of Prayer. Therc is 
nothing fo proper to fix our. attention as Faſting, it delivers the Soul 
from the oppretſions of the Body, and reſtores it to iis true and native 
Sovercignty over our Lutts and Paſhons, The {tated Periods of Faſting 
oblige the molt ſtubborn and imp: nitent to think of his Soul, and the vi- 
Gble Practice of the Church Preach Rep:ntance more ctfeQtually, and 
make more lalling Imp:ctlions than the loofe and indefinite Homilies of 
iclt-conccited men, 
The External Solemnities of Religion may be abuſed (as the moſt ex+ 
celicnt things arc) when they are Ictt to the Conduct of humane weak- 
nels ; 
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neſs ; but it is not poſſhble to preſerve Religion among | 
the Body of Mankind, without thoſe Vehicles of Form +: Vid. Dr. Gunning 
and Order. Nothing hinders the Reformation of the 244+ Lent-Falt. 
Grecian Churches, from the variety of their Errors and 
Superſtitions, ſo much as the open negle& of Faſting 7? may ſeek for 
among the Proteſtants, and this Praftice is not to be "er yo ay 
defended, but rather lamented and amended. Whata ;+ bt m the old. 
Cruelty is it in all the SeQaries to deprive the People of 
the Publick helps of Prayer and Falting ? Who can juflific this, that con- 
liders the many Incumbrarces, Tentations, Weakneflcs, that we daily en- 
counter ? They that ſet up Methods of their own, in oppoſition to the Wiſe 
dom of the Church, in all Ages may amule the People for a while, but 
can produce nothing that is ſolid or uſctul, It is certain that the Grecian 
Churches had, long cre now, made an utter Apoſtacy from the Chriſtian 
Religion, if the ancicnt and hx'd Diſcipline of the Church did not re- 
tain them in the Faith, and when we conlider how much the Religion 
that we are Baptized into, triumphs over Senſualities and Concupiſcence, we 
cannot but acknowledge the Wiſdom and Beauty of the ancient Diſcipline. 
The molt ufctul things in Art or Nature, may be ſadly abuſed by Folly or 
Igaoranc*. We are not to ſeparate from the Roman Church, further than 
they have (cparated from the Wiſe and Primitive Conltitvtion of the firit 
Ages of Chriltianity 3 and all the Proteſtants abroad ſeem to agree in this 
Truth, for they Preach and Pray Publickly upon the great Faſts and Feſtivals 
of the Church, The publick Seaſons of Devotion are the Catechiſm of the 
Pcople, Iris true, when there is no day fixt for the Uniform Cclebra- 
tion of ſuch a Myſicry it may be remembred by fome 3, but it is not cre- 
dible that all the Pcople will remember it; but when the day is fixt we 
cannot forget it, and trom cur Infancy we are calily trained in the Nur- 
ture and Admonition of the Lord, and in the f1mplicity of Chriltian Re- 
ligion, free from Fewiſh Superltition (touch . not, taſte 
not, bandle na, with which all our Scaries are unhap- Coll-/7 
pily Leavencd) as wellas from giddinels and Enthaſiaſm, 

The vext thing that I mention, is his Accuſation againlt the Epiſcopal 
Church, that they were guilty of Schiſm: For, He 
tells us that he knows no Schiſm, but ſuch as was cauſed Pas. 
by bis Oppoſites, and this is pleaſant enough, There is a "ed 
Company of men lately (tated up in the Chriſtian Church, and it the 
Univerſal Church does not immediatly firike Sail to their Novelties, all 
mult be concluded Schiſmaticks. By our Baptiſmal Vowes we are obliged 
to preſerve the Unity of the Catholick, Church, we are Members of that vi- 
ſible Body, that worlhip the true God through Feſws Chriſt, and conſe- 
quently we are obliged to worlhip God in Unity and in Society, ror can 
we ſeparate from any ſound part of the Catbolick Charch, that docs not 
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rcquire #nlawful Conditions of Communion, and ſuch as arc forbidden by 
that God whom we Worfbip. Upon this Hypotheſis, I think ic impoſſible 
for the Presbyterians of Scotland to defend themſelves againſt the Charge 
of Schiſm in its moſ} rigorow and formal Notion. 

Firſt, Becauſe they ſeparate from all Churches Ancient and Modern, there 
is not now a Church upon Earth with whom they think they may Con- 
municate without fear of being polluted. Fhe Proteſtants of France ob- 
ſerve the Feſtivals of the Church, as alſo the Proteſtants of Geneve and 
Swiſſerland, and the Colvinifts in Germany do the ſame. As for the Lu. 
therans of Germany, Denmark, and Sweedland, we dare not ſo much as 
once name ther, they have all of them Litrergies and Feſtivals, and Or- 
2ans, and Divine Hymns, diltinQ from the Pſalms of David, As for the 
Sociniaus of Poland, though they agree in ſome things with them; yet they 
wauld go doubt refuſe their Communion, They muſt refuſe, upon their 
Prixciples, the Communion of the Grecian Church, and all the Subdiſc- 
ons of it : and they cannot joyn with the Papiſts, nor yet with the Church 
of England. And their Conſciences could not endure to Communicate with 
the Epiſcopal Church of Scotlaud, that was againſi their Covenants, and 
thcir Obligations, as if a man coutd difingage himſclt from what hc is 
obliged to, by the Common Tics of Chriſtianity, and the Vows of Baptiſm, 
by any Bond or poſterior Obligation of his own. 

But if there be no viſible Charch with which they can Communicate, 
they are certainly cut off from the vitible Communion of Saints over the 
Habitable World 3 and this: Pharifaical fingalarity is ſo much the more 
hatctul, that it is abhazred by all Proteliant Churchcs, and if the Vindi- 
cator will Read Durellns only, he will cafily fee how oppoſite this peeviſh- 
neſs is © the Sentiments and Pradtice of all Reformed Church: s, It is 
acknowledged by all ſober men, that to joyn with, or abet Schiſm ticks, 
makes one guilty of Schilm ; and therefore the Presbyterians can by no 
means require the Members of the Epiſcopal Chureh, to joyn with them, 
who have wilfwily and furiouſly cat themſelves oft trom the whole Bo iy of 
Chiiſtians : but there is lately found out a wiſe Diftin&tion to ſave them 
from this blow, they can have occaſional Communion with other Churcheg, 
tho they cannot have a fixt Commaenion with then. 

Betore I contider this DiftinQion, let me inform you that the Ringleaders. 
of the tormer Presbyterians in 7 my _ _ ule of any ſuch Diſtin- 

:  Rion, they themlclves reaſoned againſt S:paration upon 
—— ſuch frivolous pretences as are now alledged by their 


bytery. Succeffors 3 but the Presbyterizns have borrowcd this Di- 
CelieFron of Caſes RinQion from Engliſh Diffenters, And the former Preſ- 
againſt Diſjerters, byterians did vever {ſeparate trom the Publick Worlhip 
by the Clergy of ynder the Epiſcopal Conftitretion 3 nor did the latter Preſ« 
bytecians after the Relioration, dream of it until the year 
1604, 


London. 
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1664. that ſome of the Waftern Biges, as had fled to Holland, thought 
that the Faftjon could nat he ſupported wnlels People ware taught that they 
were obliged to leave the Comment of the Epiſcopal Church intirely. 
And accordingly in Ann. 1664. there appeared a Seditions Pamphlet in 
Octavo, Entituled, The Apwagetical Relation of the Church of Scatland. 
And it is impoſſible for any Precbyerien to name any one Book or Treatiſe 
before this Pamphlet, that puſtitied the Separation of Presbyterians from 
the Publick Reformed Worſhip under the Epiſcopal Conſtitution in the 
Church of Scotland. It is a long time fince 1 Read this Book, and there- 
fore 1 cannot give @ particular account of it, though I yxemember that the 
Author when he comes to #het Canclufion, that the People were not to bear the 
Curates, he (peaks with diffidence and hefitation, and in lome one place or 
other of that Diſpute he ſoftens this wild and extravagant Paradxe by ſome 
reſtrictions and limitations. Thot they reere not to bear them always wor con- 
tamly, but that they ought fo far to ſeparate as ta keep the Farty from 
being {ſwallowed upio the Communion of the Church. Accordingly, their 
firſt Eſſays of Scbiſm were but faint and timoroxs, they were not in the be- 
ginning fo well armed ageinfi the Remorſe of their own Conlciences, tor 
this was a Novelty, and they did not venture upon it with that boldneſs and 
aſſuer ance that atterward appear'd, to that degree that our Governors were 
torced to mare levere Laws againſi their Field Mcetings, which were jutly 
termed by our Lew the Rendexzzouze of Rebellion. And : 

though the Bigots in the Welt had advanced this Para- The ons of 
dox, yet the Prerbyterians of greatelt Note and Learning _ Am __ 
cook no notice of it,but kept the Communion of the Church =; 
after the Reitoration of Epiſcupacy as prntizally as any — Mr. Ro. Douglas, 
Church-m#. And it i very obſervable that all the Prel- -u4 : 334 — 
byterian Miniſters in Scotland, made uſe of the Chriſti- therford Mor.) _ 
an Forms of the Lords Prayer, Creed, and Doxvlogy, and many ek. 
until Olivers Army invaded Scotland, and the Tadepen- 

dent Chaplains in that Army thought thets own Dyſpenſation was above that 
of Geneva, Upon this, ſuch of the Presbyterians as would recommend 
themiclves to the Vſwrper, and ſuch as had his Ear, forbore thuſe Forms in 
the Publick Worſhip, and by degrees they fell into deſizerude (tor it was not 
Creditable to be out of the Falhion) and yet they have the Confidence to 
juttitic their Separation from the Epiſcopal Church, paxtly becauſe ſuch 
ſuch Chriflian Forms are retained in the Publick Worlhip. 

And though they diſpute againft the ufe of Forms, yet Theſe Chriſtian 
they proneunce the Apoſtolick, Benedidtion after Sermon, Forms were rejected 


by Baſtard Preby- 
| go” », by Baſtard Prey 
as others do. CcXxCcpr tome few who love rather to Pa tcrians that grew 


raphtale it, than keep to its Original ſmmplicity, The ;,gou che Indepen- 
happy temper of Schiſmaticks leads them to do every dent Stocks 
thirg againſt the Spirit and Pradlice of the Church ; 


and 
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and though the Canonical and Univerſal Methods of the Church are tem- 
pered' with regard to our weakneſs and infirmities, yet they love tofly in the 
Face of their Mother, when (he tenderly binds up their Wounds, and offers 
her Afſuitance to prevent their Ruin and Danger. 

F have almoſt forgot to enquire into the meaning of that diſtinction of 
occaſional and fixed Communion, «Why may not one do that conflantly 
(tince the Common Tycs of Chriſtianity oblige him) that he may do oec- 
caſionally ? But it the meaning be that their Conſciences allow them now 
and then to hear an Epiſcopal Presbyter Preach, or Read, though they 
dare not venture upon the higheſt Acts of Communion, ſuch as receiving 
of the Lords Supper, at this rate they may have this occaſional Communion 
with Papiſts, Grecians, fews, and Mabumetans, tor they all teach {ome 
great and common Truths which they dare not refuſe, 

Bur {.condly, It is apparent: that: the : Scots Presbyterians are Schiſma- 
ticks in the ſtriffeſt Senſe, becauſe by their Principles they mutt necds pro- 
fels, that if they had lived one hundred and fifty years before the firſt 
Council of Nice, there was then a neceſinty to . ſeparate from the nity of 
the Church. ' For then all thoſe things that they ſcruple at in the Publick 
Worſhip were pratiiſed by the Univerſal Church, the Solemnities, and Feſti- 
vities, the Publick Falts, the Altars, the Hierarchy of Biſhop, Presbyter, 
and Deacon. Nay, the Dignity. of Metrapolitans is ſuppoſed as Ancicnt 
and Venerable by the firſk Council of Nice. So upon the Presbytcrian 
Hypothefir, they ſhuuld have been obliged if they had lived amongſt the 
Ancients then, to keep up diſtin and ſcparate Conventicles, when the 
Purity of their Lives, and the Glory of Martyrdom, and Patience, made 
them ſhine to: the Confuſion of their Enemies, when their Zea! for God 
made them 74@oriozs over all the Powers of Darkneſ7, when bytheir Faſt- 
ings and thcir Prayers, they crucified the Flelh with all its Luſts arid Aﬀe- 
Gions, when they taught the Goſpel in its Majeſty, and Simplicity, and 
bafled the Objection of the Pagans by their heavenly Converſation, Let my 
Soul be with thoſe firſt Chriſtians, 1 would chuſe their Company at all ad- 
ventures, without the leaft fear of cither Chriſtmas, Eaſter, or Good Friday. 

But thirdly, The preſent Presbyterians mult be Schiſmaticks, by the Dc- 
&riine and Practice of their Predeceſſors. This I have touched a little b: fore, 

Fourthly, I delire the Presbyterians to name ſome Schiſmaticks in the 
Records of Eccleſiaſtical Hiltory, that are now acknowldged by the com- 
mon conſent ot all Churches to be Schiſmaticks, and then | enquire what it 
was that made them ſ#ch, and if this be not agrecable to the Presbyttrians 
more eminently, than to any rank of the ancient Schiſmaticks, I am wiltaken, 

But fitthly, They themſelves do not deny (nor can they) but that they 
arc Schiſmaticks in St. Cyprian's Notion of Schiſm, ſince to fſepar-te from 
ones own Biſhop was a juft and Apoſtolical Notion of Schiſm., And the 
Pregbyterians of Scotland are by ſo much the more inexcuſable in that they 

have 
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have flubbornly and fattiowſly Conſpired againſt the Apoſtolical Hierarch) 
of Biſhop, .Presbyter, and Deacon. ; 
The next thing that I remark, is his Cenſure of the T piicopal Clergy for 
Preaching Morality, pag 62. and 63. He tells us that the Author of the 
Second Letter wrote, That the Epiſcopal Party underitand the Chriitian Philo- 
ſopby better, and that it was never underſtood or preached better in Scotland, 
than under Epiſcopacy. The Vindicator replies very wittily, That be thought the 
Commendation of 8 Miniſter bad been rather to underiand Chriſtian Divinity, tban 
Chriſtian Philoſophy. But {»ftly, Sir, I do not fee that nice diſtinction between 
Chriſtian Divinity, and Chriltian Philoſophy, for it Phil ſophy be truely 
Chriſtian, it mult be reftincd upon no lower Standard than the Morals that our 
Saviour pradtiſed, and recommended ; and is not this Chrittian Divinity in its 
Nature aid Tendency ? The Author of that Letter did not underitind by Phi- 
loſaphy, the lame and detective Syſtems of the Pagans, but ratherthat Heavenly 
and Spiritxal Rule delivered by our Saviour, Þ[ hope he hasnot the Impu- 
dence toaccule the Clergy that they recommended the Pagan Morals as a per- 
fet Rule of Lite to their Hearers 3 or that they themiclves did neither be- 
lieve nor exhort others to believe the Myſteries of Faith, the Credenda of 
our Religion. It may be they did tortifie fume exceilent Arguments among 
the Phil»ſophers with Chriſtian Motives, and what the Fhilolophers (who 
ſpoke of the [Immortality of the So. with diffidence and 5:ſitation) could 
not recommend bue faintly : the Chritiian Preachers did aflert boldly. 
fivce the ReſurreRion of ous Saviour from the Dead, was an invincible 
and infallible Argument, not only of our R:ſurreRion, but of the Glory 
that (hall atterwards be revealed, There is nothing truly exccilent among 
the Pagan Writers, but what is in one place or other for the Matier found 
in the New Teſtament, and purer Morals, and greater heights than the Pa- 
gans could diſcern, Nor. can I tink but that the Preachers of the Goſpel 
may make very good ule of Pagan Moraliits. I always: thought Senecs a 
very excellent Book, but it Seneca be Chritzanifed | a5 the Vandicater (perks) 
| caovnot ſee wanat fault the Vindicator car f11:d, with Sexeca, or Marcus 
Aurelizs, or any of our Axcient Friends, For certainly Chrittian Morality 
in its trxe extent ard latitude, is nothing clſc but Epan- 
gelical Qbedignce and. Holinefs, without which no man Heb, 
ſhall, ſee God, 'And | b.lieve the Author of that Letcer 
intcpded.no more, than that the Epiicopal Clergy. did plainly and ſeriouſly 
reconiumend to their Hears the Reformation of their Lices according to the 
Chriſtian $taudard. And truly, Sir, . notwiuhjianding the Vandicators Sar- 
caſtic Paraphbraſe, I think this is very good Philoſophy, way nore, I think 
Moral Philoſopby never arxived at its truce Elevation and Meridian Purity, but 
by the DoEtrine of our taviour and his Apulilts 3 and dues the Vindics- 
tor know better Philolophy than what is taught in the Sermon upon the 


Myuunt, and in the 12th. to. the Romans, we Preach that the Wildom 
which 
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WT which is from above is pure, peaceable, gentle, and eaſie to 
y Fam: 3.17: be entreated, full of mercy, and good fraits, without patti- 


UF 4 ality, and without hypocrifie, we Preach that a man en- 
- Jam. 1+ 26. dowed with knowledge, (hould ſhew out of a prod Con- 

4 verſation , his Works with weekneſs of Wiſdom, We 
' Preach That if any ſeem to be religions, and bridteth nus bis Tougne, but de- 
wn ceiveth bis own heart, that this naamy Retigion @ vain, becauſe tra: Religion, 
"i and wndefiled before God and the Father is this, to viſu the Fatherleſt, and 
is : Widow, in their Affiiftions, and to keep bimſelf mnſpotted 
Tit. 2. 11, 12, from the world, We Preach that the Grace of God that 

is © bringeth ſalvation, bath appeared to all men, teaching ws, 
'% that denying wngodlimeſs, and worldly Lats, we fhonld live ſoberly, righte- 
iy - ouſly, and godly, in this prefent world. And truly, Sir, I think this very 
6.40" good Morality, and the rather beraute we fortifie our Exhortations, with 
the ſame motives that the Apoſtles ated, and with which the Pagan Philo- 

j fophers could not be acquainted. Looking for that Bleſ- 
" Tit. 2. 13, 14 ſed bope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
IR. our Saviour Feſus Chrift who gave himfelf for us, that 
"7 he might redeem us from all iniquity, and prifie unto bimſelf a peculiar people, 

| zealous of good Works, It is very true that the Pagan Philoſophers Preached 
:3Þ againſi Laſt and Senſnalities, and Uncleanneſs ; but could they recommend 
4:14 Chaſtity by ſuch powerfil and invincible motives as you meet with, 4 Cor. 6. 


"4 19,20. What, know you not that your bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghoft 
Wot which is in you, which ye bave of God, and ye are not your ow, for ye are 
bl bought with a price ; therefre glorifie God in your body and your ſpirit which 
. are Gods. And without all doubt S. Pax} recommended to the Philippians 
= the true uſe of the Moral Philoſopbers, when he exhorts Phil.4.8, Finally 
"2 Brethren whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever 


things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things lovely, whatſo- 
ever things are of good report. if there be any vertue, and if there be any praiſe, 
think on theſe things. Compare this with the place on 

Galat. 5. 19, 20 the Margin, and hundreds of ſuch places, and from 
35) 22» £3, #42 25» them I conclude, that to Preach what the Moral Phi- 
: loſophers commended (though we muſt Preach many 
things that they could not ſee) and to flrengthen them by Chriſtian Motives 
3s a thing very becoming the Miniſters of the Goſpel: becauſe it is indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary and agreeable to the Pratice of our Savior, and his AprfHes. 
But the Vindicator tells us, Pag. 62. That this # the diale& of men ſtrongly 
| enclin'd to Socinianiſm. I let go this mark of his ſpite and 11 natwre, for 

The | we have no Socinians amongſt the Epiſcopal Clergy of Scotland. And it he 
f 3k underſtands the Secinians, they are not ſo very zealous for Celebrating the 
Mi 34: Feſtival of Chrifts Nativity and Incarnation; nor yet are they great Enemics 
T to Presbyterian Governmens, nor can they be thought zealous for any 
| particular 


T 
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particalar Platform { were iv never ſo:agracable'to the: Canons of the 
Ancienr Church )! any: farther than ther arereft:12involy'd. He tells 
us a httle after, thatithe preaching of forme men is aroapyirn/ as Seneca 
and other Heathens: taught, o»ly Chriftianiſe4 with ſome words ;' ſo'the 
Vindicator thinks that vhe morality. they \rechmmended' to their Hey 
rers' was neither: hjpher: nor purer chan the Dottrmmes of Seneca an 
other Sticks 5\ Bdt it may /be:thart they have. read Sexeca with as:much 
attention as he did; and'cary give as good aniazconmt of the Defetts of tha 
Stoical Philoſophy, and wherein it fell ſhort of the Chriſtian Standards 
One may eafily gueſs whom he means, and intends to hit by this 
waſpihh 'accufation, Bur to puriue him thorow all his hiding places, 
and heele Subrerfuges,” is as uſeleſs as it 15 weariſom, The reaſon _ 
kept you ſo long on this Head, was co diſcover the Genias of 
people we have to'do withi 'He tells us, #b45\Philoſophy was never ranch 
preached by rbe Presbvrerians : but the Phulofophy that I have deſcrib'd 
was preach'd by S. Paul, and confequently not oppo- 
ſite unto the Dodrine of Chriſt cacified ( as he tins 
cies ) but rather ſubſervient unto it, and a great con- 
firmation of the truth- and. divinity of it; - Iv- is very true, thatithe 
Princes:'of Philoſophers underſtood not the Revelations of the Goſpel, 
but the rrue exerciſe-of 'Reaſon 15 very con/iſtewt with 
Revelation; and S. 'Paw/s diſcourſe to the: Mfhenw As 19." 
an proves him a learned and ſolid Philoſopher. And ' | 
tho the Apoltles were mean and illiterate men, yer God did! ſtrengthen 
their Reaſon beyond ths moſt accurate Philoſophers: And when he 
{ent them forth to preach the Galpzly-they became in the ſtricteſt 
ſenſe greater Philoſophers chan their Enornes.'' And tho the Chriſtian 
Religion in 1ts beg mining: appeared weak and fookſh, yet when 1t was 
narrowly. enquired 1nto;' it:was found-to be th&a{dom of God, and the 
power of God: for the Apoſtles offer'd the beſt R2alons to convince 
both Few and Gentile, that Jeſus of Nazareth was the 
Adrſſins 3 and conſequently, that there was 'mo other As. 2. 
name mder beaven known by which men mig bt be (aved 
but-the ware of  F ESUS. ''They proved their Miſſion, and their Doc/rine 
by their Miracles ; and this was an' Argument divine, a1 refragable 
in Its nature; 'asit-was obwieus and plain tothe mean: 
eſt Capacity, and therefore the Author to the He- Hebr. 2. 3, 4- 
brews concludes, that the damnation of Infidels 1s : 
the moſt juſt and reaſonable thing, becaule intdelity ic felt is moſt mn 
excuſable, '{1nce God .did bear wicnels to the Golpel by ſigns, and won- 
ders, and divers miracles and gifts of the holy Ghoſt. 
True Philoſophy * and Religion fupport eve ano- * Vid. Juſtin Mar, 
Dialog. cum tryph. 
H ther. 
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fuch excellent 24ora!s as were recommended 1n the Goſpel; and were. 
far above the lame and defettive [ſyſtems of the Pagan Schools, There, 
are:no excellent Precepts amongtt the Pagans, but what are contain- 
ed in the New Teſtament 3 and it we recommend Chriſtian vertue by 
Chriſtian motives, |think the whole undertaking 1s very commendable.. 
Why the Vindicator ſhould thus waſpiſhly Comment on'an innocent 
Sentence or two of that Author, I cannot tell; - but he may remem- 
ber that when we were Boys we were taught that Philoſophy in its «r- 
moſt extent and latitude, was the knowledge of divine and human things. 
And then. Chriſtian Philoſophy is good Chriſtian Divinity & wice 
werſd4; but the Vindicator 15 afraid leſt any. one may think him a 
ſtranger to Philoſophy, and therefore tells us, hat it may be that they 
under(tand that as welll as their Neighbaurs. And no doubt this Para- 
graph of his, that I have examined, 1s a ſufficient Evidence of his Phi- 
loſophical kill and knowledge. - | 
; , Such another Specimen of. his Candour and In- 
Pap. 66. genuity we meet with pag.65. where he again inh- 
nuates.,, - that rhe Clergy. are Socinians, &c, The; 
Author of the ſecond Letter had juſtly obſerved, that the Clergy could. 
not be errenzous, becauſe. they could ſign the 39 Articles of the Church 
of England. But the Vindicator replies, So can many. ds who-every day: 
preach againſt the Dottrine contained mm. theſe Articles. And at this rate; 
he may diſprove all external Evidences : . there 1s; no penetrating 1n-- 
to the hearts of men, they are only acceſſible to. Orwniſcience to whom. 
all things are naked and open. But the Vindicator. 
Article of a Coy may remember, that the difſenting Miniſtes 1n. and. 
feſſion of Faith. about London 1n their late agreement, require no more, 
of any as marks of Orthodoxy, than the penile. 
of 36 Articles, "The Vindicator infinuates, that though the Clergy 


do ſubſcribe them, yet they preach againſt them. This is another 
{troke of his good Nature and Civiliry ; and he may beconvinced long 
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e're now, that the Epiſcopal Clergy is not fo very =_ to do any 
thing againſt their Convictions 1n view of their worldly Intereſt; even 
when he and. his Pgrty have been ve: y ative to reduce them to extre- 
ordinary. ftraits and difficulties ; nay, 1t he will oblige me to be plain, 
1 could tell him, where ſome Miniſtets of that Fa#ion were fo villa- 
nouſly zealous againſt the Clergy, that they did folicite Wicneſles a- 
gainſt chem, where chey themlelves, or ſome of their intimate Bre- 
thren were Fudges. IT am not to publiſh Names, but 1 can prove this 
whenever 1t is found convement., 1 know the Vindicator will be very 
curious to know my Informers, but I am not obliged to be fo particu» 
lar, though I am reſolved by Gods afliſtance to perform all che pro 
miſes I make to him and his Aſſociates. 

But the next Cenſvre that he beſtows on the Clergy is of the ſams 
nature with the former. The Author of the lecond Lecter had (aid, that 
there were many among the Clergy who were notinclined to be every 
day talking to the people of Gods decrees and abſolute reprobation, 8c. 
Indeed, I think the Auchor gave a juſt account of the prudence and 
modeſty of his Brethren, but the Vindicator laſhes him here with great 
ſeverity, and tells him that his diſcourle 15 impertinent ; for they do not 
require that one ſhould talk «/ways to the people of Decrees and Re- 
probations. But here the Vindicacor gives no great proof of his __ 
For the phraſe, every day did not 1mply a Metaphyſical ſtricneſs, as 
if the Presbyterians never preach'd on any other Subje# but on the ab- 
ſolute Decrees and Reprobatian z but the plain' and obvious meaning is, 
that Presbyterians aid frequently and indi{creetly handle ſach abſftruſe 
Subjects, as neither they nor the people were able to fathom. And all 
ſuch Phraſes, though they ſeem to imply a: Logical univerſality muſt 
be interpreted, to intend no more, than that ſach or ſuch a thing fre- 
quently comes to pals. | 

The next Blow is more ſevere, and one had nee). Pag. 66. 
to be armed Capa-pee to meet with it, But if be mean 
( as he muſt if be (peak to the purpoſe ) that the abſolute decrees of Ele- 
Hon and Reprobation, both praternum as an att of Sovereignty, and 
prxdamnatum as #1 att of fuſtice, are not tobe held forth or taught to the 
People we abhor this as an unſound Dottrine, and look on him as a piti- 
ful Advocate for the Orthodoxy of the Clergy, Thus the Vindicator is 
ſufficiently revenged of his Adverlary, who 15 now mores lamentably 
ſhattered than can be imagined ; Ir is not generous in the Vindicator 
thus to purſue his Victory; 1s it poſſible that ſuch meek and calm 
Saints ſhall thus openly expoſe the weaknels of their Antagoniſts. 
But if the Vindicator were out of his paſſion, 1 ,, . .., 
would entreat him to tell me in what place of Saint Soren” 
Paul's Epiſtles does he read of a Decretum pradem. = celeſtibus ire. 


H 2 natum, 
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watwm, and what ever come of the Calvinian or Arminian Hypothe/i, - 
I am afraid his Explication is both conplicated Nonſen/t and Bla. 
ſphemy.. But he tells us, that he underſtands Philoſophy as well 
as his Neighbors ; 'pray, let him tell us in which of the Schoolmey 
or Proteſtant Ca/vinifs did he 'ever read of a Decretum pradam- 
watum ? preteritio and pradammatio may be met with, but a Decretum 

redamnatum is the peculiar invention of this * Phi. 
& Tully de nar. de- Joſopher. The Decree is the A# of God, and there 
orum, lib. Bt _ 15n04& of his.can be condemned. Sutk an unfor. 
—_— ey tunate Blunder as this' 1s was never before ſeen in 
philoſopborum. print ;  and' ver the Vindicator muſt tell us, that ſuch 
things muſt be beld forth to the people, and in imita- 
tion of Saint Pau! roo. Truly, I think they had as good not be be/4 
farth, but hid and laid up inthe. boundleſs Regiſters of Chimera*s, Non- 
extities,, and Negations. 1” think this - Deoretwm pradiummatum "may 
keep company with ſuch ancient» Gentlemen of its byn Kindred and 
Family; and ought.not ac all to be beld. forth to the people. ' And if 
you be acquainted with the Vindicator, you may adviſe him to read 
the Calvinian. Hypotheſis betore he venture to explain it. And  per- 
haps there -are'{ome about. him who may expole his explication of 
the. decrees iasmmchgsthey do his'Latis reafonings againſt 14elatry. 
> tr © 14.0 Fhenextthing I take notice of 15 his hiſtorical 
Pap: ! 111) \ Argument fromthe Cwldees, to prove that there was 
R qt 11a Prediterians Charch in Scotland in the primitive 
times before! Popery entred. And the plain truth is, this is the only . 
thing that he ſays, that deſerves'to'be' conſidered, not for any 
weight or biforice! Truth that 15 in it, but becauſe the learned Blonde! 
made ule ot 3t to ſupport'that imaginary Hypotheſis from foriie Ancient 
Teſtimonies. He had met with zt in Buchanan's Hiſtory, and that 
learned Hiſtorian took it unwarily from his Contemporary Monks, Boetins 
and others, or ſuch as were little removed from his 
Apolog. pro ſen-" guy Age ; Blonde! made uſe of 1t to ſerve the diſſent- 
eentta Hiro M > ;59 Intereſt in Britain. And to the end that he might 
7 make a great muſter of Teſtimonies, he muſt needs ere&# 
2 Presbyterian Church in Scotland towards the end of the ſecond Century, 
or beginning of the third. If they can prove this, I muſt confeſs ic 
1s of conſiderable weight ; but the great misfortune 1s, there are no Au- 
thors now extant upon whoſe Teſtimony an affair {o diſtant from our 
times can be reaſonably founded. None within {1x hundred years of that 
Period gives us the leaſt evidence for i, when I ſay fax hundred years, 
{ do not mean, that good Authors at the diſtance of ſeven or eight 
hundred years give any Evidence for it more than their Predeceſſor: ; 


but when there 1s none to vouch it within that Period, 1t 1s ridiculous 
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to impoſe it as a piece of true Hifory, And our Vin- 
dicator tells us, that tho the Prezbyrerian Government 
continue for ſome Ages in the Church of Scotland 
before they had ay: Can he name any Church upon Earth that 
embrac'd the Chriftian Rehgion, and yet none to write the affairs of 
their own time-for ſome Ages together ? But if che writings of thoſe 
ancient Presbyterians are loſt; Are there no fragments of them pre- 
ſerved in the writings of ſucceedmg Ages? There were no people {o 
ignorant as the Monks for ſome Centuries before the Reformation; and 
yet there was nothing that they were ſo 1gnorant in as irue Eccleſiaſt s- 


Pag.3- Vindicat.t. 


cal Hiſtory. And it they had been the moit /carned 


and accurate, What could they help themſelves ia an 
affair of this nature when they had no certain Re- 
cords by which they mnght tranſmit the knowledge 
No tradition of 
that Antiquity can be preſerved without wriring ; 
why then do they ob:rade this fabalous Story, lince it 
cannot be received by any known rules of Credibi- 
Ity, we have no wveftige of it from any Author that 
The Vindicator uſes to re- 
ter us in ſome Inſtances to his own /irtle Books, I 
do him a greater kindneſs when I refer him to the 
Learned Du Lawnoy, and from ſeveral Treatifes and 


of former times to Poſterity. 


lived near thole times. 


Tre Antiquity of 
our Nation does not 
depend © any ſuch 
Monkiſ/y Legend , 
but may very well 
ſtand on 1ts former 
grounds, and ſuch 
collateral proofs as 
may be borrowed 
from the Roman 
Hifloriaus. Vid. 
Macken. Defence 
of the Royal Line. 

Du Lamy. 


reaſonings of his ( which now I have not at com- 
mand ) he may learn by what Rs/es to diſtinguiſh fabulous Acconnts 


from true and /o/id Hiſtory, and not only 
dreds, if they do but argue from principles 
of common ſenſe,and the acknowledg'd rules 
of I opick. * Indeed, the Presbyterians might 
have given us fome of the Acts of their A/- 
ſerablees, 1n that ancient Period, and the 
rules of Dulciphne, as well as oberade upon 
us this Romantick Account. And if I dare in- 
terpoſe my Opinion, Ithink that the late ili1- 
terate Monks advanc'd this Fable to gratifie 
the Pope's deſign, of exempring the religions 
Orders from Epiſcopal Jurifdifion, by which 
Engine the Biſhops were: kept low, and the 
Reformation hundred, and the religious Or- 


ders encouraged, to- check their Authority in all places, 


from him but from hun+ 


* Lopgica Clerici parte ſe> 
cunda de jndicis. Deficeent i- 
bus omnabus hiſtoricts monu- 
men:ts hiſtoria gentis alicu- 
jus commoſer neqmt, nec quid- 
quam wverum miſt caſn de ea 
diet, Quot conjecture manes 
circa jtoriam ſacram & Ec 
cicjia/ticam, Juli Cera af- 
Fern: que muito majorem 
hiſt 104 1m requirerentlucem, 
fs de 1s quidquam certs fta- 
tuendum e/]et 7 


This 1s f6 


known, that it needs nether proof nor waftyation ; and this Fiction of 
the Culdees governing a Church without the authority of a Biſhop, in- 
vented in the'days of Barbariſm and Seprrſtition, {ſeems naturally cal- 


culated 
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culated to advance this Deſign, and to depre(s the Epiſcopal JuriſdiQion. 
For the Monks that propagated this Story, were more converſant in little 
Legends, than the Writings of the Ancients. And hardly is there any thing 
more oppoſite to the Univerſal Teſtimony, and : ſimplicity of thoſe Ages, 
than this Menkifh Fable of Presbyterian Government, towards the end of the 
Second Century, or the beginvings of the Thied, when all the known 
Records of the Chriltizn Church #wnanimoxſly declare for the Hierarchy of 
Biſhop, Presbyter and Deacon, and the Succeſſion of Biſhops from the Apoliles, 
le is not poſſible to preſerve the memory 

* Tullius pro Archia Poe- of the greateſt men *, the greatett Congqueſts, 


ye _—_— rpg GO or the moſt remarkable Actions, unleſs they 


eumulum aſtitiſſet. O fortu- ITE timeonſly committed to writing. Unwritten 
nate,inquit adoleſcens qui tue Tradition goes but a ſhort way, and is not able 
virtutis Flomerum praconem tO ſupport it {elf with any certainty, for any 
inveneris ! & vere, nam niſi number of years. Is it likely that the Scotiſh 
_ Illa exezerſſet idem eumu- Ch ch had any other Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
Us qu corpus efus contexerat . . NA 
nomen etiam obruiſſet. ment than what was received in the Chriſtian 

Church when they were converted to the Faith ? 
and is it not very [ad that there are no parallel Inſtances of any other Church 
from abroad ? By whom were they Converted ? And is it not reaſonable to 
think that ſuch as were znſtrumental in their Converſion, would plant the 
Eccleſiaſtical Government amongſt them that they were acquainted with 
themſclves? And are there any foorfteps of ſuch' a Government amongſt the 
more polite and learned Nations, who becauſe they had the Advantages of 
learning, might ſooner tranſmic to Poſterity the Knowledge of their Eeele- 
fraſtical Afairs. And It me ask the Presbyteriens, it they had all the Te- 
ſtimonies of the Ancients in favours of their parity, and that we only had 
tie Authority of ſome fabulows Monks in ſome remote Corner of the World 
to ſupport our - Hierarchy, and. that in an Age of ſhameful Ignorance, and 
Darkneſs, when they impoſed upon mankind, and multiplyed their viſionary 
Legends, I ask, how the Vindicator would treat us if we appeared with our 
Culdees againlt the undoubted Records of the Fatbers, the Univerſal Suftrages 
of Councels, the Succeſſion of the famous Sees, and the glorious Cloud of 
Witneſſes, that by their- Zeal and Sufferings enlightened the World ? I 
think he would treat us very huffingly, and let us hear more than once his 
oft repeated and beloved Metaphor of the Seed of the 
Serpent, and the Seed of the woman, Would not he 
tell us of our bold and filly pretences to Antiquity. How- 
ever when the Vindicator names good Authors foreign or &domeſtick in the 
thitd, fourth, fitth, fixth, or ſeventh Century (and this is more than by 
the Rules of Credibility or Hiftory we need yield to him) 
then it is time to confider his Teſtimonies, Let him 
Read Blondel again, and fce whether that great Anti- 
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quary can name any Ancient Writer to uphold this Monaftick Dream. But 
it I ſhould grant that there had been fome Prieſts in Scotland before there 
were Biſhops in it, there is nothing in that Conceſſion to favor Presbytery 3 
for they had their Miſſion and Ordination from Biſhops in other places to 
whom they might give an account of their Travels and Smccefs, and this 
was ordinary before Nations were Converted. But when they received 
the Faith, all Ecelefiaſtical Officerz were then encouraged to continue a- 
mongft them, and this is it that we confidently affirm, that where there 
are any Records of Nations and Countries Converted to the Faith, there 
do we meet with the Ecclefraſtical Hierarchy of Biſhop, Prerbyter, and Deacon, 
over the whole Chri(tian Church, The Primitive Contefſors and Mars 
tyrs Travailed the World over to gain Profelytes to Chriſtianity, ſome Bi- 
ſhops, ſome Presbyters, ome Deacons, fome Lay-men ; but whcrever there 
was any conſiderable number of Converts, then they became an Organical 
Church, and had Biſhops and Presbyters Conſtituted, wntil their ſound 
went unto all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the 

world. Rom. 10, 18. 

He- runs down the Author of the Hiſtory of the Ge- "4-15 
neral Aﬀembly'as one, not acquainted with the Aings of Grace in the 
Soul, becauſe torſooth he had not ſpoke with reverence 
enough of Mr. Gray's Sermens, im that Page cited on Pag. 185. 
the Margin. 

The FVindicator diſcovers much of his own creeping Genins, when he 
diſcourſes of the Ad of their Afembly againſt the private Adminiſtration 
of Baptiſm, nor is it pofſible to purſue him in ſuch a Wilderneſs of little 
impertinencies. 

Their pretended Aſſcmbly would have done betterif they h2d tefe che Ad- 
miniſtration of Baptiſm to the diſcretion of Minilters in all places, 'it is cer» 
_ tainly much to be wiſhed, that Baptiſm be Adminiltred with all publich So- 
lemnity, when there is not an apparent neceſſity to recede from fo laudable 
a Cuſtom, but tomake Dilcourſes to the People on particular Fexts of Scri- 
pture, at the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, is a-thing in it (elt altogethey 
new and unneceſlary. IH the nature, wſe, and deſign of it, be ſeriouſly 
explained, there needs no more, And to think a- Sermon, tn the modern 
and uſual Notion, neceffary is as great Superltition, as that of theirs, who 
fancy that the «feds of it follow ex opere operats, wiiich Phraſe is very-licth 
underſtood by the People, and perhaps others who ſhould tcach the People 
do not throughly underſtand .it neither. 

Next | ſhall take notice-of what we are told by the Vindicator Pag. 174. 
That the Pxesbyterians could not comply with Human Ceremonies with a 
good Conſcience in the Worlhip of God * [It 15 true * Bu: they refacd 
the Vindicator hath not in this place any Diſcourle to 4 ogy in the Wor 


{'np of God when there were no-Ceremonies appointe.l.. : 
Drove 


1 a4 , 
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prove this uplawful, but litake.natice of- it as. one of, the Theelogieal hints 
that are interſperſed, in his Defaprazery Libel, But may nox Ceaemo- 
nies of Human, Appointment (it they decently and gravely expreſs our Aﬀe- 
ions) be uſed in the Worlhip of God ? Did not Solomon. adviſe us to lock to 
our Feet when we come i1ito. the houſe of God, and the Game Ceremony. was 
praQtiſed under the Patriarcbal Qupenlation, vis, That of putting, off owy 
Sboes when we approach the Holy Place: as . Moſes was epjoyned by Gad 
himſelf, becauſe the. place he ſtood upon wes boly ground, and this way ay 
Advertiſement that he ought to do what was ordinarily done. by all the 
Eaſtern Nations when he approached the place of Gods peculiar R;(idence, 
And pray, Was it not a ſignificant Cyremony expreſſive ok theix-Reverence-aud 
edoration ? Iv like mauner, Sackdoth and Athes did among(t' all Natious 
ſgnifie grief and ſcrrow, thexchogg in theis, Hhumiliatione, they were ulgd. to 
expicls their Remorſe and Contritiovs.., The Bresbygeriaus fix upon-a word, 
and pronounce it with diſdain and. coxtempt, they: repeat it With, £1dignazinn, 
and then thcir zcalous Diſciples when they , hear that word pronounced, 
preſently let fly their thoughts to {ome mon(trous thing or other that is not at 
all ſgnified by that ward 3, yet the Jdez of ſome: ſuch, ugly thing Ricks to 
their Imagization, for no other xeaſon but that Mgs Fabs fropn'd when 
he heard that word pronounced. What other reaſon caiy we give why the 
word ( ſignificant Ceremony) (hou'd. diſturb their Imaginatione £ Why may 
not we expreſs oar Thoughts, Paſſions, aud Aﬀettions by Ceremonies as 
well as by words ? Since both are innccent, and both ſerve the. ſame de- 
fign. But the Coveranters thzmlclves uſed ſignificant Ceremonies, when they 
impoſed the Covenant : he that Swore was to /ift up his right band bare, 
you are to take notice that it was the Rzght and not the Lyfe, and it was 
lifted wp and not otherwile 'extended. It was bare, and not cavered, and 

was not this a ſignificant Ceremony of Human Inſtitution ? To 
In the Worſhip of God, nature taught: Mankind to approach God with 
all the decent Marks of Diſtance and Adoration, and they that declaim moſ 
againſi Ceremonies, do praftice them (rcquently, only they do this more 
awkwardly, and with a figure bccoming their fingularity;' but. this will ne- 
ver conyince the Intelligent part oft Mankwd that thcy are cithcr. wiſer or 
better than any of their Neighbours, Tryec Religion obliges:;us to comply 
with the ixnocent decencies of Mankind, and tq affc& nothing that's extra- 
erdinary or ſingular. Our Saviour left us this Example, he catiand drank 
with Pablicans and Sinners, and affected no Cuftoms different from the Fews. 
If the Ceremonies be practiſed by the Nation awangſt whom we live, it 
they. decently expreſs our. Reverence, or. our Humiiatinn, I fee no; xeaſc:1 
why they may not be uſed in the Service of God, as well as words, elpece 
ally whcn they 216 commanded by our Jamfil Superiours as neceſſary. Iu 
frrumerts of P::)/1ck Order and Uniformity, nor can they change. their 
Nature by being commanded ; for {uch and fuch Ceremonies ate in their Na- 
ture 
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ture ind;fſerent, yet forme one or other muſt be uſed, and which of then we 
thall uſe may very well be determined by our lawful Seperiors. Sitting (for 
any thing I know) was never looked upon as 2 Poſture of Reverence, yet the 
Presbyterians in Scotland, for the molt part tit all of them in time of Pub- 
lick Prayer, what they fignifie by it I know not, | am fure not that which 
becomes Prayer, and the Worſhip of the moſt High God, We look upon 
the decent Ceremonies of the Church as Appendages or Expreflions, but 
not conſtituent parts of Worſhip, as is fooliſhly and peeviſhly alledged by 
our Adverſaries ; and I may put the Vindicator In mind, that the reafon 
why ſome of the Clergy in Scotland Read the Book of Common- Prayer, is 
not what he ſnggeſts, according to his wonted Candor and lagenuity, but 
rather an open avowing of their Principles, when it was vilible to the World 
there wasno poſſibility of uniting with the Presbyterians, 

Another thing I take notice of, is to be met with Pag. 196, 197. The 

Author of that Epiſtle, that is ſubjoyned to the Vindicators Book, tells us 
to the reproach of our Biſhops, that ſome of them upon the Reſtoration of 
the Government ſubmitted to reordination to the great ſcandal not only of this, 
but other Reformed Churches. I know none were ſcandalized at it, but ſuch 
as were reſolved to pick quarrels with every thing that the Biſhops would 
do. It was noſcandal to the Foreign Churches or the ; 
French Divines. All of them the greateſt men among A —_—— and ma- 
them are reordamed when they come to England, and OY 
they chearfully ſubmit to it. And this was never condemned by any Publick 
AR of the Gallican Church, ror by none of their Eminent Divines. The 
Church of England does not abfolutely condemn their Ordinations in France, 
but rather waves the debate : but ſhe is determined to preſerve an wngque- 
Rionable ſucceſſion of Prieſts within her own Bounds, 

As to the Matter of Fact narrated in Mr, Meldrum's Letter I know no- 
thing of it, and therefore I ought to ſay no more than I know, . He tells 
us that he ſubſcribed a Paper, and that the Paper was drawn out of the 
Archbiſhops Letter by a Friend of his, and that now he repents for Sub- 
ſcribing this Paper, and chat though he was in great Friend(hip afterwards 
with Biſhop Scougal, and did what others in that Interval did, vet he thinks 
that by all this he paid no formal Canonical Obedience. From all which 
I obſerve, that it is a very happy thing to live in, or near an Univerfity as 
Mr. Meldrum did. DiſtinQtions are very wſefil things, one had better carry 
a good bundle of them about him than all your famous Elixirs and E/- 
ſences ; one may pay material Canonical Obedience, but it is dangerous to pay 
it formally: the great miſchict is in the formality of paying it, but for my 
part [ have ſworn Canonical Obedience formally, and I have paid it mate- 
rially, and ſhall never decline my Bilhops Spiritual Authority when ever 
there is occaſion, and I think all the Presbyters cf that National Church are 


as much obliged to obey their Spiritusl Governours, ne: withlianding of all 
l that 
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that paſt in favors of the oppoſite FaQion ſince the Revolution, And 
now I think it high time to go forward. to the fourth Particular that 
I promiſed, vis. | 
To let you ſee the ſeveral Periods of Epiſcopacy and Presbytery in 
the Church of Scorland ſince the Reformation. AndI am the more 
confident to give you fatisfation, becauſe I had the happineſs to pe- 
ruſe a Manuſcript ( written by a perſon of great honour and true Learn- 
ing) relating to this very affair ;. and it 1s of ſo much the greater 
weight and Authority, that it is not only founded on our beſt Hiſto- 
rians; but-on the authentick.Records of Parliament; and it 1s from 
that Manuſcript that I copy the following Account : tor 1t is a, cnt 
that the Church was never governed by a Parity of Officers, but by 
different Orders from the beginning of the Retormation. And in the 
entry to this Narration, Let us remark, ſays my Author, * That none 
© of our Martyrs did ever impugn or oppoſe imparity in the Church, or 
© preach or write againſt ix ; you cannot name one Teſtimony, unleſs 
© you argue from their preaching againſt Popiſh Tyranny and unwar- 
© rantable exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Power, to infer that they were for 
*( the 'then unheard of ) Parity, and all who write of thole Martyrs 
© and firſt Reformers, omit not to praiſe them {or their Gutitul ſubmiſ- 
© {ion to their Biſhops and Superiours. And it is verv probable theſe 
© Martyrs would have pseached againſt Eccleha(tical Tyranny as well 
in a Company of Arbitrary Presbyters, as they did when it was 
© lodged in one or few; and that Presbyters may be Tyrants, witnels 
© the Scots Hiftory from the year 1639 to 1652. At which time 
* Cromwel (tho no Friend to Epiſcopacy) was fo wearied with the 
* Inſolencies and Confwſions of Presbytery, that he dilmult it ſolemnly at 
© Barrow- Moor. 
© Let us now come to poſttive Evidences The very firſt eſtabliſh- 
* ed Reformation in Scotland, was that which on the 6th of Fuly 1560 
* (being the third day after the pacification at Leith), was concluded 
* on, betwixt the Lords and Miniſters of the Congregation alliſted by 
* the Queen of Englends General and Ambaſſader on the one {1de. And 
"the Lueen Regent, the popiſh Lords,: and Clergy, aflilted by the French 
* Ambaſſador on the other 11de, in name of Francis and Mary their Sovr- 
* rezgns: The Proteſtant Lords and Clergy did meet, 
Spotſwood, Awn. © at Edenburgh,the Proteſtants preached in the Churches 


.1560. pag-149. and * and jt their Aſſembly they did diltribuce their 


w_ _ = = * Preachers among the Chict Towns of the Nation, 
4%, $09. © and did nominate tive Superintendents tor the Dioceſes, 


down at length the 
form of Elefting the © where the Biſhops were popiſh. For there are no $4. 


Superintendent s, h perintendents named then for Galloway and Argile,be- 
* caule the Biſhops of thoſe Dioceſes were Proteſtants, 
By 
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* By the ſaid Treaty a Parliament was to hold in A»guft following, 
*wherein the Confeflion of Faith drawn up by the Swpermeendents was 
* given 1n to the Lords of the Articles, prepared by them, and Vo- 
* red in Parliament, where it was carried in the Affirmative. In this Par- 
* hament the Biſhops did fit as the firſt Efare. The popiſh Biſhops vo- 
* red againſt the Confeſſion, the Proteſtant Bilhops, viz. Galway and 
© Argile, and three Abbots voted for it. The Sederunt of this Parlia- 
* ment is on Record with its Acts,and related by Sporſwoed, pag. 149. 

© In Tanuary thereatter, the Scottiſh Proteſtant Clergy offer a form of 
* Church Policy ; one of its Heads is for Superintendents, whom they 
*name, and appoint, with diſtin&t Dicceſes for them, and to ſhew that 
* thele Reformers did not treat of Superintendents as a temporary Reſo- 
* Jution for that time only ; Ic is there ſaid, that the Ele&ion of Superin- 
* zendents, in aftertimes ſhould be rider than the preſent circumſtances 
* would allow; andthe laſt Head of that Policy preſcribes ſome Con- 
* dicions to be kept in future Eleftions of Superintendents. Spotwood, 
* pag, 150 and 160, and by the book of Policy, pag. 168. it is expreſly 
* ordered, that Complaints againſf Miniſters be notified to the Super- 
* intendents. And the Perition preſented to the Queen, related by Knox 
* Hiſt. pag:337- bears, as the ſuperſcription of the Superintendents, Mi- 
* nilters of the whole Church of Scer/and, to the Queens Majelty, &c. 
* And in the year 1563. Fohn Knox and others elected a Superinten- 
* dent for Dumfries, and the Letter written from the Afſzmbly oc Con- 
* vention of the Scors Church at Edenburgh on the 27. of December, 
© 1566. to the Church of England bears this Superſcription. The S«- 
* perintendents, Miniſters, and Commuillioners of the Church within the 
*Realm of Scotland to their Brethren, the Biſhops and Paſtors of Eng- 
© /and. And at Queen Mary's ficit arrival in Scotland from France, the 
* Superintendents and Miniſters 1.) meet at Edenburgh un an Aſſembly, 
© Knox biſt. pag. 318. 

© In Fanuary 1572, the Commiſſion of the Ai{lzmbly did meet at 
© Leith, under the Regents Governiment, and did agree on ſeven Ar- 
© zicles of Policy. 1. That all Biihopiicks which were wacent ( and 
* thole were only four; for where popi/h Biſhops were alive, the Sze's 
* were not eſteemed vacant, but ſupplied by Proteſtant Super intendents) 
* ſhould be filled out of toe ables of the Miniſtry. Seconily, That 
* ſpiritual Juriſdiction ſhould be exercis'd by Byhops in thew Dicceſes; and 
the fixth Arncle 1s, that Miniſters thonld receive Ordmation trom the 
* Biſhops, and 1n Dycceſes where no Biſhops were, they ſhouid receive Or- 
© diwation from the Superintendents. And in Auguſt theieatrer, the Ge- 
* zcral Aſſembly of ths Church di! meet at Perth, and approved ot all 
* theſe Articles; and accordingly *Ar. Fobr Donglas, NN. fames B:yd, 
* Mr. Fames Paton, and Mr. Andrew Graham, were plac'd in the four 
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© vacant Biſbopricks. Tt was Mr» Andrew Melvil's misfortune that he was 


© negleRed, and therefore in the year 1575. he ftirr'd up one Mr, 
© Dury to impugne the Epiſcopal Order, and all Imparity. This is the 
« &rft time that this debate was toſs d in our Church ; and on it, Church 
© 1nd State immediately divided, and much Confuſion, Ran, Blood and 
* other mi/chiefs did follow, and then and /ince every hiry Fattion did 
*Jay hold on this Schiſm as a tund whereon to build all RebeBion and 
* Treaſon, In proſecution of this Schilm Mr. Andrew (and fome Mi- 
© niſters led by him ) did in the year 1578. draw a Book of Policy 
*ftuffed ſo with the- ſpirit of Mr. Andrew himſelt , that it was rather 
61 Propofal for the overthrow of all j»u/# Authority than an E5ta- 
*-bliſhment of a Religious Government: and therefore it could never 
* (no not -in theſe diftracted' furious times ( even when there was no 
© King in our 1[rael) obtain approbation from any Authority, but was look'd 
© on as 4 Rapſody of groundlefs Afﬀertions, and full of miſchievous No- 
* velties. Indeed, in the year 1580. an Aſſembly met at Dundee, cal- 
* led by Mr. Andrew and his Aſſociates without a ſhadow of any per- 
© miſfion from the Civil Authority ; and they declared that the Office 
© of a Biſhop ( but with this reft1&on, as i was then uſed ) had nei- 
© ther foundation nor warrant in the Word of God, Br: let all ſerious 
* Chriſtians con(1der, whether they will belicve this famous Conventicle 
*or the plain Scriptures,the Doftrine of che Apofles,the primitive Fathers, 
© 2nd the Canons of all Oecomenick Counſels,and the rule of Apeftolick and 
* primitive Practice, and to help their choice, let them take notice of the 
ious Delign of this Aſſembly in caſting oft Biſhops, by the ver y next 
© clauſe intheir Act,wviz. That their next Atlembly ſhould conſider how to 
© diſpoſe of the Patrimony and poſſeſſions of Biſhops, This was the primitive 
©Invaſion of the Kings Patronages and Regale of the Crown. Then 
* Presbyterian Drſ{ciptes began to propagate their new Goſpe! very zca- 
* ouſly; The firſt was one Montgomery, who at Sterling propoſed that 
*all ſuch as ſpoke tor the Order of Biſhops ſhould be cenſured; bur 
"this z2alous Saint did moſt ba/ely and /imoniacally ( ſhortly thereafter ) 
* bargain with a Noebleman that he might be. made biſhop of Glaſgow, 
* and then his Co-Presbvters ( who themſelves were not fo ſucce(sful ) 
* handled him to purpoſe; but with ſuch mdiſcretion, that in purluing 
* him they trampled on the King and all the Civil Authority, in {o far, 
*that when they were called to anſwer for i#egal Invatons on the 
* Kings Authority, they did v2taly proreſt, that tho they compeared in 
*crvility tothe King, yet that they did not acknowledge the King o: 
* Councils Right in any Eccleſiaſtick matter, This was on the 12th © 
* April 158%. And ſhortly thereakter in one of their Aſſ:mblies hol. 
*cen at St, Andrews, Mr. Andrew Metzil told the Maſter of Requeſ; 
(who was (ent by the King to ſtop fome of their illegal proce- 
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dures ) that they did not meddle in Civil matters ; but in Eccleſiaſt ick 
© matters they had ſufficient Authority to proceed, and did ſo, 

© The practice on theſe grounds did ſhortly follow, for on the 234 
rof Auguſt 1582. the King was made Priſoner by a Fq#iem of Lords 
© it the houſe of Ruthwen, and on the 13th of Otober 1582, the A4/- 
* ſembly of the Church at Edenburg, did by an At approve of that perduel- 
* /;0n,and declared that it was good (ervics to God and his Chncrh. And in 
* the beginning of Fanuary 1583. two Ambaſſadors came From France, and 
* one from England,to endeavour the Kings Liberty ; the Aſſembly ord: 
© ed the Mimiiters rodeclaim againſt the imypions Deſign of liberating h& 
King, and they did rail at the Ambaſſadors by name, and ſtirred up the 
* Ravble ( their faithful Confederates on all occafions ) 
* not to luffer the Badge of the French Order tobe ſeen Du St. Eprit- 
© on: their Streets, it being the mark of the Beaſt, a 
* badge of Antichriſt, and to ſhew their good Manners as well as their 
* ſound Dottrine, the King having appornted the 'MMapiftrates of Eden- 
© burgh to entertain the Ambalfadors on the 16th: of February 1583. 
* The Miniſters appointed a ſolemn Faſt on that very day, 'and civiliy 
* preached from morning till night, (a matter ot no great difficulty 
*to luch as preach tor ſuch ends, and with fo little rule ) curfing the 
* Magiſtrates, and their Company, and were with difhculry kept from 
* excommunicating them. 

* The King having delrvered himſelf from his reſtraint, Mr. D::-3 
* and others ot the Miniſtry openly aſfert that there was no jury dons 
*to the King, and Mr. Metvil declaimed frequently againſt the Kins, 
*-for which he was called before th: Conncil ; but he boldly declme! 
* the King and Cormeil 'as Fudges in prima Inftantia of what's preached in 
*the Pulpir, even tho it were high *I'r2a(on,and loche fled ro England ; 
©trom whence he kindled that Conſpiracy, which ſhortly rthererfte: 
* brought the Earl of Gowry and others to the Scaffeld, Theſe editions 
* do&rines and prattices moved the whole Eates of the Kingdom in 
"the year 4584, on the 22d day of May in a Parhament at Edenburgh 
*by a ſolemn AR, to allerrthe Kings Sovereign Power over all perſons, 
* and in all cauſes as his andonbred anciemt Right ; and thac it was Treaſor 
"6 deeltne bis Authority m any matter, and diſchar2:17 all Aﬀemblies, Con- 
* wacations, and all Farifditions ſpiritual or temporal, 13 allowed by the 
* King and Eſtates : and prohibiming all fa&tious ani 1:drivns Preach- 
* mmgs, Sermons, and all flanderous Speeches againlt the King. The 
* *?Armiſters declatmed againſt rms and reproached this 4; of Parhament. 
* Notwrthſtandingot all-ths, the King was prevail'd 1h to allow Mr. 
* Meleil and'his Comphres to'return wo rherr Churches : bur no ſooner 
* hail 'thzy this: favonr, 'than Mr. Andrew calls an Aſſembly to St. Au: 
* drews; 1t confhited of Presbyters and Laicks, and on Mr. Robert 


'4 


b; b + , 7 


- © — > 
. _ —_ - CES BY 
C 0 : 
" +, - 
$7 © - - a - 4 ” . 
- = =- 
. . 
& - S 
. - 


oe « + . > 
= m_— — 


NE 


4s 


4 3 nad 


x 2.2, 


[ 62 ] 

* Iilky, a Rege:t Profciſour, and Laick was choſen Moderator. There in 
* a molt ridiculous manner they Cite the Archbiſhop of St. Andrews on 
* twenty tour hours to. Compear before them (and he not compearing ) they 
© cauſed a young indiſcreet Fellow, called Hrenter, to Excommunicate tim, 
* tor having acceſzon to that Act of Parliament lately mentioned, he being 
* 2 Member of Failament, ard an Afﬀcmbly mceting this very year at 
© Edenburgh, would have takin up this difference, and in-order thereto did 
© Abſolve the Archbiſhop trom Excommunication ; yet Mr. Andrew and his 2d- 
* berents protelicd againli the Aſſembly, anddeclared that notwithſtanding 
© of their Abſolution, yet the Archbilhop ſhould be (ill eftcemed as one deli- 
* vered to Sathan, until ſigns of true Repentance appeared, And though 
* upon all occations they magnifie their Aflcemblies, and thcir pretended pa- 
© rity, yet when the far major number was againſt their bumonr, they re- 
*pardcd not their plurality. -For in Anno 1591+» when the Synod of 
© Sr. Andrews had determined to conſtitute one Mr. I/eems, Miniſtcr at Leu- 
© chars, My, Melvil, and {ome few -moxc, viz, 1x were for one Mr. Ialace, 
© and when the far major part would not fabmit to his Opinion, (though 
© they pretend that the Kingdom of Chrilt is invaded when Biſhops or Princes 
* oppole the majority of a Synod } yet Mr. Melvil, and his fix withdraw 
* to another place, and admitted Mr. I/alace to -the Miniſtry of Lenchars, 
* and the Synod did admit Mr, Weems, But this had almoti engaged the 
* Pariſhioners in Blood, and the ſcuffle could not be ended until Melvil's Fa- 
© 401 prevailed fo tar againit the Syard, that-ncither of the two ſhould be 
© Minitter at that Church, The Reaſon why 1 inliſt on this, is, tolct them 
* of a contrary Opinion ſee how. julily our diflike of a parity in Church 
© Offices is Founded, and that there bcing no imaginable warrant forit from 
© Scriptzere, Apcſtolick Practice, Primitive Fathers, Councils, or any well 
< Eſtabliſhed Chrittian Church, and- that the belt--plca for-it, ſeems to be 
© the pretended parity that is alledged amongſt the firſt Retormers in Scot- 
© Jand, we judged it fit fir tolhew that there was an impariy then; and al- 
© ways thereafter in this Church, and that the delign ot parity was always 
© rejeted by our Kings, Parliaments, and the moſt, and bejt of our Clergy, 
* and that the immoralities, and Seditions, of ſuch as contended for parity 
© pives US NO invitation to be among their Succellors.. 

* It is true, that the King in the year 1599. and 1591. and 1592. was 
*{o often brought into danger, twice was he Captive, and conltantly in 
© zreat trouble by the Seditions of Mr. Andrew Melvil, and his firy compli- 
© ces, thatin the year 1592. hc did conſent to grant a great deal of Jurildi- 
© tion to Presbyteries; Synods, ard General Afemblis by 4G of Patrlia- 
© ment 3 and this of n:<lity to erite a 1reatned Rebellion, and that by the 
© advice of Chancellor Maitland, who in Council. adviſed the King to give 
* tha much of #bcr will, - tor that w25 the ſhort way to make them odiows, 
* a5 already thcy wee troubleſome to the Nation, and then they would be 
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*turned out by all. Yet there was never an 4& or motion of Aboliſhing 
© Epiſcopacy, but on the contrary they continued in their Dioceſes and 
* Churches always thereafter, and in the very year 1594. Cunnigham Bi- 
© ſhop of Aberdeen did Baptize Prince Henry at Sterling ; but the King was 
forced to connive a while at their Tnſolexce, for they had Preached the 
© People into a perſuaſion that the Ring was to betray his own Crown and 
© Kingdoms to the King of Spain= And when three Noblemen were 
© brought to Tryal before the Jullice, the Miniſters would needs order the 
© Proceſs in Offoler 1593, and to back them, they ſtirred up multitudes of 
© the Rabble to Arms, thereby to force Juſtice to decide in their favour x 
© nor would they dizband or abſtain from coming before the Judpes in 
© armed Crowds, although the King and Council did by Proclamation pro- 
© hibic them. If this be Presbytcrian Government, it mult be cont i{_d 
© that Anno 1590, 1591, 1592, and 1593. Presbyters had it ſolely. But 
© all this time Biſhops did exit by Law, enjoyed theic Rents, and Preached in 
© their Churches, if you truſt not us, Notice the molt Athentic Records 
* of the Kingdom. 

* By Act of Parliament 1, Fac, 6. Chap. 7. Miniſters are ordercd to be 
* preſented by the Patrons to the Swperintendent of the Dioceſe. Note, Ac 
* this time molt of the Biſhops were Popiſh, which occafioned the Protc- 
* ſtants to appoint Superintendents, 

* Anno 1572, Parl. 3, Fac.6. Chap. 45: The Government of the Church 
© is declared to be in the Archbifhops, Biſhops, and Superintendents. Note, 
© Both B:ſbops, and Superintendents, are contemporary then in the Churcl1, 

©The like owned Chap. 46. 48. and 54. of that Parliament. 

© In the year 1573. The Authority of the Biſhops is owned by the tir 
*A& of the 4. Parl. Fac. 6. 

© In the year 1578. the like by AG. 6 +, Parl. 5. Fac. 6. 

© In the year 1579. the like by Act. 7 . Pail. 6, Fac. 6. 

© In the year 2381. That the Biſhops did cominxe in the Church ap- 
* pears from A 100. Parl. 7. Fac. 6. 

* The like appcars from the Acts 1c6, and 114 of that Parl. 

©In the year 1584, The Biſhops Amtbority tully owned AR. 132. Parl.S, 


: Tac. 6, 
© In the year 1587. It appears that Pre/acy exiſted then by AQ.2S. Parl.1 x. 


* "Face ©. 

, Alſo in that 1 1. Part. It appcars by the Ad of amexation, that Prel.z:y 
* did ill exit by Law, even although their Temporalit#s wei auncxed wo 
* the Crown, And by the 111, Act- ot that 1 1. Par). 

© In the year 1591, 1592, 1593, and 1594. The King, and Biſhops, 
* could not (top the Inſolence of Presbyters, nor their meeting in Synods and 
* Aſſemblies , without any interpoſition of the Royal Authority, but this 


* hindred not but that the Biſhops did (till exit by Law, and excrced fome 
* pur 
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«part of thcir Office, and in all Parliaments, and Corontions of Eſtates, the Prelates 
« did a'ways Sit and Vote, as the firſt of the three Efazes, as the Records and Sede- 
* 7y7ts of all che Parthaments vill prove. 

* Inthe year 1595. Leſl,. Biſhop of Roſs, dying at Bruſſels, Mr. David Lindſty was 
© preſented by the King ia the Biſkeprick the very next year, ; 

© Inthe year 1593. There was 2 Canſertnce appointed at Falkland, berwixt the Com- 
* miſſioners of che Aſſembly, and ſome appointed by the King ro meer with thery, 
© where they, agreed on ten Articles or Propoſitions of Poſicy for the Church, re- 
< [ating chiefly to the Clcrgies Potes in Parliamenc, and the El:f7;ors of Bifhops in 
© the Dioceſes; ſome of rii1e Propoſitions were fooliſh, but it was thought conventenr, 
© that the King ſhould comply with thoſe hoe Heads in ſome things, for at that time ſe. 
© yerals began to debate Nis Right of Succeſſion to the Crown of Fngland, and ſo he 
© would kave all quizt at home ; yer till this is evident, that Biſhops did then exiſt by 
© Law, and that although ſomething concerning them was de bated, yer their Office and 
© Order was nor. . 

© In the year 2600. Theſe forementioned Articles were approved in. the Aſſembly 
© ar Monroſs, Marth 23, 3600. and te that Aſlembly Mr. Dxry (who was the chicf Tool 
< with Mr. Meltil for parity ) at his death did write an Exhortacion, diſownirg his for- 
< wer Errours, and earnefily adviſing them to ſubmit to the ancient Order, and to 
* chuſe good B ſhops of the beſt of che Minifters. 

<[n the year 1601, The King called an Aſſembly of the Church to meer ar Brun: 
«© }/l:nd, where many good things. were Enaded, both for the true Liberty of the 
* Church, and for reclaiming the Popiſh _— from their Errou's, which proved 
* more effet{u9l and pacific, than all the former furious Mcrhods, which at that time 
« ere promored by a bot Headed mar, called Davzdſ5y, who by a Letter to the AC. 
« (embly incited them to declare againſt the Kings Hhporriſie, and other Errours. The 
£ Afietnbly vonld have procceded to Cenfare him, bur the King would not allow ir, 
© (aying jt was matter of joy, that theſe hot Heads were reduced to one, or ſome few, 

<In the year 16c2. The King in an Aſſembly at Halyrde houſe, did fhew great Cle. 
« mency to ſome firy Miniſters, whom rhe Aſſembly would have Cenſured : as alſo he 
«© pave great ſarisfa&jon ro the whole Aſſembly and Nation, by his excellent propoſals 
* for eſtabliſhing Proviſions both for Biſhops and Presbyrers. And im this Aſſembly of 
« the Church was the 5th. of Auguſt appointed an anniverſary Thankigiving for the 
© Kings delivery from Gowry's Conſpiracy. 

« Before the Diet appointed for the next General Afſembly, rhe Crown of England 
« did fall ro the King by the Death of Queen F1ixz beth, fo there was no mecting of 
« Church General Aﬀemblies for a while, but the few remaining bot Headed Presbyrters 
© were very buſie on the Kings Removal ſo far: and fearing the excell-nt order of 
*(he Engliſh Church ( the great ſafety and peace of Britain depending on an jintire 
« and full Concord of the Iſland ) they were apprehenſive that upon ſuch conſiderati- 
* ons, the King would heartily promote a further Eſtabliſhment of Epiſcopal Juriſdi- 
© &:on in Scotland, The Presbyterians in this JunRure did bufily tir up prejudices 
< in the People againſt the Church of Eng/and, though undoubredly the beſt Reformed 
© Church, and greateſt Bulwark againſt Popery, And though the King for good Reaſons 
«© when he vent to England adjourned the General Aſſembly from July 16:4. to Zaly 
* 1605. yet theſe men prevaſled with nine of the fifry Presbyreries of Scotland to keep 
«the Meeting notwithſlandivg of the Kings Prorogation : where thirteen perſons 
< mecting did moſt ſeditio»ſl, run imo ſuch declarations againſt the Statutes,and ſtanding 
* Laws as were by the Judzcatures declared Treaſon, and tor which ſeverals of the rhir- 
© :cen were condemned before the Joſtices 3 for they could nor be perſuaded cither 
© ro acknowlede or revoke their ©editiou; Paſquils, but they were afterwards pardoned 
© hy the Kirg when they confeſſed that the Chancellour incouraged their meeting in 
© 7aly 16cg. and proved it, which forced the Chancellour to prove likewiſe that they 
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© rurned hurt by all. Yet there was never an A or mo- 
* tion of Aboliſhing Epiſcopacy ; but on rhe contrary, 
* they continued in their Dioceſes and Churches always 
* thereafter, and in the very year 1594. Cnnmigham Bi» 
* ſhop of Aberdeen did Babtize Prince Henry ar Ster- 
* ling 5 but the King was forced ro connive a while at 
* at their /»ſo/ence, tor they had preached the People in- 
*to a perſuaſion that the King was to betray his own 
©Crown and Kingdoms to the Xing of Spain. And 
*when three Noblemen were brought to Tryal betore 
<the Juſtice, the Miniſters would needs order the Proceſs 
* in Ofober 1593, and to back them, they ſtirred up mul- 
* titudes of the Rabble tro Arms, thereby ro force Juſtice 
*ro dccide in their favour 3 nor wauld they disband or 
* aEftain from coming betore the Judges in armed Crowds, 
* although the King and Council did by Proclamation pro- 
* hibit them. If this be Presbyrcrian Government, it 
* muſt be confeſſed that Ano 1590, 1591,1592,and 1593. 
* Presbyters had it ſolely. Burt all this time Biſhops did 
"exiſt by Law, enjoyed their Rents, and preached in their 
* Churches, if you truſt not us, Notice che moſt u- 
* thentic Records of the Kingdom. 

* By ACt of Parliament 1. Jac. 6. Chap. 7. Minilters 
*are ordcred to be preſented by the Patrons to the Su- 
* perintendent of the Diocele, Note, At this time moſt 
* of the Biſhops were Popiſh, which occaſioned the Pro» 
* teſtants to appoint Superintendents. 

* Amo 1572. Parl. 3. Jac. 6. Chap 45. The Govers- 
* ment of the Church is declared to be in the Archiſhops, 
* Biſhops, and Superintendents, Note, Both Biſhops, and 
* Superintendents, arc contemporary then in the Church. 

_ The like owned Chap. 46. 48. and 54. of that Par- 
* liament, 
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( 64.) 
* In the year 1573. The Authority of the Biſhops is 
© owned by the firſt A& of the 4. Par. Fac. 6, 
© In the year 1578. the like by Act. 63. Parl. 5, 
*-Tac. 6. . 
7 In the year 1579. the like by AQ. 71. Parliam. 6. 
© Tac. Ge 
7 In the year 1581. That the Biſhyps did continue in 
*the Church appears trom Act 100. Parl. 7. Jac. 6. 
* The like appears from the Acts 106, and” 114, of 
* that Parliament. 
* In the year 1584. Tbe Biſhops Authority fully own+ 
* ed Act. 132, Parl. 8. Fac. 6 
* In the year 1587. It appears that Prelacy exiſted 
* then by AC 28. Parl. 11. Jac. 6. 
* Alſo in that 11. Parl. It appears by the ACt of A4s- 
* xexation, that Prelacy did ſtill exif by Law, even al- 
*though their Temporalties were annexed to the Crown, 
* and by the 1.11. AR, of that 11. Parl; 
© In the year 1591, 1592, 1593, and 1594. The King, 
*and Biſhops, could not ſtop the 7sſolexce of Presby- 
* ters, nor their meeting in Synods and Aſſemblies, with- 
$ out any interpoſition of-the Royal Authority, but this 
* hindered nor but that the Biſhops did ſtill exiff by 
*Law, and exerced ſome part of their Office, and in all 
« Parliaments and Conventions of Eſtates, rhe Prelates did 
* did always Sit and Vote as the firſt of rhe three Eſtates, 
*as the Records and Sederunts of 21l the Parliaments will 
* prove. 

* In the year 1596. Leſfie, Biſhop: of Roſs, dying ar 
* Bruſſels, Mr. David Lindſey was preſented by the King 
* to the Biſhoprick the very next year. 

* In the year 1598., there was a Conftrence appoint- 
'ed at Falkland betwixt the Commilſioners of rhe Al- 
' iembly, and ſomes zppointed by the King ro meet with 

* them 
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« them, where they agreed on ten Articles or Propoſits- 
© oxs of Policy, for the Church, relating chiefly to the 
« Clergy's Votes in Parliament, and the Elefions of Bis 
* ſhops in the Dicccles ; ſome of theſe Propoſitions were 
« fooliſh, bur it was thought convenient that the King 
' ſhould comply with thole Hot Heads in /ome things ; 
' for at that time Severals began to debate his Right of 
* Succeſſion to the Crown of England, and fo he would 
* have af quiet ar Home, yet {till this is evident; that 
* Bifhops did then exiſt by Law, and that altho ſome- 
* thing concerning them was debated, yet their Office and 
* Order was not. 

* In the year 1600, theſe forementioned Articles were 
« appoved in the Aſſembly at Monroſs, March 28, 1600. 
{and to that Aſſembly Mr. Dury (who was the chict Tool 
« with Mr. Melvil for parity) at his death did write an 
«Exhortation diſowning his former Errors, and carneſt- 
* ly adviſing themro ſubmzr to the ancient Ocder, and to 
Fchuſe good Biſhops of the be/? of che Miniſters. 

* In the year 1601,,the King called an Aſſembly of 
« the Church to meet at Brunt 1ſand, where many good 
« things were Enacted, borh for the true Liberty of the 
« Church, and for reclaiming the Popiſh Nobility from 
«their Errors, which proved more effefual and pacific 
«than all the former furious Mechods, which at that 
«time were promoted by a Hot Headed Man, called Da- 
* vidſon, who by a Letter to the Aſſembly incited them 
«to declare againſt the Kings /Zypocriſte, and other Er. 
*rors. The Aijembly would have proceeded to Cenſure 
him, bur the King would not allow it, ſaying, it was 
*macter of Joy that theſe Het Heads were reduced ta 
* one, or ſome tew. 

$ [n the year 1602, the King in anAſſembly at Haly- 


* r0od. FTouſe, did ſhew great Clemency to ſome firy = 
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© ſters, whom the Aſſembly would have Cenſured : as alſo 
* he gave great SarisfaQtion to the whole Aſſembly and Na- 
* tion; by his excellent Propoſals for eſtabliſhing Proviſions 
* both for Biſhops and Presbyters. And in this Aſſembly of 
*the Church was the fitth of Auguſt appointed an Anni- 
* verſary Thanksgiving tor the Kings Delivery from Gow- 
* ry's Conſpiracy. 
* Before the Dict appointed for the next General Aſ- 
*fembly, the Crown of England did fall ro the King by 
© the Death of Queen Elizabeth; ſo there was no meet- 
* ing of Church General Aſſcmblics for a while, but the 
* few remaining ot F/eaded Presbyters were very bufic 
* on the Kings removal fo far : and fearing the exce/ert 
* Order of the Engliſh Church (the great Safety and 
«Peace of Britain depending on an intire and full Con- 
* cord of the I{land)they were apprehenſive that upon ſuch 
« Conſiderations, the King would heartily promote a fur. 
*ther Eſtabliſhment of Fpiſcopal Juriſdition in Scotland. 
«The Presbyterians in this Juncure did buſily ſtir up 
*Prejudices in the People againſt the Church of Eng. 
* land; tho undoubtedly the belt Reformed Church- and 
* greateſt Bulwark againſt Popery. And though rhe King, 
* for good Reaſons, when he went to England, Adjourn- 
ed the General Aſſembly trom July 1604, wy 1605, 
« yet theſe Men prevailed with Nine of the Fifty Preſ- 
«byterics:ot Scotland to keep the Mecting notwithſtand- 
© ing of the Kings Prorogation: where Thirteen Perſons 
* meeting did moſt Seditionſly run into ſuch Declarations 
*2gainſt rhe Statutes, and ſtanding Laws, as were by the 
© Tudicatures declared Treaſon, and for which Severals of 
* the Thirteen were Condemned before the Juſtices. For 
*they could not be perſuaded either to acknowledge, or 
© revoke their ſeditionus Paſqui)s, bur they were afrer- 
*wards pardoned by the King, when they contelled _ 
*thC 
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*the Chancellour encouraged their Meeting in July 1504. 
*and proved it, which forced the Chancellour to prove 
* likewiſe that they/promiled to comnve at his being a 
* Papiſt, and his Poſſeſſion of what he had of the Church 
* Lands, upon Condition he ſhould own them againſt EF. 
* piſcopacy, whereupon the King faid that the Presbyrte- 
* rians would betray the Proteſtant Religion in hatred ro 
* Epiſcopacy, and the Chancellour would Zetray Epiſco- 
* pacy for greed of their Temporalties. $0 far my Anthor. 

And now trom all this I infer, that the firſt Reformers 
of our Religion in Scot/and declaimed againſt rh2 Tyran- 
ny, and increachments of the Biſhop of Rome, bur never 
againſt the Epiſcopal Juriſdiction as ſuch, That Mr. Wiſe- 
hart, and ſome others of our moſt Eminent Reformers 
and Martyrs knew no other Government of the Church 
bur Epiſcopacy. The firlt being bred in the Univerſity 
of Cambridge, and others, who were his Diſciples, fol- 
lowed his Sentiments. And that the firit Retormers (ub- 
mitted to the Epiſcopal Juriſdiftion of ſuch of the Bi- 
_ as Preached and promoted the Proteſtant Do- 

rinc. 

Secondly, That though the Epiſcopal. Authority was 
frequently weakned, cruſhed and interrupted, by the Po- 
pular Inſurrctions, and Conlpiracies of Mr. Me/vif's 
Faction, yet it was never legally aboliſhed, but rather 
continued in the Church, ſecared, and defended by many 
Laws. 

£2 Thirdly, That the Presbyterians always watched 
the dificult Poſtures of the King's Aﬀeairs, and when- 
ever they found him at a d:ſadvantags, then th2y mace 
him much more uncaſie by Popular Tumulcs, and In- 
ſurreAions. 

Fourthly, That the Romiſh Clergy never pleaded their 
Exemptions from the Secular Powers more violevtly and 


fadtioufly, than the Metvilian Tribe in Seerla<x. 
: L Fifchly, 
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-Fifthly, That Epiſcopacy was not Aboliſhed in that 
very year wherein they pretend that Presbytery was 
Eſtabliſhed, bar that Fpz/copacy in Anno 1592. was ſtill 
retained in all ics /ega/ Rights, Privileges, and Authority, 
It is true that the Inſolence of Presbyters was not then 
to be reſiſted, but by granting them great Liberties, and 
that this Liberty was grantcd by whe necefſitous Circum. 
ſtances that the King was in. | 

Sixthly, That the molt violent of their FaCtion had 
not then the /mpudence to quarrel the Superiority of a Bi- 
ſhop above a Presbyter, as a thing «»/awfl in it ſelf; 
but that Mr. Melvil made his approaches to the ruin of 
Epiſcopacy by plauſible pretenccs, viz. That it was 
abuſcd, and that it was not exerciſed according to its 
primitive deſigns and /implicity. 

Seventhly, I obſerve that Epiſcopacy was never legally 
Aboliſhed in Scotland, until the Tragical Rebellion in 
King Charles the Firſt his Reign broke forth, and we 
need not inform the World how unwilling King Charles 
the Martyr was to Aboliſh Epiſcopacy. 

Eighthly, That the Royal Authority never gave way 
to their Rebellion, and Infolence, when they could hin- 
deritz but ſometimes they were forced to yield to grant 
them great Liberties to avoid the heavier Blows and 
Thunder Claps of their Fury. | 

Ninthly, That we can have no-better-Evidence for 
any Matter of Fact than the Publick Records of Parlia- 
ment. 

Teathly, We may clearly diſcern that the Yindicators 
Book in defence of his Party, is one Hypocritical Shuffle 
from top to bottom. For it Mr. Melvi/, the Founder 
of Presbytery, and his Confederates, did affront the 
Kings Perſon, and declined his Authority, and provoked 
the Rabble, and Excommunicated the Archb,ſhop, and 
was ſo rude to the Ambaſſadors of Forcign Princes, and 


profanely 
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profanely appointed a Faſt, with no other deſignthan to 
bafjle the King to his Teeth, Then let me ask the Vind- 
cator Why all this Apology, to perſuade the World that 
Presbyterians are not capable of ſuch Yi/aujes as is the 
Rabbling of the Clergy. Nay, I muſt tell him Presby. 
terians did nothing upon this laſt Revolution, but what 
they PraQtiſed when they had not ſuch opportunities to 
to vent their Malice. And by this unqueſlionable Hi- 
ſtory he and all others may ſee, to how little purpoſe his 
Diſtinttion of ſober Presbyterians, and Cameronians will 
ſcrve him 3 for the Cameronians have no Principles differ 
rent from Presbyterians, nor the Presbyterians from 
Cameronians, nor is it poſſible to retute the Cameroniars 
by Presbyterian Principles. | 

Eleventhly, We may gather from the preceeding Hi- 
ſtory, and the conſtant Prattice of Presbyterians, that 
they have no Principles of Unity amonglt themſelves, 
{or-, the leſſer number (it more Popular than their 
Brethren) may remonſtrate with that Infolence, and 
Fury, againſt the plurality as to ſtop the whole courſe 
of Diſcipline, as in the forementioned caſe of Mr. Andrew 
Meltvil, 

Twelfchly, The Spirit of Presbytery,is a Spirit of Ty- 
ranny, and cannot endure to Obcy, and therefore ſuch 
a5 arc fully Poifoned with its Principles, (whenever the 
Deciſions of the Publick contraditt their own peculiar 
Plan and Scheme) they immediately fly in the Face of 
that Authority, they formerly preecnded to ſupport, and 
by general words, which at the botrom have no particular 
$paificartion, but what they plcaſe to pur won them, 
th2y pick quarrels, and exceptions againſt all their own 
Judicatures, Governments Czvi/ and Beelefraſt ical, 

This is viſible as from many inſtances, fo from the 
{imous Prote/tations of ſeveral biggorted Incendiarics 
againſt the General Aſſembly of the Presbyterians uno 
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x651, becauſe that General Aſſembly did promote the 

Publick Reſolutions in order to the Reſtoring the King to I] 
the Exerciſe of his Government, they pretend that rhe 

General Aſſembly was not rightly conſtituted, that the geno- 

rality 'of the Godly did adhere to the Proteſtors, rhat rhe 

Publick Reſo/utioners had made defettion, becauſe they 

were for bringing again into Places of Power and Truſt, 
ſuch as would probably ſerve the King againſt the Re- 

bellion then on Foot,upon ſuch pretexces they decline their 

Supreme National Fudicatory, and becauſe that Print is 

known bur to very tew of the preſent Generation, and 

ſince it is a Monument of their Villany and Stubborn- 

neſs, it may be ſeen at the end of this Letter, I have no 

more to add, but that I wiſh my Skill ro ſerve you, were 

equal to my Zealand AfﬀeSion, for I am in all ſincerity 


Tour moſt obedient Servant. 
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The Proteſtation of divers Miniſters, 
againſt the Proceedings of the late 
Commiſſron of the Church of Scotland, 
as alſo againſt the lawfulneſs of the 
preſent pretended Aſſembly. 


Right Reverend, 


O W gracious God hath been to the Church 
of Scotland, in giving her pure Ordinances ; 
we truſt that while we live, it ſhall be ac- 
knowledged, with thanfulneſs, by us unto 

the Moſt High, of whom we deſire Mercy and Grace to 
adhere unto the DoCtrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment Eſtabliſhed in this Land, amongſt the many 
ſad Tokens of the Lords Indignation and Wrath againſt 
this Kirk, the preſent Difference of his Servants in the 
Miniſtcy, is looked upon by us, and we believe by all 
the godly in the Land, as one of the greate{t. And-as. 
we hold it a Duty deeply to be humbled before the Lord 
in the Senſe thereof, and by all lawful and fair means, 
within the compaſs of our power anc jtation, to endea- 
vour the remedy; ſo we do ackyowledge a {ce General 
Aſſembly, lawfully Called, ard rightly Conſtitured, and 
proceeding with Meeknelſs and Love in the Spirit of eþ 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according to the Rulz of the W-,, , 
and the Ads and Coniticutions of this Kirk, 5 be x. 
mong(t the firſt and molt effetual meanz appointed of 
M God 
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God for obtaining the ſame, and for preſerving Purity, 
and advancing the power of the Work of Retormation 
in this Age, and tranſmitting the ſame unſpotred ro our 
Poſtcrity, and to the Ages and Generations that are to 
come 2: but that as the faithjul Servants of Jeſus Chriſt 
in his Church in former times did by his good Hand on 
them in the right Adminiſtation of free and lawful Ge- 
neral Aſſemblics, bring the Wark of Reformation in 
Scetland unto a great PerfeQtion, and nigh Conformity 
with the firſt Pattern: fo unfaithlul Mcn minding their 
own things more than things of Chriſt, and Ulurping 
over thcir Brethren, and the Lords Inheritance, did dc- 
face the beauty thcreof, firſt by encroaching upon the 
Liberty and Freedom of Aſſemblies, afterwards by taking 
away the very Aſſemblies themſelves. Theretore re- 
membring and. calling to mind the many Bonds and 
Obligations that lic upon us from the Lord, and bei 

deſiraus to be. found faithtul in this day of Temtariog, 
and to exonerate our Confciences as inhis.fight, and to 
avoid rhe acce{lion unco thas guiltincſs in which many 
have involved themlielves. And conceiving that this 
Meeting 1s not a lawful General Aſſembly of the Church 
of Scotland, in regard that the Election of Commit: 
ſioners to rhe: ſame, have been limited and preudiced 
in the due Liberty thercof, by a Letter and AEt of their 
Commiſſioners of the laſt Aſſembly ſent ro Presbyre- 
rics, appointing ſuch Brethren as after Conference re- 
mained unſatisfied with, and continued to oppole the 
Publick Rcſolutions, to be Cited to the General Aſſem- 
bly. And in rcgard ths Commiſſion of many Burghs 
and Presbyterios arc abſent, as wanting free acceſs, by 
'2n of the Motions of the Enemy : and in regard that 
>f the 'Commillioners ot the laſt General Aſſcm- 


many v- . ; 
bly hav carried ona courſe of detection, contrary to the 


Tiwukk comm :ted to ther, and.to the Acts and Conſtita- 
r10nsS 


& 


& 


” ( #1 *) . 

trons of this Church - and who in. theit Remonſtranees 
and Papers, have ſtirred up the Civil Magittrate aoainſt 
fuciz who arc unfatisficd in their Conſcicnces with their 
Peoccedings, and who have prelimited the Aftembly, 
by their Letter and ACt formerly mentioned, arc ad- 
mitted to Sit, and Voted as Members of the Aſlembly, 
and their Moderator clioſen to be Modcrator of the Af 
lembly, notwithſtanding timous exception was made a 
gainſt chem, that they ought nor to be acmitred as Mens 
bers of the Aſſembly, until their Proceedings were firſt 
cried and approven by the Afſembly : and in regard tha: 
his Majeſty, and his Majeſtizs Commiſſioners by his 
Speech, did incitc too hard Courſes againſt theſe who arc 
unſatisfied in their Conſciences, with the Procecdings of 
the Commiſſioners, before the trial and approbation ot 
the Commiſſion Book, or any At made by the Aſſem- 
bly for the approving their Proceedings 3 we do upon 
thefe, and many orhers important grounds and reaſons, 
to be proponed and given in time and place convent- 
ent, in the name of the Church of Scot/and, and in our 
names, and in the name of all Minifters, Ruling-Elders, 
and Profcflours of this Kirk, who do, or ſhall adhere to 
us, Proteſt againſt rhe Validity and Conſlicution of rhis 
Atſembly, as not being free and Jawful : and that they 
may not aſſume unto themſelves any Authority, nor cx- 
erciſe any Power or Juriſdiction for determining of Con- 
rroverſics, making of Ads cmirtting of Declarations, 
judging of Proteſtations or Appeals, or Proceedines of 
Synods, or inferior Judicatorics, or Cenfuring Perſons 
or Papers, or iſſuing of Commiſſions of whatfocver forr 
to any perſons whartoever, and in paiticular Proteſts thar 
they may not procced unto the Approbation or Ratifica- 
tion of the Proceedings of rhe former Commiliton, no! 
only becauſe of the want of juſt Power and Amuti.crity 
ſo to do, but alfo becanſe theſe Proceedings comain many 
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things contrary to the Truſt committed to their Com- 
midllonerd, eſpecially their allowing and carrying on a 
Conjunttion with the Malignant Party, and bringing 
them into Places of Power and Truſt in the Judicatories 
and in the Army, contrary to the Word of God, Solemn 
League and Covenant, the Solemn Confeſſion of Sins, 
and Engagement to Duties, the conſtant Tenor of 
Warnings, Declarations, Remonſtrances, Cauſes of 
Humiliations, Letters, Supplications, Acts and Con- 
ſtitutions of this Kirk, and the laying a Foundation for 
the Civil Magiſtrate, ro meddle with theſe things which 
concern Miniſters, their Do&rine and Exerciſe of Mi- 
niſtcrial Dutics before they be Cited, Tried, and Cen- 
ſured by the Judicatories of the Kirk. And we Proteſt 
chat whatſoever Determinations, Atts, Ratifications, 
Declarations, Cenſures, or Commiſſions that ſhall be 
made or given by them, 'may be Void and Null, and 
may not bc interpreted as binding to the Kirk of Scot- 
laxzd; but that notwithſtanding thereof, it may be free 
for us, and ſuch as adhere to us, to Exerciſe our Mi- 
niltry and enjoy the due Chriſtian Liberry of our Con- 
ſciences, according to the Word of God, National Co. 
venant, Solemn League and Covenant, the Confeſli- 
on of Sins, and Engagements to Duties, and all the 
Aqs and Conſtitutions of this Kirk, and that there 
may be liberty to chuſe Commiſſioners, and to Con- 
vene a Free and Lawſul General Aſſembly , when 
there ſhall be necd, and the-Lord ſhall give opportu- 
nity, and to add what further reaſons ſhall have 
weight tor ſtrengthning this our Proteſtation, and 
ſhewing the nullity of this Aſſembly, and the un- 
warrantablcenels of the Proceedings of the Commilli- 
oners of the former Aſſembly 3 and that theſe pre- 
ſents may be put upon Record in the Regiſters of the 
Gencrali Aſſembly to be. extant ad futuram rei memori- 
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am, and that we may have a ſubſcribed Extra& under 
the Clerks hand. 


Subſcribed and preſented at $t. Andrews 20. July, 
1651. by Mr. A.C. Moderator of the laſt Aſſembly. 


Mr. Samuel Rutherford. Mr. William Guthery. 


Mr, James Guthery, Mr. Alexander Moncreif. 
Mr. Patrick Gilleſpy. Mr. Joh= Hamilton in It. 
Mr. John Meinzies. derkip. 

Mr, Ephraim Melvin. Mr. Rebert Muire. 

Mr. John Carſtaires, Mr. John Hart. 

Mr. William Adair. Mr. Andrew Donaldſon. 

Mr. Thomas Wyllie. Mr. Robert Keith. 

Mr. John Newvoy. And ten other Miniſters. 


Mr. James Simpſon. 


Right Reverend, 


E arc conſtrained by many neceſſities, and by 
transferring of the Aſſembly, to be abſent from 

your ſubſequent mectingz and having laid to Heart 
what the Lord requireth of us. in this day of fo fad a 
Difpenſation, and ſo ſore a Controverſic againſt the 
Land. We think our ſelves bound in Conſcicnce, to 
lay open to you, that we are much unſatisficd with the 
Proceedings of the Commitſlioners of the late General Al- 
ſembly relating to the in-bringing and in-truſting of the 
Malignant Party, with the Conſequences thereot z there 
iſluing forth one ACt with a Letter, ro the prejudice, as 
we conccive, of the Presbytcrics Ele&tion of Commilii- 
oners to this Aſſembly, which hath need to be looked 
on, Icaſt the Freedom of this High Court of Jeſus Chriſt, 
by iuch preparatives, be infringed. We wiſh ic be your 
Wiſdoms carc, that begun Eyvils be remedied, our blecd- 


ing 


—— 


$4. 
. - ———_——_ go 
ey » wer ond rr Wwe. 4 EE 


Lad - 


Ro PrW—_— wr 


- ” wm G_- me. oma. &.. in... , = F 
- _— — - 
® 


—- x _ 


(84) 

ing Wounds with render Hands bound up, and that the 
fierce Wrath of the Lord ſmoaking in our Bowels may be 
quenched : and do in all humility and reverence of your 
Wildoms, and rendernets of reſpect to precious Men, 
waom we much honour and love in the Lord, though 
in this matter we molt differ from them in Judgments ; 
Proteſt that the foreſaid Proceedings be nor Ratified and 
approven by you, and that we be not involved in the 
Guilt and Conſequences to the Rarifications thereot : 
and this we crave to be Recorded in your Regiſter for 
the Vindication of Truth, and cxoneration of our Confci- 
ences. The Lord give you wiſdom in all things, and 
powre out upon you a fpirit of Healing the backſlidings 
of the Land, of building up our Breaches. 


We reſt 
Tour Wiſdoms loving Brethren 


and Servants in Chriſt, 


Subſcribed and ſent from Pearth to Dundce (to which 
place the Aſſembly was Adjourned from S. Andrews upon 
the 21. July 1651.) by M. Alexander Dunlap, William 
Symervell, John Mauld, James Donaldſon, John Veatch, 
John Hammilton ## Carmichael, Alexander Barterem, Mz- 
iſters 3 aud William Brown of Dolphington, a Ruling 
Elder. 
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TOSISUAREE RE 


| HEN the Printer had caſt off the former 
Sheets, there appeared here a ſcurrilous Pam- 
phlet, intituled an Anſwer to the Scots Preſ- 
byterian Eloquence in three parts. If you 
would have a Character of the Author you mult read 
the Book, and perhaps by ſo doing, you may meet with 
ſomething that is extraordinary, and which cannot ſo ca- 
ſily fall under words ; he appears with all the ſtorm 
and Thunder that paſlion and rage can furniſh him with, 
he breaths nothing but violence and indignation, and 
bluſters with ſo much tury, that at firſt view you may 
perceive him as great a Separatiſt from good nature 
and modelty, as he is from the Chriſtian Church and her 
Worſhip. 

He divides his Pamphlet into three parts. In the 
firſt, he complains of cruel Laws made againſt the 
Presbyterians in the former Reigns. In the ſecond, he 
meddles with the Author of the Scots Presbyterian Elo- 
quence. In the third, he aſſaults the Sermons and Lives 
of the Biſhops and Clergy. 

As to the firſt, King Charles IT. and our ſubordinate 
Governors made no Laws againſt the Presbyterians in 
Scotland,burt what they were torc'd to make in their own 
defence; when the ing wasreſtor'd to his hereditary right, 
and the Nations deliver'd trom their Egyptian bondage; the 
Parliament being call'd they cnaCted tuch Laws as were 
abſolutelyneceſlary for preſerving their Liberty and co 

damenta 
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damental Conſtitution : and becauſe they had fo ſadly 
ſmarted under their cruel Taskmaſters ( the Covenan- 
ters) in the late Civil Wars, they took care in the firſt 
place, by gentle Laws both to reclaim the deluded, and 
ſecure their own ſafety. The frequent attempts and inſur. 
retions of the Presbyterians afterwards oblig'd them to 
make more ſeyere Laws, nor did cver any man in that 
Period ſuffer capital puniſhment, bur for high Treaſon 
againſt the King and State. If their errors and deluſions 
were purely ſpeculative, and did not upon all turns 
prompt them to overturn the Government and praſp the 
Sovereignty, they might live in Scorland in all peace and 
rranquility, as other Diſſenters did. Bur 
Eh. Vid. _ let when the whole * Scheme of their Reli. 
'-4s 7% pion (as far as they differ from the Epil- 

copal party) is nothing in it ſelf but ungo- 
vernable humor and-Rebellion, and when their inſolence 
became fo intolerable that they proclaim'd open War a- 
gainſt the King in his own Dominions, and-preach'd te 
their Hcarers that they ought to kill his Servants,and that 
he had no right to the Crown becaule he broke the Co- 
venant ; what Apology necds there be made againſt the 
unreaſonable clamours of ſuch deſperate Incendiaries, e- 
ſpecially when their cruelties towards the Epiſcopal 
Charch both Clergy and Laity after the Year 1637. were 
unparallel'd in Hiſtory, as they were diabolical in thcir 
nature, And their Oath of the Covenant impos'd up- 
on all ranks and degrees of perſons within the Nation, 
and ( Children at the Schools not excepred ) with greater 
tyranny, malice and violence than the Fathers of the 
Inquiſition cver practiſed. 

VVhat was it then that the King was to be blam'd 
for, and his Miniſters of State > VVhyz they would 
not acknowledy that the King had loſt his right ro the 
Crown, they defended his calm and obedicnt Subjefts 


from 
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from the hands of theſe religious Harpyes who would" 
needs perfuade the Nation, that there was no Sin fo 
much to be dreaded, as any the leaſt tranſgreſſjon of the 
ſolemn League and Covenant. The King and his Mini- 
ſters of State might more plauſibly be accus'd of cruelty, 
if they had made ſevere Laws againſt the conſequences of 
Presbyterian Opinions, rather than againſt the open and 
avowed efforts of treachery and Rebellionz Prudence 
and caution might arm them againſt the firſt, bur ſelf- 
defence, the Laws of natureand Nations, their own ho- 

nour and ſafety, muſt needs prompt them to the ſecond. 
In ſhorr, you will meer with nothing in the firſt parr of 
this Pamphlet, bur an ill-contriv'd abftraGt of the Find let 
looſe, and you know that the Epiſcopalians took care to 
compendiſe that Book, and publiſh ir of new, that all men 
might fee the principles, praQtices and hamors of that 
$8 whom they oppole : nor can there be a betrer de- 
fence of King Charles the ſeconds Government, than the 
Hind let looſe, it duly confider'd,. and upon the whole 
matter I will only fay this, that it the Miniſters of State 
under King Charles Il. in Scotland have done nothing 4- 
oainſt the Presbyterians, but what all wiſe, great, and good 
Men have done in the like cafes, then the Clamours of 
this party againſt their Miniſtry are rather an honour 
to, than an accuſation againſt ricir proceedings. For as 
long as there arc any Records of publick tranſaCtions 
reſery'd in our Nation, the Rebcllions under Xing 


Charles I. and II. and the principles by A 
which they have been maintain'd, and , AR : 
the * Artif, made uſe of to delude ** 

the people unto miſery and Enthuſiaſm, can never be tor- 
gotten : and if there was no other Book extant but the 
AQts of their General Aſſemblies, they ſufficiently vindi- 
cate King Charles II, and his Miniſters of State from any 


ſhadow of cruclty and rigor. 
But 


(.88 ) 

; 4 
But all this and much more is made 
* Sir George Mac- eyident by the Learned and Loyal * 4d- 
Wnee wocate in his ſhort and accurate De- 
fence of King Charl's the 2 ds. Government, Where he at» 
tacks, 2nd baſſes by Reaion, Law, and the cuſtoms of 
Nations, the little cavils and 'cxceprtions ſtarted againſt 
the adminiſtrations of that wiſe and peaceable Monarch. 
A Book which ſhall never be anſwered, I do not mcan, 
that they ſhall nor write againſt ir, but that ir js un- 
anſycrablc, and they may as wiſely run a tilt againſt a 
Rock, .as endgavyour to ſhake any part of its main de- 
ſign. The rcaſonings of it. arc fo clear, the hiſtori. 
cal retorſions ſo undeniable, and the villanics of their 
{ations and combinations ſo tranſparent, that ro meddle 
with that Book will more and more diſcover their folly, as 
wellas renew their correion:and the publiſher of it thinks 
{till he has done the Nation good ſervice ; and he is the 
more confirmed in his Opinion, that he 
* Anſwer to the perceives, that the little and hidden 
_— Nurllings of Presbytery are galled by 
it * Itis a Lyc that Sir George Mac- 
kenzie pretended he would not publiſh it, tho he would 
not allow a Copy ſurreptitiouſly procured to come a- 
broad withour his immediate orders and dirc&tions ; 
and when he ſaw it convenient, he recommended it to 
his Friend to publiſh itz and ir might have been print- 
cd a good while before he died, it the publiſher had not 
been diverted by many little Qccurrences. But let nor 
this Scribler, or any of his party, blame $7r George Mac 
kexzie, that their Covenants were addcd to the Frearite 
lately mcntioned; this is ſolely ro be imputed to tlic 
Publiſter, and he needs no Apolopy for the doing of it, 
ſince they are undeniable monuments of their incurable 
fiubborumeſs and Rebellion: and the reaſonings in the 
Freatile it ſelf are frequently rclatcd to, and illuſtrated 
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by thoſe wicked Papers, I mean the Bonds and Covenants 
©: that reſtle(s FaCtion. Burt to end this Paragraph, 
you may tell rhis Acculſcr, that the original Copy writ-' 
ten by Mr. Andrew Johaſtone ( then -imanuenjis to Sir 
George Mackenzze ) is (lll in the Publiſhers hands. 

The Scribler unwarily does us | 
a great deal. of honour, when he W874 Eicanm?— 
tells the World that the pratti- "" 
ces of Presbyterians under the Reign of King Charles Il. 
were proſecuted and oppoſed by ſuch as the Dake of Queent- 
berry, Marquis of Athol, Earl of Linlithgow, V:iſcoun?f of 
Tarbat, Lieutenant General Drummond, and Sir George 
Mackenzie. If he underſtood the Laws of Conſequence, 
he might cafily ſee that Men of their Quality, Senſe and In- 
tcreſt are too great a weight in the oppolire Scale,and ſince 
we have juſt rcafon toglory in their parts, honour and inte- 
grity,it is yery odd that he ſhould be fo fooliſh,as ro own 
that we are favour'd by perſons of their merit - and 
vertue. *Tis pleaſant to ſce with what rudeneſs and va- 
nicy this lictle Man aſſaults the memory of :$:r George 
Mackenzie; 1o have I ſeen ſometimes when a generous 
Fakon drops dead to the ground, the Aites, the Crows, 
and the Jackdaws gather about him, and ſolemnize a 
Jubilee, and yer even when he lies dead they dare not 
couch one of his teataers, He may re»; ! _ + 
member the Fable, thac when the Lic * phedri Fabule. 
was cxpiring, the 4/s amongſt other 
Beaſts kick'd him, and infulred over him. I do not 
mean by this, that Sir George Mackenzie, it het were 
alive, would have taken notice of lii's bawling or but- 
foonryz but to let him fee, that he is as void of ge- 
ncrolity and honour, as he is of common fonle and 
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In this firſt Part he appears very uncaſie, that the 
Epiſcopal Party. are 'not Perſecuted to the utmoſt, and 
upbraids us ever and anon with the Lenity that we 
mcet with under the preſent Government, and again 
muſt needs perſuade the World, that 
our Principles of Paffive Obedience arc 
more dangerous to the prefent Government, than the 
Principles of the Covenant were to the former. But if 
there be no more in the caſe than Paſfrve Obedience, I 
think rhe Government needs not be atraid 3 and if the 
Epiſcopal Party are not fo violently Perfecured now, if 
they do not feel thoſe loads of Miſery thar they groancd 
under from the year 1638. to 1649, (when the Cove- 
nanted Zealots 'Wwere uppermoſt) tins is not at all to be 
imputcd co the Leniry of Presbyrterians, but to the re. 
ſtraints that are laid upon them by the oppoſite Biaſs of 
the Nobility and Gentry, and becauſe their moſt terrible 
Weapon of Excommunication is blunted (the Civil Penal- 
ties thar formerly did attend it being taken away) this 
is the trueReaſon why they do nor Proſecute their An- 
ragoniſts with Excommunications, becauſe ſuch Cenſures 
now haye no force; ſo that notwithſtanding of all his 
Panegyricks in commendation of their Meckneſs, we 
look upon them till as Tygers Chained, nor altered in 
their Nature, but much more galled and irritated by their 
reſtraint. If the Scorch Epiſcopal Party has any favour 
in England or in Scotland, they ought to thank God for 
it, and his /»ſtruments whom he directs, and employs 
ro preſerve them. 1 hope 'tis viſible co the World, with 
what Induſtry and Application, and by what Engines 
and Means, Presbyterians are reſolved to deſtroy them. 

In the Second Part of his Pamphler he falls toul up- 
on the Author of the Scorch Presbyterian Eloquence, in 
which Scuffle I am not at all concerned, I think the Au- 
thor 
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thor of that ColleRion was to blame, that he did nor 
more particularly relate the times when, the perſons, by 
whom, and places where, ſuch Stuff was Preached, and 
perhaps he has been unwary as to ſome Stories which 
need Confirmation, bur fince there is ſuch variety and 
multitudeof true Stories of that Nature, nothing ſhould 
be advanc'dto theix diſadvantage that is not duly atreſted, 
As for the Incoafiſtencies charged upon the Author of 
the Scotch Presbyterian Elequence, they are not worth 
your while toconſider them, nor have I any inclination 
to examine them, nor am I concerned to offer my me- 
diation between them; only let me inform you that the 
Book of which I ſend you the Gexeral Hiſtory, contains 
not one good Conſequence from the beginning ro the 
end. 

I have heard that the Scorch Presbyterian Eloquence has 
been much talked off, and therefore I take the liberty to 
acquaint you with the Reaſons that induce me to be- 
lieye, that there was no injury done the Scotch Presbyter;- 
ans in the publiſhing of that Book. 

Firſt, Becauſe the Printed Accounts cited from their 
Books are <qual to the unprinted relations of their Ser- 
mons and Prayers, Mr. Rutherford's Letters alone have 
in them many coarſe and abuſive Metaphors, and Appli- 
cations that are mean and loathſome 3 and though I do 
notat all in this Letter meddle with his deſign and mean. 
ing, yet I think it but a modeſt Cenſure to ſay, thar 
there was in thoſe Letters more Popularity than Piety. 
I know the Party do magnific him highly, and it is no 
part of my buſiacls to leſſen cheir Opinion of him 3 yet 
I muſt ccil you, that in the eſteem of all impartial Men 
he muſt fall below the Character they beſtow upon 
him. He had Read Dr. Twiſſe, and others of his Opi- 
nion, and if any Learning appear in his Books, it » but 
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tme of the Metaphy/icks he had borrowed from Dr. Twiſe, 
as Dr. Owen, in his Treatiſe De Fuſtiti4 Vindicatind, al- 
lures us. And he was ſo plunged in theſe Metaphy/ical 
IWhimſ;es, that none can make Senſe of what he wrote. 
Lect his Patrons conſider that Chapter in his Exercita- 
tienes Apologetice pro Divind Gratid,wherein he pretends to 
anſwer that Argument, 2uod unuſquiſque tenetur credere, 
and then czll me if they can boaſt of his Perſpicuity and 
Solidiry. Ot the ſame Stamp are his Metaphyſical Dzſ- 
ſertations annexed to his Book De Providentia, de Ente 
Peoſſibilt : it I had the Book by me, I think I could give 
you Divertiſement. I know very well what our Adverſaries 
will ſay, viz. that I do not underſtand him, and I muſt 
ſincerely acknowledge they arc inthe right of it. 

But Secondly, The moſt blaſphemous Stories in the 
Book called the Scotch Presbyterian Eloquence,can be proved 
by the beſt and molt undeniable Evidence, viz. That of 
Mr. 7rquharr's concerning the Lords Prayer , that of 
Mr, Xirkton's concerning the Holy-Ghoft, and that he be- 
lieved Abraham run out of the Land of Caldea for debr. 
Now I agree with this angry Scribler, fo far, that theſe 
arc horrid and blaſphemous cxpreſſions, and I pitch upon 
chem, becaute he himſelf thinks that nothing can be 
worſe, and that theſe Expreſſions alone (if falſely alledged) 
diſprove the whole Colle&ion.. Now we fairly offer ro 
prove theſe three, the firſt again(t Mr. 7rquhart , the 
other two againſt Mr. Xirkrov. This is undeniably 
juſt by his own Conceſſions Pag. 61. and it ſuch blal- 
phemous Stories are openly tolerated, what muſt we 
expect trom that Society of M:n, and I have in the tor- 
mer Treatiſe given you two inſtances of greater Igno- 
rance and Nonſenſe in the Printed Books of Mr. Aule, 
chan any that's to be found in the Scorch Eloquence. As 
tor the Stories cited from the Scotch Eloquence againſt 
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Mr. Rule, and mentioned by him in Pag. 61. I do 
not truly believe them, unleſs | have better Authority 
for them. 

Thirdly, ſuppoſe that one had a mind to make Stories 
to the diſadvantage of the Sco/ch Presbyterians, yet their 
jargon is (o coarſly extravagant, that ir is not pollible 
tor any Man to ſpeak their Language, unleſs he had been 
Educated in their Gzbberi/h, and rhe Harmony berween 
their Printed Books, and their unprinted Sermons is fo 
exact, that none can doubt of the laſt who Read the 
firſt. Let me but name one Man, it is Mr. F. X. his 
Fancy is ſo Comical, ſo ſurprizing, ſo unimirable, thar 
it is not poſlible ro fay any thing as he ſays it himlelf, 
nor yct to aſcribe ro another what is ſaid by him; and 
this way of Preaching is no new thing amonglt the 
Presbycerians. They always accuſcd rhe Epiſcopalians 
that their Sermons were Cold, and:Dry,' and-+ Moral 
Diſcourſes, and were nor Calculated to the Capacities 
aid Afﬀcctions of the People as theirs. were, and therc- 
fore they complyed. ſo much with the- Genius of the 
Pcople that they forgot the Majeſty of Religion, and 
the diſtinction berween things Sacred and Prophanc. 

Fourthly, There may be ſo many Stories added of 
theic abuſive Diltorſions of the Scripture with Authen- 
tick atteſtations, that it were their wiſdom to let this 
Debate fall. For Preaching after their way is become 
of late fo trifling an Exerciſe, that no Man could perform 
it tothe ſatis{aCtion of their thorow-pac'd Diſciples, but 
he that was either an extraordinary Hypocrite, or well 
advanced in Madacts, and whatever Men pretend that 
have conſidered: the, affair bur ſuperficially , *ris necef- 
ſary to expole that abſurd, ſcnſual, and ludicrous Sect, 
that Metamorploſc Religion, and its Solemn Excrcifes 
unto Theatrical Scenes. It the great things of I 
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be truc, if we have any thing that diſtinguiſhes us from 
the Bcaits thar periſh, if our Souls ſurvive our Bodies, 
and if our beliet and hopes of inviſible things, and the 
ſlate of Retribution be not intirely a Dream : what 
greater affront can be done to the Majeſty of God, the 
dignity of Human Nature, and the Common Senſe of 
Mankind, than thus by mock Sermons to Lampoon the 
great Truths of the Goſpel? Did not our meek and 
bleſſed Saviour chaſtiſe the Hypocriſie of the Phariſees 
with greater ſeverity, than the more open and undif- 
guiſed lewdnefs of Publicans and Sinners £ And St. Paul 
treats them with no other Language, than that of dogs, 
evil workers, and the conciſton ; their Character is more 
at length in the Epiſtle of Sr. Jude 3 ſuch religious Scor- 
ners do in the moſt eftetual manner promote Atheiſm, 
and they that Att Deyotion afrer the manner of a Farce, 
do expoſe it more than the Wits, and the Phzloſophers. 
Upon this conſideration alone the Presbyterian Preach- 
ments do more harm to Piety, than the moſt ſubtile Ar. 
guments of Ancient and Modern Arheiſts : we arc ſup- 
ported againſt Atheiſm by the ſtrength of Natural Rea- 
ſon, when we are attacked pravely by plauſible ap- 
pearances : but when we are ſurprized and diſarmed by 
the ſudden infinuations of Raillery, we are quickly over- 
come, not becauſe we are weak, bur hn we do not 
reſolutely encounter the Enemy. One Sermon mixt 
with fuch fooleries, as give occaſion to this Digreſſion, 
do more real hurt than can be imagined 3 and if it be a 
faulr ro Publiſh them, how intolerable is it to Preach 
them, and to fupport Societies that ſeem to deſign no- 
thing leſs than to ridicule all Religion. Bur it is the juſt 
Judgment of God, that they who have forſaken the Uni- 
ry of the Church ſhould be giver wp to ſtrong delu- 
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In the third part of his Pawphler, he heaps together 
ſome monſtrous and ridiculous Stories againſt the Cler- 
gy, and though one had ſufficient Rrengt!: ro grapple 
with a Scavenger and Jay him in the Mire, yet methinks 
the undertaking is neither generous nor decent. There 
are a great many of them that he aſperſes that I know 
nothing off, ſo it is nor reaſonable ro expett thatl ſhould 
meddle in their affairs, and yer if they were the moſt 
arrant Villains upon Earth, Iam able to demonſtrate, 
that his Teſtimony againſt them is not Valid. And 
therefore I humbly beg of all diſintereſted Strangers to 
conſider but a few Particulars 3 and then let them judge 
whether the accuſations of Presbyrcrians againſt the Epif 
copal Church of Scotland are to be valued. 


Firſt, They may remember that this way of Libelling, 
is the true CharaGeriftick of the Party, and we need 
gather no other inſtances to prove this, than the Pradtiſ:s 
of their General Aſſembly, Anno 1638, Who (when they 
Sat) Libelled the Venerable Archbiſhop Spotlwood, and 
all his Brethren of that Order, of the moſt abominable 
Crimes, and charged ther with the fins of Fabitual 
Lying, Swearing, Drunken; '(s, Adultery, [ ueeſt, Sodomy, and 
Sorcery, withan &c. and they paſt their Centures upon 
them as guilty of thele Abominations, and inſerted the 
names of particular Ge»t/emen a5 Witneſſes, who were 
never acquainted with this Contrivance : and ordered 
all the Miniſters of the Nation to Read ail theſe Libels 
and Sentences from their Pulpics, as it the whole Pro- 
cels had been fairly examined, an1 the Witneiles had 
appeared before that Packe Jyry of Mock Ecclefia- 
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Now this was the Solemn At of the whole Party 
met in a General Aſſembly, who concerted thoſe Methods, 
when they were mutually conſcious to the Knavery of 
one another, and defying the Omzniſcience of Heaven, 
went on reſolutely againſt their own Convictions, as well 
as the Prattice of all former Ages. It is but ordinary tor 
private Men to afſault the Reputation of others, bur 
what degrees of- wickedneſs muſt they arrive to, that 
Combine together, and own to one another, that the 
plaineſt Laws of God might be trampled upon, ra- 
ther than miſs their end. And this Villany is ſtil] upon 
Record, and -to their everlaſting diſgrace undeniable, 
and will continue ſo, as long as there are any Monuments 
of that Nation preſerv'd. 


Their Predeccſſors thus United, found Calumny the 
moſt proper Weapon, and ctie&tual Inſtrument to ſerve 
their Malice, and to diſgrace amongſt the deluded People, 
Grave, Learned, Loyal, and Judicious Men ; and the 
Pcople were quickly undeceived, when the Covenanters 
got into the Saddle : for from the year 1638. to the year 
1652. (when Oliver grew weary of their infolence) the 
Nation groancd under rhe ſaddeſt and moſt unutterablec 
Bondage. The Reader is therefore defired to remem- 
ber that no Man can continue a Presbyterian without the 
Arts of Calumny. Omne imperium conſervatur itiſdem ar- 
tibus quibus prind acquiritur: and when the Varniſh of 
Hy pocriſie drops oft, then the Tyranny ſupportcd by ir 
mult fink. The Presbyterians began their Faction with 
Calumny, and they cannot now (if they would) lay ir 
aſide. What could the Epiſcopal Clergy expect from 
their preſent Perſecutors, leſs than their Predeceſſors 
met 
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met with in that Gexeral Aſem#ly > Who ſtuck at nothing, 
how monſtrous ſfoever, ro promote their end ; when 
they forbear to breath, then ir is that they f{orbcar to 
Slander and Calumniate, 


When upon the late Revolution the Presbyterians 
were impowred more plainly to diſcover their Nature, 
the firſt ing they betook themſelves to was that of Li- 
belling ; and when they have now wearied themlelves 
(it they can be wearicd of what is fo natural to the Fa- 
tion) and expoſed their own Repuration by invading 
that of other Mens, they muſt yer goe on, not that they 
find this Method ſucceſsful, but becauſe they cannot for- 
bear; and it is enough for the Reader to know that 
they cannot name three of the Clergy of Scotland juſt. 
ly deprived for Immoralities, after all their Inſidious 
Arts, Libellings, and Clamours fince the Reyolution. 


But to make the Villany of that Ge- . 
eral Aſſembly, 1 lately named a little 
more conſpicuous, I deſire the Reader may remember a 
very memorable Story. Ir is this, The Aſſembly pre- 
tended thar the Biſhops were proved guilty of all the 
Crimes that were imputed to them, by ſufftcient Ewvi- 
gence 5 and theretore they inſerted the names of ſeveral 
Gentlemen, and others, in their Sentences, as Witneſles 
of the Libels. And in their Sentence againſt the Arch- 
biſhop Spotſweod, the Laird of Balfeur, in Fife, was 
named as a Witneſs, whereas this /Joneſt Gentleman nc> 
ver knew any thing of the matter ; an a!l rhe time of 
the Sitting of that Mock AfſemZly, he had never ben 
from his own Houſe, which is at leaſt tbreeſcore Miles 
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from Glaſgow. But Mr. Colin Adam, Mi- 
m—_—_— niſter of Anſtruther- Eaſter, did Read the 
mricks, axſingenuity, Sentence againſt the Archbiſhop, trom 
ilrga! Prachiſer, ard the Pulpit upon a Sunday, according 
tumultuons Villantes g." : 5 
'f the Covenanters, £0 tC -iſſemblics appointment, the Laird 
364 are earnejtly de- of Balfour being in thic Churca, and 
fired to Read "7 horuring his own name Read as a Wir. 
Charles I. /ar2e De- Wa , ' ; | 
claration in Folio. nels of the Libel againſt rhe Archliſhop, 
Lond, Printed for went ouc of the Church, and 1immcdi- 
Reb. Toung, 1539 ately after Sermon called for the Mini- 
ſter, and challenged him how he could Read Z/i5 name 
in ſuch a Yilanous Paper, fincc he himiclt knew that he 
had not been from Home all the time of the 4ſembly, 
and ſo could not have been a Witncſs there, To which 
the Miniſter anſwered, that he knew wc! cnough he was 
ot a Witneſs, but the Aſſembly had inſerted his name, 
and he durſt not bur Read as they had ordered. Now 
let the World judge what an Aſem#ly this was, and what 
Credit ought thoſe Encmigs of Mankind and good Na- 
rurc ever to have, after ſuch a palpable Wickedneſs ; 
that whcn they had charged the Fathers of the Church 
with ſuch Abominations, they ſhould preſume to abuſe 
the names of Particalar Gentlemen, as Witncllcs of their 
own inventions, 


Atrer this picce of undeniable Hiſtory, I would plad- 
ly know, whether any Modeſt Man thinks it acts, 
that a particular anſwer ſhould be returned to the odi- 
ous Libcl againſt the unſtained Reputation of that Pjous, 
Frudent, Learned, and Loyal Martyr Archbiſhop Sharp, 
who cannot be named, bur to the diſgrace of the Scotch 
Presbyterjans. I need not upon this occaſion run out 
into Tragical Exclamations againſt their Impudence, 
the 
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the more they Lyc, the more true they are to the Spi- 
rit of the Party. They cannot be more kind to his Re- 
putation than they were to his Lite, whom they bair- 
barouſly murdered, and whoſe Afſaſſnes | 
were magnified in their Pamphlets, And 
though this little unknown Accu/er pre: 
tends that he was not Murdered by the Presbyterians, 
becauſe (torfooth ) one of their Miniſters in 77oand re- 
tuſed the Sacrament to one of the Murdercts, yet ir 
was undeniably the effeCt of their united 
Combination, and juſtified in their 
Pamphlets, and attempted once, and 
chreatned trequently betore. We dare him, and all his 
Aſlociates, to anſwer what Mr. Sheilds has Written re- 
lating to this Aﬀair : my meaning is, that this effort of 
their Villany was not the rcſult of private Paſſion, bur 
the avowed and juſt Conſequence of their Princi- 
ples, and then ler their Patrons rell me if they meer with 
any thing worſe in the Morals of the Jeſuits, that arc 
every Where ſo juſtly expoſed. They agrce in their 
Notions, but excced them far by their Bawling, Rude. 
neſs, and Buffoonry. The Jeſuit is Mannerly and Arti- 
ficial, but the Scotch Presbyrerian ſeems to at&t by the 
mechaniſm of his Nature. 


Vide Fl, us let 
Lad 
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Vide Hind let 
looſe throughout. 


Slanders and Calumny, being thus Authorized by the 
Aſſembly, it. was no wonder to ſee their Leading Men 
Practiſe the fame Villanics ; therefore it 1s that you find 
Mr. Rutherford, Gravely and Maliciouſly, accuſe the 
Biſhops of the ſame Crimes, that the Aſſembly accuſed 
them of, in his Preface to Lex Rex, which [ cannot 
Cite more particularly, having no Books by me. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Such as are Strangers to our affairs, muſt 
remember that this Trade of Libelling the Clergy is no 
wil Comics of Refle&tion upon our Country. For the 
Searls Ming Whole Body of the Clergy of England 
ſters complained of were thus maliciouſly aſſaulted, and 
—_ fk Hain all the Crimes Libelled againſt chem, 
= that their Encmies could invent. And 

if ſuch an illuſtrious Body of Eccleſiaſticks were thus 
rudely treated , can the Clergy of Scotland, under 
their preſent Miſeries and Oppreſlions , expe fairer 


Quarters. 


Thirdly, I defire the Reader to conſider with how 
much Rudeneſs and Ignorance, this unknown Lampooner 
beſpatters the preſent Clergy of the Charch of England, 
and the Laity of her Communion. It is no part of my 

buſineſs .to tranſcribe his CharaCters *, 

* Tou may meet if he had aſſaulted only ſome private 
with them «t (enzeb Men, in ſome remote Corners of our 

age 4. of his Pam- , 
Phler. Country, he might be thought only to 
defend his own Party, but when he 
foams nothing but Spite and Rancour, and Violence, 
againſt all Men of whatever Rank, Nation, or Dignity, 
I again wiſh the unbyaſſed Reader to tell me if this Man 
thould be particularly anſwered. Ir is nor poſlible for 
him to hide his Nature, the paltry eruptions of his 
Choler are ungovernable. He ſeems to forget his own 
deſign (which was to make the Scotch Clergy odicus in 
England) he acculcs them before whom he Pleads, as 
much as thoſe who were the firſt Objedts of his Indig- 
nation. 


But 
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But this is not enough, he attacks nor only our prime 
Nobility and Gentry, but all our Kings ſince the Re- 
formation, I am atraid I have troubled you too much, 
and therefore I make haſte in a word or two, to: cxa- 
mine the CharaCters he gives ot particular men, as far 
as I know them. 


Some he accuſes as guilty of groſs Immoralirics, that 
were actually tor fuch Immoralities depoled and cenſu- 
red by their Ecclefraſtick Superiors, ſuch were Dean Ha: 
milton, Ninien Paterſon, John Anderſon of Terregles, and 
. Kockburn of St.Bothens. And is it not very ſtrange that 
he ſhould accuſe the juſtice of our Feelefraſtical Superiors, 
becauſe of ſuch vitious perſons as were actually cen- 
ſurcd by their Authority. So it ſeems in this man's Lan- 
guage they arc accountable for them whom they cen- 
ſurc, as well as for others. Others he names that 
are not at all of my acquaintance, and it is nothing but 
what I expected, that the Agents of the party would 
cmploy cheir little Miſſionarics to gather Storics from 
all corners of the Country amongſt their Diſciples. 


The ficſt that he endeavours to abuſe, is Dr. Paterſox 
Archbiſhop of Glaſgow, and that ina ſtile becoming the true 
race of the Groſticks, I mean Scotch Presbyterians, who 
have no other precedents in Hiſtory, than theſe impure 
Sefaries, whoſe lives were a diſgrace to humane Na- 
ture, as well as a reproach to Religion. The VVorld is 


not yct ſo befotted as to think that the Archbiſhop of 


Glaſgow needs particular aniwers. Indeed, I muſt ac- 
knowledge that the Author has pretty well ſecured him- 
ſclt againſt ſuch Apologies: his accuſations are fo ob- 


fſeene 


A... 
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ſcene, that no Chriſtian muſt name them; and therefore 
he has hid himſelt in a Cloud of Forgeries, that none 
can repeat but a Devil, and none could: invent but the 
Author. The Arch- biſhops Charaiter, Merit and Parts, 
cannot bur draw upon him the Odiam of the whole 
Party. And I wiſh with all my heart, 
Vid. Paz. 64. they had not try'd his patience by more 
terrible methods, than thoſe of Paſquils 

and Calumnies. 


The next of my Acquaintance is Mr. Brown Mini/ter 
.of Dryſdale, and the tooliſh Notes that he makes him 
to have preach'd, is a pure Forgery, a Lye in which 
there is not any mixture of truth. His conniyances of 
the Adultery of Lockerby with Archbald Johnſtone of Kirk- 
burn's Wife, 1s of the ſame ſtamp with the former, for 
he proſecuted the Adu/terer ſo vigorouſly, that he got 
him excommunicated, and continued fo under the higheſt 
Cenſures of the Church, untill the evidences of his repens 
tance obliged the Biſhop to ablolve him. 


In the next Paragraph he mentions 
Pag. 66. Mr. Cant, whom he names «nderling to 
__—_ Mr. Hamilton, and whom he rails at 
og. 71, ; 
again. Mr. Andrew Cant was never #n- 
derling to any dead nor alive, though ſtill ſubordinate to 
his Governors both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical : the unaf- 
feed freedom of his temper makes him now and then 
a ſcourge to Hypocrites, and he ſtill preaches the Goſpel 
to all that obſerve him by his patience, as he did lately 
by his excellent Sermons : and the ſtories forged of 
him are but the cxhalations of the Libellers infectious 
breath, 


In 
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,In the next Paragraph to Mr. Cant, he mentions ſeve- 
rals- who had their Miſſion and Education from the Pre/- 
byterians, and if they preach'd ſuch things, we know to 
whom they ow itz many of.'em aredead long ſince, and 
it was. not. poſliþle upon the reſtitution.of the Govern- 
ment,24no 1660, ſo: ſpeedily to recover-[the Clergy.trom 
Presbyterian,foeleties , fat tho they complied with Epsſco- 
Pay, ſuch as. grew old under Presbytery, ſpoke ſtill the 
Language of 4fþdod: - for being enjoind under Presby+ 
tery to preach, perpetually againſt Montroſe, and the 
Molignants : they; ſtumblcd now: and +then- inco' their 
former blunderingsz :and it is pleaſant to fee this Man 
agcule the Church: for the fayings 'of Presbyterians, who 
though, they complied with Ep:ſcopacy upon the reſtora- 
tion of the Government z yet ſtill they wore the marks of 
their former flavery. in their Phraſe as well as in their 
Faces, fuch are moſt of-chem he names, Fag.66.67. 


"Bl che moſt. jimpetuous Efforts» of his 1makite are'le- 
vell'd againſt Dr. Canaries. The'\Doftor 'told me, That 
theſe were not the firſt Edays of their Civility towards 
him,;; tor;he being employed by ſome of 'tha' Epiſcopal 
Clergy-.to: repreſent their grievances at Courr;. the: Preſ- 
eriaus from-that yery moment fixed their .Eyer upon” 


LALEETES by 


him, and proſecuted him with all che Calumnies that their 

fury and common pradtices in ſuch. caſes could ſuggeſt - 
unto them, But {h]| they found the Door too hard 
tor. them ,,and-the- wiſe .Men amongſt them have'tre- 
quently own'd-toihim, that as-they hated ſuch Merhods, 
ſo. they 'highly, difappeav'd the particular injuſtice chat 
was done to the Do#tor, - Mr. Spalding who was Clerk 
to the. firſt preteaded Aſſembly atrer the Revolntion, and 

- P 
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is now one of the Preachers of Dundee, was put upon 
ſearching after fuch a Stoxy.3 bur ( as he ronſkeſt' to 
Mr. Carflairs ) he found there was nothing ro be made 
of ir. And the Dodor appcats, both co Mr. Carfatrs; 
and Mr. Spalding for the trutlt of this, and he doubrs 
not but that they wilt readity do him juſtice in-it, and 
and it is- very odd that this Libeller {howld accifle hit 
of new, when he- ftood two. Trials before the Peivy 
Council, when it was. highly Presbycerian, and pro- 
accded: againſt the Epiſcopal Clergy with the greateſt 
rigor : and another before a Presbyrerian Synod, in which 
alt che Members except tliree Miniſters, and -three mw 
ling'Elders, were mighty-violene againft hint And in 
both chefe. Trials he ſo baffled his Aceuſers, that' the 
Jadicatories treated him with ſpecial Honour, and” ac- 
quiteced him from all che Calumnies that were charged 
upon him, and reproved his Enemies. for their maticions 
libelling of ' kim. - And: this' Narrative the Do#or can 
rove by authentick.Extratts, which he has in his own 
nds. Sa that the: widerlihg Pedlars amongſt the Preſ- 
bytertans may write what they pleaſe, 'tis not now fn 
their power to. hurt him: And the Defor further ap- 
to the Presbytery. of Se{kirh; when he was there; 
\ readily they would have received him into+ their 
Gommunion, fuck 2 patticular eſteem they had for Hint: 
The Story that's metamorpbes'd by this Accufer into a 
igious villany is. ao more than this, That the Do: 
For, when he was a Boy ar the Univerſity, fell into the 
Company of -rwo- other ! Trung: Gentlemen: ar' Diendee, 
and they'three walking abour rhe Fields inthe Summers 
time, met in the Evening with forwe Women that were 
watching in the Fields the Linnen that they had waſtfd, 
the other two Gentlemen accoſted fome of theſe Wo- 


men, 
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men, 'by amorous and fooliſh Embraces, and the Doftor 
over hcaring{ons of them' (queak, he' calted them back, 
and chid them-for what they had: done, and told them 
if there was any noiſe made about it, he would declarc 
he had noaccefſionto it. And when this trifling Stor 
was examined before the Presbytery of Dundee, bet 
the Women, ' aud the other rwo Gentlemen acquitted 
the Dodtor, 'and conſtamly owned that he had no ſhare 
in itat all. And this it remarkable, that there was no 
Circumſtance relating to it, but what was examined 
Mr.. Rate, then Mimfter of Dundee, an Tadulg'd Presby- 
terian. Nor did the -Doffor go ont of the Nation till 
two years after that, upon occaſion of his Fathers death. 
By this Story one may ſee the Malice, and indefatigable 
Induſtry of rhat Set, it was the Dofors carly fate to be 

ſed che Presbyterians; and though no part of 
the Story be within any poſlible degrecs of Truth : yer 
the Reader may fee, how the Libeller Vapouts, as if he 
had the beſt and cleareſt Evidence. ' And fince the Dottor 
has lived cighteen or ninetcen years beyond the reach of 
Calumny, blameleſs, ro the Conviction of his Encmies, 
how fooliſh, and how impious is it to accuſe him. 


As for his being Pop#ſh he has given an account of 
that in the Preface to his Sermon Printed at Londox 
2686; but that he was a Fefuit is a Lyc, for he was 
never of any Order in that Church, and his Zeal againft 
Popery did ſufficiently appear, and all 'that know him, 
know his Innocence, as to all the malicious Slanders in- 
vented againſt him. | 


The following Paragraph, pap: 72. mentions Mr. Monro, 
eommonly called Dottor Mozro. 1 am fufficiently ac- 
P 2 quainted 
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quainted with the. Door, and he: fays. ſo little of him, 
that 1 may. be allowed ro examine it particularly. .;' Firſt, 
He's. commonly ,ealicd: Dr, Morro,! and; ithe-meaning of 
this is one of» two, : cither a Fanetick Squeamiſhneſs that 
will not allew the Title. of: DoFor: to any Clergy Man; 
or, an infinuation- that: he-was(;vot-. graduaree) Doftor in 
the Uejverſity..,-If,,the firſt bejntended, /'tis:but apiece 
of (Nuakeriſm, the .yth».day: of thei Week: commonily called 
Wedneſday. It, the ſecond be.meant, he was fiot called 
Door until the Month: of February 1682, when he re- 
ccived:his Degreg, in, the. 7 beglogical Sebouls vf. the New 
College at $t. Angrews from: the, Leanned.Detidr Comriz 
then Vice.Chancelloar of ,the.Zngverfit y. It £394 O'V1 
ein 5br; bug os 16 on! vEmA! 520 WaOIL | Ve 

Our Libeller adds that-he is a mighty. Agent for the 
Party. If he has any-qualities xo recommend lim, that 
of a good, Agent is: none {of rhem,, ,, And. again, he is 
repreſcated to þe'ougiofi the. Eprifcapal Pampbleteers. 'l 
do:.not know whap.he means by 'this; 'vale(s /he' charges: 
him wich. publiſhing the. Prasbyterian;/ugu/fation, It may. 
be he was the Author: of that- Narrative ,. which he is 
ready to. juſtific it eyer he is fairly tryed (excepting ſtill 
ſome Marginal Notes relating to Mr. Rule, to whieh he 
had no acceſſion) and this Pawphier contains ſo many 
ſteps of Presbyterian Knavery and diſengenuity, that ifhe: 
pleaſe he may ler it alone. * | 


SHE Bux the ſaddeſt blow againſt:the Door 
Po 7 . ig this, that it.is well known that he- 
Rode for ſeveral years in the Pope's Guards, bur, I. ask, 
to whom is this known ? To the Presbyterians only, who 
Tow all ſecrets, and diſcover Plots in the World of the 
Meon 2 But.I muſt. tell you that tor the time the Do#or 

Was 
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was abroad, he was never out of France, and the. 
fines'of it, nor nearer to Rowe than about four lin we 
and: eighty Zralian Miles. © It were more cafie for this 
Acculer to. have Copyed the former Libel containsd in 
the Presbyterian ngagition, _ _ hag to truſt to his 'own 
invention!) 41 1 

©6011 00 TIT OD 0 (177 _—_ F 
. - Mr,:Gray comes next, iÞ:hs-mcan Mr. Jaws; Gray, 
Miniſter of Kelſo, he is remarkable for his Modeſty, Learn- 
ing, Veracity, and Piety;' and; he is Charaftcred-in an 
oppoiie:.Sryle, i by. fuch as neither! kfow him, nor the 
vertues that x eo 12h 2 

»4I">((;O5ff., 4 10030 Bf BY 1 ts 13 0} hails Yor! 

Mr. George Henry,'t Miniſter off Cor": Leitut 0940s 57 
ftorphen, is a Man of Gravity and Pru- ©9975 
dence, and his other qualifications are undeniable, and 
he' 1s not capable of any ſuch extravagance of Paſſion as 
this common Acculcr charges him with. 


Mr. Alexander Ramſay, Miniſter of the Old Kirk of 
Edinburgh, was driven trom- his Reſidence: in the Weſt 
by the Covenanted Zealots, and lived fince in the Eye of 
the Nation, beloved of all that know him, whether we 
conficcr his blamleſs Lite, or Miniſtcrial Sufficiencics. 


Dr. Annan Dean of Fdiniurgh was known all Scotland 
over, and there-was ſcarcely ever 2 more innocent Man 
in Britain, and hc nceds no Apology. 


Now 'tis pleaſant enough to obſerve, thac in all this 
Liſt he hath not named the Author of Scotch Presbyterian 
El:quence, nor the Publiſher. 


| have 
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_ Thaye given. _ a' ſhorrpocount of fach as I now, 
h as I am not acquaintcd with,:I have no reaſon 


| wo bclicve this Libeller, | Forif they were never ſo gui 


they muſt have other Agcuſers.rhan Men of ſuch rode, 

tute Conſciences. His Civility"to the 

* Vide Page 4 Church of * England alone, makes ir 

— _ bare lietle he is to be _ 
f Printed for He is Book with a + Lye mm 

Qaring Cr 653 Title Page, that it might be all of a picce: 

As for any Shadows. of Argument that 


are here and he Petes Hy if. ;hepke of any weight 


they ſhall be conſidered when the other Pamphlets, that 
arc chreare y the Party, are made-'publick. 

No : 
Farewet. 


